
Falklands team to India for Commonwealth Youth Games
A team of fi ve young people represented 
the Falkland Islands at the 2008 Common-
wealth Youth Games held in Pune India  in 
October. 
Team Manager Steve Dent said despite the 

youths competing in day temperatures of 
almost 40 degrees C and high humidity the 
team  of three badminton players and two 

shooters produced very respectable perform-
ances.
As well as competing the youngsters were 

able to visit Pune Secondary School as part 
of the Bond Forever programme within the 
games.
Steve said as with all international competi-

tions of this type one of the benefi ts to the 

competitors is the chance to make friends 
and useful contacts and to experience a 
different culture.
Continue on page 16.

Above: Falklands young people and 
helpers at the opening ceremony. 
Photograph by Steve Dent.
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“WE make our friends;” wrote 
G K Chesterton, “we make our 
enemies; but God makes our 
next door neighbour”. 

Falkland Islanders must 
sometimes feel that the Al-
mighty dealt them a poor hand 
in the neighbour stakes. Ar-
gentina is the seventh largest 
country in the world; it was 
once one of the richest, before 
its political class got to work 
on its economy. And yet it pur-
sues its territorial obsession 
with the Falkland Islands on 
the basis of a historical claim 
which becomes more fragile 
the more closely you study 
it and without regard for the 
right to self-determination for 
all peoples set down in the UN 
Convention on Civil and Po-
litical Rights.

At a recent lunch with a 
lobby group which aims to 
improve British/Argentine 
relations, I was asked why 
Islanders could not see them-
selves as part of the South 
American region. It was a sub-
ject I was happy to hold forth 
on. For relations between the 
Falkland Islands and their two 
other neighbours – Chile and 
Uruguay – have always been 
good and are currently becom-
ing closer. The airlink with 
Santiago now operates once 
a week and offers an excel-
lent addition to the Ministry of 
Defence airbridge. There are 
shipping links to Punta Are-
nas and Montevideo. Medical 
visits to Santiago are frequent. 
There is a steady stream of Is-
landers visiting Chile on holi-
day or on their way back to the 
UK. And Montevideo is the 
port of choice for much of the 
fi shing fl eet operating in the 
Falklands zone.

There is no doubt that this 
traffi c can continue to grow. 
The UK Falkland Islands 
Trust has been promoting 
closer academic contacts and 
encouraging agricultural and 
commercial links. The south-
ernmost province of Chile 
has much in common with the 
Falkland Islands in climate 
and geography; both regions 
rely on cruise ship tourism; 
both are susceptible to the new 
threat of climatic change and 
the vagaries of El Niño, the 
ocean current.

Yet if all this co-operation 
with Chile and Uruguay makes 

Friends and neighbours

sense, surely it should also be 
right to co-operate with the 
largest neighbour, Argentina? 
So indeed it should. But co-
operation of any sort with Ar-
gentina seems to become more 
not less diffi cult as the years 
pass. Of course there is the Ar-
gentine sovereignty claim – it 
is diffi cult to enjoy good rela-
tions with a powerful neigh-
bour who claims your house 
and indeed writes the claim 
into his constitution. But the 
“sovereignty umbrella” formu-
la was designed by diplomats 
to allow working relations to 
continue normally without 
prejudicing either side’s claim 
to sovereignty. Why can it no 
longer operate?

The answer is that the two 
Kirchner governments, his and 
hers, have ceased to be inter-
ested in neighbourly relations 
with the Islands. Co-operation 
from which both sides profi ted 
in fi sheries and oil exploration 
was abandoned. An interna-
tional agreement with the Brit-
ish Government designating 
shared areas for oil explora-
tion was torn up. Argentina 
withdrew from joint fi shery 
research cruises and the ex-
change of scientifi c informa-
tion on fi sh stocks. Access by 
charter fl ights to the Islands 
was denied and expansion of 
the internationally scheduled 
service from Chile has been 
vetoed. Argentine natural-
ists were even forbidden by 
their government to exchange 
information with Falklands 
Conservation.  

The Kirchner approach to the 
Islands is of a piece with their 
abrasive attitude to their near 
neighbours in Latin America 
and indeed to many other 
countries, not least the Unit-
ed States. But it is in marked 
contrast to the declarations of 

pre-confl ict Argentine govern-
ments and the more enlight-
ened and forward thinking 
of Foreign Minister Guido di 
Tella in the 1990s. There is no 
longer any pretence in Buenos 
Aires that consideration need 
be taken of the views of the 
Islanders, that they should be 
wooed, (despite the early pro-
nouncements of foreign Min-
ister Bielsa in the early days of 
the Nestor Kirchner govern-
ment that Argentina needed 
to make itself attractive to 
the people of the Falkland Is-
lands). They are simply seen 
as of no consequence and now 
that there is no prospect that 
they can be attracted to Ar-
gentina by material advantage, 
because the Islanders are con-
siderably richer and the Argen-
tines relatively poorer, the only 
function the Falklands serve in 
current Argentine politics is to 
provide a rallying cry for the 
more extreme nationalists.

The Americans say that 
“good fences make good 
neighbours”: it is diffi cult to 
see  how those who deny that 
fences even exist can ever be 
described as good neighbours.

But in due course no doubt 
the present Argentine govern-
ment will be succeeded by 
one more reasonable and more 
neighbourly. It should then 
be possible to resume co-op-
eration in fi sheries and in off-
shore prospecting. There may 
be an increase in the fl ow of 
visitors and hopefully a pause 
in the bullying rhetoric. 

But just as the invasion of 
1982 has left its poison, so 
memory of the Kirchners will 
cast a shadow in the islands. A 
memory that agreements made 
with Buenos Aires may easily 
be torn up, just as money lent 
to the Argentine government 
may not be repaid in full. That 
Argentine governments in 
trouble will always resort to 
aggressive nationalism, so that 
a secure future can only be 
based on effective protection, 
not on previous assurances of 
good-will. Our Association 
exists to preserve Islanders’ 
freedom to choose their own 
future. But until their nearest 
neighbour is prepared to allow 
them this right, Islanders will 
continue to need British diplo-
matic support and the deterrent 
presence of a British garrison.
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News - politics

TODAY we’re not only wel-
coming in the New Year, but 
also a new constitution for 
your Islands.  

This constitution both reit-
erates the United Kingdom’s 
commitment to your right to 
self determination and en-
hances local democracy and 
accountability.  I welcome this 
and I recognise that, through 
your full participation in the 
constitutional review, you 
have shown your unequivocal 
desire to remain British.

2008 has brought enormous 
challenges with the downturn 
in the global economy.  I know 
that your government’s fi nan-
cial situation is under pressure, 
and that you are taking steps to 
fi nd budgetary savings.  None 
of us is immune, and we all 
have to do our best to plan 
against further shocks to the 
global economic system.  

Exploration for oil and gas 
around the Falklands Islands 
continues.  The British gov-
ernment will continue to sup-
port your ambition to develop 
this into a viable and secure 
sector of your economy.  

We will provide guidance 
and advice to ensure that your 
government is able to plan for 
and manage all of the problems 

Constitution reiterates UK’s commitment 
to Islanders right to self determination

The Prime Minister’s New Year’s message to Falkland Islanders

and responsibilities that come 
with a hydrocarbons sector, be 
they health and safety, secu-
rity, or socio-economic.    

But extraction is still a far-
off and uncertain prospect.  so 
your government is right to 
try to diversify your economy 
further.  

Success will of course de-
pend on a close working re-
lationship between the gov-
ernment and business sectors, 
committed to the same goals. 

Maintaining physical links 
between the United Kingdom 
and the Falkland Islands is im-
portant.  I’m pleased that the 

Ministry of Defence has been 
able to deliver a new airbridge 
contract, with a more regular 
service.  I know the impor-
tance of this airbridge to your 
government’s plans to develop 
business and tourist traffi c.  I 
hope that this new service will 
support that.

I am sorry that the large Ar-
gentine next of kin visit to 
the Islands has still not taken 
place.  I know that your gov-
ernment wants this visit to 
happen. I hope that this is the 
year we can fi nd an acceptable 
way forward. 

We shall continue to encour-

age the Argentine government 
to co-operate on matters of mu-
tual interest and concern, such 
as the conservation of fi sheries 
in the south west atlantic, and 
to build business and commu-
nications links between the 
Islands and all other countries 
within the region.  We will 
also make it clear that we want 
to work with Argentina if we 
are to address the world’s fu-
ture needs and problems, from 
fi nance to terrorism, and drugs 
to non-proliferation.   

We shall discuss all these is-
sues openly with Argentina.  
but we will, as always, make 
it clear in any such discussions 
that we have no doubts about 
the United Kingdom’s sover-
eignty of the Falkland Islands.  
There can be no negotiations 
on the sovereignty of your 
Islands unless and until such 
time as you so wish.  

Next year, you will have 
elections for a new council. 
That will be an important ex-
pression of the democratic 
tradition in the islands that we 
shall seek always to uphold.

I wish all on the Falkland Is-
lands happiness, good health 
and good fortune for 2009.
Above: British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown.

THE Falkland Islands new  
constitution appropriately 
came into being on New Year’s 
Day 2009.
Councillor Mike Summers, 

who has been involved in 
forming the new constitution 
over twelve years and three 
Legislative Councils, said the 
job of creating the new consti-
tution had been made easier by 
former council colleagues who 
in earlier revisions had agreed 
to changes regarding the fun-
damental rights and freedoms 
which were, “...absolutely es-
sential to a well run society.”
His Excellency the Governor 

Alan Huckle said he felt it was 
a, “...signifi cant step forward 
in democracy for the Falkland 
islands.”

He acknowledged that one 
of the effects of the constitu-
tion was to constrain the role 
of the Governor, but said that 
he thought it right that this 
should be.

He also thought it right that 
the role of the Chief Execu-
tive as the formally designat-
ed Head of the Public service 
was acknowledged in the con-

stitution for the fi rst time.
Speaking of the co-operation 

between the Foreign Offi ce 
and the Falkland Islands with 
regard to the formation of the 
constitution Councillor Sum-
mers added, “There was noth-
ing that we particularly wanted 
that we didn’t get.”
Another evidence of the worth 

of the new constitution, said 
Councillor Summers, was the 
“strength of opinion over the 
water,” referring to comments 
from the Argentine govern-
ment, published in the media.
Left: Councillor Mike Sum-

mers and HE the Governor 
Mr Alan Huckle speak to 
Falklands Radio Station jour-
nalist Stacey Bragger. Photo: 
SeAled PR.

New Year’s day beginnings for Falklands new constitution

“I recognise that, 
through your full 

participation in the 
constitutional 

review, you have 
shown your 
unequivocal 

desire to remain 
British.”

www. ezilon.comwww. ezilon.com
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News - politics

Islands’ fi nancial strain

to bring big decisions

“POSITIVE and constructive” 
was how Falklands councillor 
Mike Summers described talks 
held at the European Union/
Overseas Territories Council 
in October.

Councillor Summers attend-
ed the meetings along with 
Governor Alan Huckle and 
Falkland Islands Government 
Representative in London, Su-
key Cameron.

On the fi rst day of the meet-
ings the Falklands delegation 
made contributions to the 
discussions on ‘Good Gov-
ernance and the future of the 
White Paper’, and on the cur-
rent world economic situation, 
Councillor Summers told the 
FIA.

He said: “Commitment to 
good governance and the de-
veloping relationships between 
Overseas Territories and Her 
Majesty’s Government engen-
dered lively discussion. 

“On economic issues we were 
particularly keen to understand 
the UK Treasury view on the 
weakness of the pound and the 
likely longer term perspective, 
which was suggested should 
be a strengthening against the 
dollar and parity against the 
Euro.”

On the second day Councillor 
Summers led a discussion on 
the European Union/Overseas 
Territories Council relation-
ship and the consultation proc-
ess, which has commenced 
longer term arrangements. 

He said there would be fur-
ther discussion on this at the 
EU Forum in Cayman. They 
also contributed to the debate 
on Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Protection, stress-
ing the need for signifi cantly 
more large scale funding for 
environmental issues, which 
transcend national boundaries.

Summers commented, “At 
our bi-lateral with the new 
Minister, Gillian Merron, we 
had a positive discussion on 
a number of issues, and I was 
able to brief her on current is-
sues including airbridge pric-
ing on which she has expressed 
a willingness to consult further 
with other Ministers.

“It was a busy but productive 
few days.”

THE strain on Falklands pub-
lic fi nances is ‘greater than at 
any time since the commence-
ment of fi sheries licensing in 
1986.’

According to a green paper 
on the Islands budget released 
late last year, ‘Some diffi cult 
choices’ will have to be made 
in order to keep the Falklands 
Medium Term Financial Plan 
on target.

‘What this means is quite 
simply Government either has 
to cut back on spending or we 
need to raise much more mon-
ey through taxes or by other 
measures’.

It notes that the Falkland Is-
lands Government has been 
pruning departmental budgets 
for many years so any obvious 
economies in that area have al-
ready been made.

As a result, to bridge the cur-
rently predicted £3 million 
gap in the Medium Term Fi-
nancial Plan the Government 
may have to:
� Raise £3m from personal 
tax – an average of £2,304 per 
year per person. 
� Raise £3m from company tax 
– an average of £55,555 per 
company 
� Reduce Health and Educa-
tion spending by £1.5M each. 
� Close the Falkland Islands 
Meat Company (FIMCO) 
and/or cease the East to West 
ferry. 

Reasons for the strain on the 
public fi nances is as a result of 
many factors says the paper, 
including residents high ex-
pectations of the Islands public 
services, and the Government 
being required to achieve ever 
increasing international and 
UK standards in what it does, 
for example in terms of avia-
tion and maritime services, 
medical services and planning 
policies. The need for contin-
ued investment in economic 
growth and infrastructure also 
adds to the strain, as does the 
decrease in fi sheries revenue 
(mainly in the illex fi shery).

The paper is intended to: 
“Stimulate debate and raise 
the level of understanding of 
everyone about the fi nancial 
issues and choices that face 
the Islands,” said a spokesper-
son for the Government.

COUNCILLOR Ian Hansen 
and Falkland Islands Govern-
ment Representative in Lon-
don, Sukey Cameron took ex-
hibition stands at the Labour 
and Conservative Party Con-
ferences in Manchester and 
Birmingham in October.
 The Falkland Islands Gov-

ernment have attended for 21 
consecutive years.
The Falkland stand occupied 

a prime site at the Conserva-
tive Conference. Above: Su-
key Cameron, Ian Hansen 
and Gordon Brown - Labour 
Party Conference. (Photo-
graph by P Stevens).

Falklands exhibit at Falklands exhibit at 
Party ConferencesParty Conferences

Overseas meetings 

are “constructive”

THREE minefi elds, possibly 
including the Surf Bay area, 
will initially be chosen for 
demining work confi rmed Ju-
dith Gough, Security Policy 
Directorate, Foreign & Com-
monwealth Offi ce during her 
visit in early March.

Ms Gough was accompanied 
by Lt Colonel Scott Malina-
Derben from the Ministry of 
Defence and two Cranfi eld 
University staff. Cranfi eld 
University carried out the 
Field Survey that formed part 
of the Feasibility Study into 
clearance of landmines in 
the Falkland Islands that was 
completed in October 2007

Ms Gough said that the chal-
lenges that will face demining 
in the Falklands compared to 
other parts of the world are 
on the whole, “not new” said 
a UK offi cial during her visit 
this week. She qualifi ed this, 
however, saying the demining 
of the peaty terrain was a fi rst, 
“...but not complex”

Speaking to Falklands Media 
the UK offi cials explained that 
the purpose of the visit was 
to consult Islanders about the 
UK Government’s initial plans 
to clear certain mined areas. 

During their visit they met 
with Members of the Leg-
islative Assembly, Govern-
ment offi cials and members of 
the community and visited a 
number of mine fi elds.

Ms Gough said, “It was a pro-
ductive visit and the UK Gov-
ernment offi cials appreciated 
the feedback, advice and as-
sistance they received. Whilst 
it is the responsibility of the 
UK Government to clear the 
mined areas, UK offi cials will 
continue to work closely with 
the Falkland Islands Govern-
ment on clearance of these 
mined areas, and have invited 
the Falkland Islands Govern-
ment to participate in the Na-
tional Mine Action Authority, 
which will be responsible for 
overseeing the demining work 
in the Falklands.”

At this early stage in the pro-
curement process the UK of-
fi cials were unable to provide 
precise timings on when clear-
ance will commence. Howev-
er, it is anticipated that the ten-
der documentation will issue 
in April and the aim is to have 
awarded the contract by the 
end of this year with demining 
to begin shortly thereafter.

Three areas for inital 
demining says FCO

   4



News - people

FALKLAND Islands Com-
munity School music teacher, 
Shirley Adams-Leach was 
named as a recipient of the 
MBE (Member of the British 
Empire) in the New Year’s 
Honours List.
Mrs Adams-Leach’s award 

was for her service to musical 
education which spans more 
than a decade.
She fi rst came to the Islands 

for two years in 1988 when 
the education system was de-
void of a music department 
and worked part time. She re-
turned full time in 1999.
The dedicated teacher’s work 

has extended beyond the nor-
mal remit with lunchtime and 
afternoon classes as well as a 
Theory Club for all ages, not 
to mention private lessons on 
Saturdays.
Two of her students, Samuel 

Elliott and Marcus Porter are 
both studying music overseas 
as a career option and are be-
lieved to be the fi rst Islanders 
to have done so.
Most recently, thirteen mem-

bers of the school’s Theory 
Club passed with fl ying col-
ours the exams they had taken 
in November.
The graded examinations are 

set by the Associated Boards 
of the Royal Schools of Music 
and are internationally recog-
nised qualifi cations.
One student gained a pass 

with 75%, four achieved Merit 
and eight earned Distinction. 
Mrs Adams-Leach said she 

was thrilled with their achiev-
ments..

JOHN Didlick, son of former 
Stanley residents Graham 
and Fiona Didlick completed 
his nine week Phase One Ba-
sic Naval Training at HMS 
Raleigh, Plymouth in January 
this year.

John’s unit were the overall 
champions out of the compet-
ing training squads.

He has now commenced his 
six months Phase Two Train-
ing at HMS Culdrose, Corn-
wall, as a Naval Airman Air-
craft Handler.

PSYCHOLOGY degree stu-
dent Samantha Brownlee 
(right) was the 2008 winner of 
the Bill Hunter-Christie prize.

Samantha, who is studying 
at Warwick University, was 
chsen from eight students who 
submitted entries. the judging 
panel had a diffi cult choice as 
all the entries were of a very 
high standard: Tiphanie May 
and Zoran Zuvic Bulic’s en-
tries were highly commended.

Photo: Peter Pepper.

For more information re-
garding the Hunter-Christie 
prize turn to page 10.

TEN new teachers joined the 
Falkland Islands Communi-
ty School in September.
Headteacher Alastair Bald-

win said he was delighted 
to welcome the new staff: 
“They are well qualifi ed and 

bring with them a wealth of 
teaching experience both 
in the UK and overseas, 
so I am confi dent they will 
quickly help to further raise 
the level of teaching and 
learning at the school.”

ISLANDER and seafarer Paul 
Clarke  received his Master’s 
Certifi cate in December 2008.

Paul’s interest in the sea 
began in 1991 when he was 
16 and joined the Throsk as 
messboy on a voyage from the 
Falklands to UK.

Since then he has worked for 
the British Antarctic Survey on 
board the RRS Bransfi eld, Er-

nest Shackleton and the James 
Clark Ross.

He has also worked as Chief 
Offi cer for various companies, 
on oil rig support ships around 
South East Asia.

In November he undertook 
his Master’s oral exam where 
he achieved his ambition and 
earned his Master’s Foreign-
Going certifi cate.

Shirley’s MBE Hunter-Christie best UK student Sam

Master certifi cate for seafarer Paul Clarke

Above: L-R back row: Clifford Mace, Nicholas Hills, Kath-
erine Oliver, Head Teacher Alastair Baldwin and Siobhan 
Potter; front: Helen Bell, Helen Forbes, Kerry Ford and 
Rex Eagle. Photo: Penguin News.

Ten new teachers for Community School

FOUR Community School 
pupils who each took a 
GCSE exam a year early have 
achieved A* grades, the high-
est possible.

Headteacher Alastair Bald-
win said he was, “...very proud 
of the students, Sofi a Arkhip-
kina (Russian) Barbara Short 
and Laura Minto (Spanish) and 
Bill Schneider (Mathematics).

As part of the Gifted and Tal-
ented programme at the school, 
any students who prove they 
are capable of undertaking 
a GCSE subject early at the 
highest level with be offered 
the opportunity to do so, con-
fi rmed Mr Baldwin.

Gifted and talented

JOHN Trevaskis was appoint-
ed as Senior Magistrate for the 
Falkland Islands, South Geor-
gia, South Sandwich Islands 
and the British Antarctic Ter-
ritory in October 2008.

Cornishman John has 27 
years experience of practice, 
which includes criminal de-
fence, civil and family pro-
ceedings, military law, im-
migration tribunals, licensing  
law and fi shery prosecutions 
for DEFRA.

Senior Magistrate

John’s naval success

HOSPITAL surgeon Mr Ah-
mad Cheema received British 
citzenship at a Government 
House ceremony in January 
this year.

Mr Cheema, who has spent 
seven years working at the 
Falklands King Edward Me-
morial Hospital said he, “was 
overjoyed,” when he heard the 
news that his application had 
been accepted.

British citizenship for doc

AWARDED an MBE in last 
year’s annual Queen’s Birth-
day Honours List, Robin 
Woods opted to return to the 
Falklands to receive his medal 
at a special reception at Gov-
ernment House in September.

Wildlife expert Robin served 
on the precursor of Falklands 
Conservation until the mid 
1990s when he became a trus-
tee of Falklands Conservation. 
He was Chairman from 2002-
2005 and is now a member of 
its scientifi c advisory commit-
tee.

Mr Wood’s many publica-
tions include The Birds of the 
Falklands (1975) and Atlas of 
Breeding Birds of the Falk-
lands (1997)

Robin Woods’ MBE
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News - nautical

THE Falklands ferry, Concor-
dia Bay, made its fi rst visit to 
the new terminal at New Ha-
ven in October.

The all-weather berth and 
base (see right) for the East 
West ferry service took just 
over a year to complete and  
Workboat Services (WBS) 
Manager, Adam Cockwell, 
confi rmed that the terminal 
“works fi ne” and the Captain 
and crew of the vessel are hap-
py with the set up. 

The Concordia Bay is a 
45.5m Landing craft built at 
Sarawak Slipways in Miri, 
Malaysia in 2006.  

In late 2007/early 2008, in 
order to adapt her for the op-
eration in the Falkland Islands, 
she underwent extensive con-
versions in Miri.

When working as a passen-
ger vessel she has facilities for 
up to 30 day passengers but no 
overnight facilities.  Her deck 
is 30m long and 10m wide and 
has space for 16 one-ton Land 
Rovers, 8 four ton trucks or a 
combination of container trail-
ers. 

As a cargo vessel she can 
carry 10 fully loaded 20’ con-

tainers on deck and can double 
stack empty containers.  

Until suitable beaches have 
been surveyed Concordia Bay 
will carry a Sea Truck for de-
liveries to the islands.

Normally she will carry 
98,000 litres of domestic die-
sel for delivery to Camp cus-
tomers. She carries 80,000 
litres of fresh water and has 
facilities for carrying frozen 

and fresh cargos.
In 2008 Concordia Bay car-

ried 769 people to West Falk-
lands and 621 to East Falk-
lands and 640 vehicles.

Top: New Haven. Inset: 
Concordia Bay. 

Photos: Penguin News and 
Jackie Summers.

FORTY knots of wind on a 
spring day last year changed 
forever one of Stanley’s most 
photographed landmarks.
On October 18 the entire bow 

section of the hulk of the Jhe-
lum collapsed down to the wa-
ter line.
Jhelum was built in Liverpool 

in 1849 and was one of the 
oldest of the nineteenth centu-
ry wooden sailing ships to fi nd 
a fi nal resting place in Stanley 
Harbour and one of only a 
handful of vessels of the same 
type which have survived in 
the world.
Jhelum was one of many 

ships to make the perilous 
journey around Cape Horn at 
the time of  huge expansion 
of trade between Europe and 
South America.
Jhelum was chiefl y used for 

the circular trade in guano and 
coal and was returning from 
Callao on her nineteenth jour-
ney of the same when she put 
into Stanley on August 1871 in 
a poor and “sinking’ condition
Jhelum eventually became a 

storage hulk and jetty head. 
Sadly Jhelum is likely to fol-

low many other local hulks 
into oblivion, all of them once 
visible examples of the largely 
unrecorded industry of wood-
en ship building which played 
a crucial part in the Falklands 
early history.

Above: The Jhelum on 
October 18. Above right: The 
Jhelum one year ago in a 
more sympathetic sea.
Info: Penguin News. Pho-

tographs: SeAled PR and 
Penguin News.

Endurance set
to return New Haven for ferry Concordia Bay

Beloved hulk Jhelum falters in October storm

FALKLAND Islanders were 
relieved to hear that the Royal 
Navy’s ice patrol ship in the 
Falklands will not be decom-
missioned following her return 
to the United Kingdom after a 
fl ooding incident in her engine 
room in December.

Councillor Mike Summers 
said he was, “Absolutely de-
lighted,” to be able to report 
that a fi rm decision has been 
made that HMS Endurance 
will be repaired and will re-
turn to active duty in the South 
Atlantic.

He said an offi cial announce-
ment had not been made but 
the news had been confi rmed 
to the Falkland Islands Gov-
ernment.

Endurance was in fact due 
for a refi t and this will be un-
dertaken meaning she is un-
likely to sail south in time for 
the next season; it may be that 
another vessel will take her 
place in the interim period.

The fl ooding incident oc-
curred on December 16 in the 
Straits of Magellan and result-
ed in complete loss of propul-
sion. 

After Endurance left Falk-
lands waters Islanders ex-
pressed concern following 
news reports that the ship 
would be scrapped as part of 
Ministry of Defence budget 
cuts.

Councillor Summers com-
mented at the time. “...from 
our perspective that would be a 
very bad move indeed.  We all 
know – the historians all know 
– the Foreign Offi ce knows 
– the Navy knows what hap-
pened in 1982 when the wrong 
signals were sent to the Argen-
tines about the withdrawal of 
the Endurance.  And, we cer-
tainly would not want that sort 
of thing to happen again.”

    6



News - defence

LOCAL volunteers, the Falk-
land Islands Defence Force 
(FIDF), played a key role late 
last year in a British forces ex-
ercise.

Roulement Infantry Com-
pany (RIC) Training Offi cer 
Captain Simon Clarke con-
fi rmed that it was of great 
value to RIC to be able to train 
with the FIDF in the exercise 
designed to confi rm collective 
training achievements in joint 
live fi ring and tactical training 
with maritime, air and FIDF 
elements.

He explained that the FIDF 
have good local knowledge 
thus each RIC section would 
include FIDF members.

The volunteers were also 
able to assist in diversionary 
and harassing tactics.

Sgt. Tom Blake who led the 
FIDF team as they assisted in 
reconnaissance roles and set 
up a safe area for troops to rest 
before going on to do close 
target recce overnight, said, 
“We have all done this kind of 
thing before, but it defi nitely 
adds something to the training 
to be involved with the RIC.”

Pte. Zoran Zuvic agreed say-
ing, “We know the ground and 
are an asset in that way.”

Royal Marine Permanent 
Staff Instructor Steve Tooby 
(RM) said of the FIDF, “Their 
local knowledge is excellent. 
They’re a small force but 
they’ve got the quad bikes 
which carry a lot of assets 
such as long range weapons, 
machine guns, sniper rifl es 
and General Purpose Machine 
Guns.”

He explained that the FIDF 
members sometimes underes-

timate their abilities because 
rather than operation tours 
they are involved in constant 
training: “but when they get to 
work with the RIC they realise 
there is not much difference in 
how they do business and that 
they are good.”

Above: L-R: Pte. Zoran 
Zuvic Bulic, Pte. Kev Ross, 
Pte. Alex Blake, Pte Matt 
Newton discuss the mission 
while members of the RIC 
wait behind for the order to 
move out.

Photo: Penguin News.

THE visiting platoon of the 1st 
Battalion The Mercian Regi-
ment (Cheshire) spent part 
of their time in the Falklands 
assisting farmers with farm 
work.

Sections patrolled in the 
Dunnose Head, Carcass, Fit-
zroy and Salvador areas.

At the latter farm they helped 
fi fth-generation Islander Nick 
Pitaluga with jobs around the 
sheep station including the 
heavy work of loading an ap-
proximate three and a half 
miles of fencing onto a trailer.

Pte. Matthew Hulme felt 
very much at home as he had 
worked on a hill farm in Bux-
ton, Derbyshire,  before join-
ing the army in 2006.

He said, “It was fairly re-
mote and hilly, a bit like this 
with about 60 cows and 400 
sheep on about 100 acres. It is 
even more remote here than it 
was in Derbyshire and I think 
in some ways the lifestyle is 
harder. The farmers have the 
ground and the weather condi-
tions against them for a start.”

The visit of the Mercians 
was the start of a training pe-
riod with would also take them 
to Kenya before preparing for 
operations in Afghanistan 
where the assault pioneers are 
a useful brigade asset.

Above: Nick assisted by pa-
trolling Mercian. (MPC)

AN RAF Police Dog based 
at Mount Pleasant Complex 
played a key role in a massive 
drugs bust on a fi shing vessel 
in November.

29 packets of cocaine (30.06 
Kilos) were discovered by the 
Falklands immigration Depart-
ment and the sniffer dog in a 
routine check of the Ventura.

FALKLAND Protection ves-
sel HMS Clyde conducted 
a memorial service in No-
vember for the 19 men who 
lost their lives onboard HMS 
Coventry when she was hit by 
three 1000lbs bombs dropped 
by Argentinean Skyhawks on 
25 May 1982.

The service took place over 
the exact spot where HMS 
Coventry rests and was attend-
ed by the entire HMS Clyde’s 
Ship’s Company.  The service 
was led by the Ship’s Second 

in Command, Lt Mark Hay-
es, during which 2 mins si-
lence was observed and three 
wreaths, sent from the UK by 
the families of POCA Steven 
Dawson, WEM(O)1 Ian Hall 
and WEA APP Ian Williams 
who were killed in action, 
were laid.

Later a party from HMS 
Clyde were put ashore on 
Pebble Island, to undertake a 
service of remembrance at the 
permanent memorial to HMS 
Coventry which was subse-

quently erected there.
HMS Clyde’s Commanding 

Offi cer, Lt Cdr Graham Lovatt 
said;

“It has been a very hum-
bling experience, for the entire 
ship’s company, to have been 
able to perform such a poign-
ant act of remembrance, above 
HMS Coventry’s fi nal resting 
place. Our thoughts are with 
the families and shipmates of 
those lost and we hope that by 
being here today we are able 
to offer some comfort.”

Falklands protection vessel conducts memorial to Coventry victims

Sniffer dog drugs bust

Local volunteers key role in British forces exerciseMercians help 
out on farms

Below: HMS Liverpool, RFA Black Rover and HMS Clyde during a  Falklands fl otilla capabil-
ity demonstration in September. Photo: MPC Photo Section.
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News - social

C H A R I TA B L E 
events are always 
high points on the 
social calendar in 
the Falkland Is-
lands, and the lat-
ter part of 2008 
and early 2009 was 
no exception in 
Stanley.

In September Falklands 
Conservation’s very elegant 
Charity Ball, an annual event 
organised by SeAled PR and 
sponsored by Consolidated 
Fisheries Limited raised a mas-
sive £17,000 from the sale of 
local artwork and ticket sales.

 The same month, the Falk-
land Islands Defence Force 
lent their support to the Cancer 
Support and Awareness Trust 
and the Mental health Strategy 
Group with a ‘beach’ party. The 
FIDF club was transformed 
into a beach bar complete with 
sand, sun umbrellas and life-
guards and a few touches par-

Charity events 
steal  Falklands 
social scene

ticular to the Falklands includ-
ing penguins and a minefi eld 
fence encircling the live band.

In November Falklands war 
veterans and islands residents 
gave their whole-hearted sup-
port to the Falklands branch of 
the British Legion at a dinner 
dance held at the FIDF Hall. 
The evening was organised by 
SeAled PR.

Social gathering in December 
comprised an outdoor commu-
nity party  on the racecourse 
on the evening of Saturday 7, 
hosted by Standard Charted 
Bank (SCB) and organised by 
SeAled PR. 

The bank was celebrating 
25 years of operations in the 
Falkland Islands. 

Residents partied until 
1.30am to live music and DJs 
with a free barbecue to keep 
up their energy. 

Standard Chartered Bank 
generously raffl ed a Four 
wheeler motorbike in aid of  

the charity Seeing is Believ-
ing.

On January 9 Government 
House became Stanley’s trend-
iest nightspot for the Falkland 
islands Games Association’s 
annual fund raiser.

Organiser Patrick Watts com-
pered a cabaret that included  
Chilean dancing, trumpet du-
ets and football skills.

Top left: l-r: Ricardo Leyton 
and Claudia Quiroga. Dutch 
football coach Rene Van Ri-
jswijk at Government House. 
Beach party. Left centre: 
John Maskill-Bott. Left: Brit-
ish forces dressed to kill at 
the Conservation Ball. Page 
9 top left - clockwise: Guests 
at Conservation Ball. Is-
lander wins the 4-wheeler at 
SCB anniversary paty.  SCB 
sponsored Falklands Conser-
vation Watch Group at Anni-
versary party. Rocking at the 
SCB Party.

By Lisa Johnston
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Anna Luxton writes: I 
graduated as a phys-
iotherapist from 
Brunel University 
in 2003.  After 
spending three 
months in Aus-
tralia I started 
my fi rst job in 
York District 
General Hos-
pital as a jun-
ior physio. I 
spent two 
years in York doing my jun-
ior rotations (four monthly 
periods in each speciality of 
physiotherapy) and then six 
months working as a senior 
physio in the community. 
At the end of 2005 I returned 

to the Falklands to work in 
the KEMH for three months 
but ended up staying longer to 
cover maternity leave. In Sep-
tember 2006 Nick, my boy-
friend, and I went travelling. 
Starting in China we visited 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Thai-
land before fl ying to Australia.  
We hired a camper van and 
drove around Tasmania and 
New South Wales as well as 
visiting Perth, Melbourne and 
Uluru. Our fi nal destination 
before home was New Zea-
land where we hired another 
camper van and drove around 
most of North and South Is-
lands. We fl ew home via San-
tiago landing on the December 
23 to ensure we got home for 
Xmas and the sports.
In 2007 we decided to return 

to the UK for Nick to do his 
Masters Degree and for me 

Zoran Zuvic writes: Since re-
ceiving the  Bill Hunter Chris-
tie Memorial prize during 
my time at Peter Symonds in 
2005 I can safely say I have 
had some of the most fantastic 
times of my life so far, making 
the most of every opportunity.

After two years at college I 
wanted to take a break from 
studying and see a bit of the 
world.  I spent fi ve weeks 
on an expedition to the Pe-
ruvian Andes with the Brit-
ish Schools Exploring Soci-
ety (BSES).  During my time 
there I managed to summit a 
5800m+ peak and got a real 
taste for mountaineering and 
adventure. 

 On completion of the expe-
dition I returned to the Islands 
to enjoy the long awaited 
home comforts.  I worked 
during my time there and still 
managed to do some pretty 
amazing things.  I volunteered 
for the Community School’s 
LEAP programme and passed 
on my passion for youth de-
velopment and the outdoors.  
Being in the Falklands for the 
25th Anniversary of liberation 
was very important to me and 
it was a touching moment to 
march down Ross Road with 
the Falkland Islands Defence 
Force (FIDF) on June 14. It 
was a very special time with 
all the veterans back.  

Another opportunity with the 
FIDF I relished was to shoot at 
Bisley for the Annual Skill At 
Arms Meeting.  Being on the 
shooting team meant a lot of 
training beforehand, and the 
competition was challenging.  
However, I loved every minute 
of it and it was great to be part 
of the team and represent the 
FIDF.

 After my gap year it was time 
to return to academia and I be-
gan my course at the Univer-
sity of Southampton, studying 
Civil Engineering.  I made the 
most of what was on offer and 
joined the Southampton Uni-
versity Offi cer Training Corps 
and took up boxing.  My am-
bition is still to join the Royal 
Marines when I leave uni so 
the SUOTC was a great way 
to hone my leadership skills 

THE Bill Hunter-Christie 
prize is awarded to the over-
seas student who has adjudged 
to have brought most credit to 
the Falklands during the year. 
Lawyer and lobbyist Eric Wil-
liam Hunter Christie (1922-
1997) was the founder of the 
Falkland Islands Association 
and worked unstintingly in 
support of the Falkland Island-
ers right to remain British. 
In memory of his work, his 
wife Merle introduced the 
award, and since its inception 
in 1999, nine exceptional stu-
dents have received the prize.

Featured in this edition of 
the Newsletter are just two of 
those former students, Anna 
Luxton (2001) and Zoran Zu-
vic Bulic (2005), and in future 
editions we intend to include 
news of the others.
Former winners
1999 - Nina Aldridge
2000 – Rebecca Edwards
2001 – Anna Luxton
2002 – Daniel Fowler
2003 – Donna Triggs
2004 – Kerri-Anne Ross
2005 – Zoran Zuvic Bulic
2006 – Michael Poole
2007 – Liam Stevens
2008 - Samantha Brownlee

and keep me in touch with the 
military side of things.

 During the summer, after 
my fi rst year at uni, I spent 
fi ve weeks in Norway on ex-
pedition, again with BSES.  
This time it was a leadership 
development programme and 
I am now qualifi ed to lead on 
other expeditions to places I 
am more passionate about; so 
South Georgia and the Falk-
lands are certainly on the cards 
for the future.

 I am now in my second year 
of university and enjoying the 
student life!  After living in 
halls last year, I now live in a 
house with seven other guys 
...always a good laugh!  My 
course is very challenging 
and the hours are long but it 
is a worthwhile degree.  In my 
fi rst year we built a concrete 
bridge in Norwich as part of 
the course which was a really 
good experience.  I have now 
made Platoon Sergeant in the 
OTC and am enjoying the re-
sponsibility of a command po-
sition. 

 Other than uni activities, I 
am still fl ying the fl ag for the 
Falklands where I can over 
here and have joined the Exec-
utive Committee of the FIA.

 As for the next adventure, 
who knows? 
Photos: Above Left: Anna 
with boyfriend, Islander, 
Nick Rendell. Photo: Luxton. 
Above: Zoran - third from 
right. Photo: Zuvic Bulic.

to gain 
some more 
experience 
working in a 
larger hospi-
tal.  We came 
to Manches-
ter and Nick 

has just fi n-
ished a Masters 

degree in Envi-
ronmental Impact 

Assessment at 
Manchester Uni-

versity. I am working 
at Trafford General Hospital in 
Rheumatology and Orthopaed-
ics. The job involves working 
on the ward seeing in-patients 
and also treating out-patients.  
I am also involved in running 
exercise groups for patients 
with Ankylosing Spondylitis 
and following having a Total 
Knee Replacement. With tak-
ing students and mentoring 
junior physios, it is a busy but 
enjoyable job.
Outside of work Nick and I 
enjoy visiting the Peak and 
Lake Districts to go walking 
and cycling and are trying to 
make the most of being in Eu-
rope, recently visiting Rome 
and Paris. I am also training 
for a half marathon and am 
planning on doing a Pilates 
instructors course in the New 
Year. 
We are planning on returning 

to the Falklands in the near 
future. We are always excited 
to see people from home so if 
anyone ever needs someone to 
stay when in the UK please let 
us know.

Where are they now?
Bill Hunter-Christie Prize Winners

Feature compiled by Lisa Johnston
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Feature by Nicci Pugh: QARNNS Trauma Theatre Sister on Her Majesty’s Hospital Ship Uganda in 1982.  

PATIENTS treated and cared 
for on P&O cruise vessel SS 
Uganda during the Falklands 
War in 1982 attended the 
vessel’s reunion in April last 
year.

Held in Southampton on 
April 20,  more than 150 per-
sonnel from the hospital ship 
attended with their partners.

Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Naval Nursing Service col-
leagues, Royal Naval Doctors 
and Royal Marine Stretcher-
bearers all united with former 
P&O shipmates for a memora-
ble weekend based in a nearby 
hotel. 

The date was signifi cant as 
the converted P&O Educa-
tional cruise Ship Uganda, 
left Gibraltar as Her Majesty’s 
Hospital Ship Uganda, for the 
uncertainties of the South At-
lantic only one day before on 
April 19, in 1982. 

Many attendees admitted to 
much trepidation in the weeks 
and days prior to the event, be-
ing the fi rst time the majority 
had met for 26 years. 

Event Organiser, former 
Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Naval Nursing Sister Nicci 
Pugh said:  “As soon as we 
all stepped on board Aurora 
our fears disappeared as we 
felt we were back on familiar 
territory... Former patients, 
Naval Doctors, QARNNS 
Nurses and all involved were 
delighted to be on board such 
a luxurious cruise ship, if 
only for a few hours. Aurora 
is much more up to date than 
our dear old Hospital Ship 
Uganda, but the feeling of be-
ing on a P&O liner again .. and 
in peacetime.. was a delightful 
experience for us all. It was 
obviously a very poignant and 
meaningful time for everyone, 

but the bonds between us all 
seem to have strengthened in 
the intervening years. ”

The P&O Educational Cruise 
Ship was requisitioned from 
her Mediterranean Cruise in 
Alexandria by the British Gov-
ernment on April 10, 1982. 
Following an astonishingly 
fast conversion and storing in 
Gibraltar, she left for Ascen-
sion Island and the South At-
lantic on April 19, 1982. The 
ship was operational as a fully 
equipped fl oating military 
hospital with capacity for up 
to 1,000 beds by the time she 
left Ascension Island on April 
30. There were facilities for 24 
intensive care beds, operating 
theatres, laboratories, blood 
bank, X-ray, burns units and 
all dependant facilities.

Over 700 patients were 
treated on board during the 
Falklands War, and over 500 
surgical operations carried 
out in the makeshift operating 
theatres.

As patients recovered they 
were transferred by sea in the 
converted survey to ambulance 
ships HMS Hydra, Herald and 
Hecla to Montevideo in neu-
tral Uruguay for onward pas-
sage to Brize Norton in RAF 
VC10 aircraft.

 The QARNNS personnel 
on board the Hospital Ship 
were the only military females 
working within the combat 
zone, and the QARNNS Naval 
Nurses the fi rst Royal Naval 
female ratings in history to 
serve at sea.

The event on board Aurora 
had wide media covereage 
with former patients giving 
frank and revealing accounts 
of their injuries in battle, evac-
uation and then care and treat-
ment on board Uganda as cas-

ualties were transferred to her 
from all over the combat zone 
while anchored in Grantham 
Sound. 

Nearly all ships and units 
in the Task Force were repre-
sented at the event on board 
Aurora by the former patients 
and those who had served on 
board Uganda in 1982.

A letter of support was sent 
from Lady Thatcher. A pres-
entation of a Braille copy of 
Lady Thatcher’s letter and 
other event documents was 
made to St. Dunstaner and 
former Fleet Air Arm Chief 
Petty Offi cer Terry Bulling-
ham, who lost his sight on the 
Flight Deck of HMS Antrim on 
May 21 1982 (see photo above 
left). A collection was made 
for The South Atlantic Medal 
Association, and BLESMA 
members supported the event 
in strength.

What few people realise to-
day is how close Uganda be-
came to Falkland Islanders 
hearts following the war and 
subsequent liberation. Initial-
ly, an RAF air bridge was set 
up to transfer personnel and 
equipment between Ascension 
to the Falkland Islands, but 
this quickly proved not only 
uneconomical, but also diffi -
cult to maintain reliably with 
the long-distance air to air re-
fuelling, and lack of adjacent 
airports in event of diversions 
being required. So, from late 
1982, after only a few months 
in her return to cruising role, 
Uganda was chartered to the 
Government again, running 
from Stanley to Ascension 
Island to link with the RAF 
VC10 return fl ights to UK. The 
schedule was approximately 
ten days at sea with fi ve day 
turn arounds in Stanley. This 

continued in conjunction with 
the SS Keren until the new air-
port at MPA was fi nally com-
pleted and opened by HRH 
Prince Andrew in 1985.

In 1986 Uganda was fi nally 
sold for scrap by P&O Tai-
wanese ship breakers. After an 
eventful voyage through The 
Mediterranean and Suez Canal 
she was left at anchor in the 
South China Sea, where she 
was struck, wrecked and driv-
en ashore by typhoon Wayne 
in August 1986.

More of her history can be 
read in Uganda - The Story of 
a Very Special Ship published 
by the SS Uganda Trust. 

A book is to be published next 
year on the work of the Hospi-
tal Ship Uganda in 1982, with 
contributions from many of the 
injured servicemen treated and 
cared for on board at the time. 
The book leads up to the work 
of The South Atlantic Medal 
Association helping veterans 
and injured servicemen return 
to the Falkland Islands today. 

Following the overwhelm-
ing success of the fi rst Hospi-
tal Ship Reunion the majority 
of attendees asked for further 
lower-key events to be ar-
ranged where possible. 

Details of next year’s event 
planned for April 18, 2009 
are available on SAMA82 
website www.sama82.org or 
from organiser Nicci Pugh,  
n_pugh@btinternet.com 

Photo (top left) HSUR TB 
AG: Event Organiser Nicci 
Pugh and Rear Admiral Andy 
Gough CB (former Senior 
Naval Offi cer of The Hospital 
Ship Uganda) and St. Dun-
staner Chief Petty Offi cer 
Terry Bullingham.  Top right: 
Hospital Ship Uganda.

Former 1982 patients at Hospital Ship Uganda reunion
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Parades and Services

Remembrance
Cross of Sacrifi ce, Stanley, 11/11/ 2008

Clockwise L-R: 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment contingent 
with the RAF.  
Islanders and members of the British Forces mingle at the 
Cross of Sacrifi ce in East Stanley at the annual Remembrance 
Sunday Ceremony. 
Pilgrims from the South Atlantic Medal Association (‘82).
Falklands councillor The Hon. Janet Robertson with HE the 
Governor Alan Huckle and Commander British Forces Falk-
land Islands Air Commodore Gordon Moulds attend the cer-
emony.
The Falkland Islands Scout Group assisted by Scout Leaders 
Phil Middleton and Jan Miller care for the wreaths in prepara-
tion for offi cials to lay them at the base of the cross.
Photos by Penguin News.
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Parades and Services

MEMBERS, friends and guests of the As-
sociation met at The Cenotaph at 11.00am 
on Saturday December 6, 2008 to remem-
ber Battle Day as Big Ben rang out over 
the Houses of Parliament . 

General Sir Peter de la Billière KCB, 
KBE, DSO, MC & Bar, a Vice-President 
of the FIA, laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Armed Services. Other wreaths were laid 
by Mr Keith Padgett for the Falkland Is-
lands Government, Mr David Tatham 
CMG for the Falkland Islands Associa-
tion, Mrs Sara Jones and Mrs Paula Shear 
for the Falkland Families Association, Lt 
Col A J Davies MBE for the South Atlan-
tic Medal Association, Mr John Richman 
for the Association of Men of Kent and 
Kentish Men, Miss Samantha Brownlee, 
Mr Michael Brownlee and Miss Karen 
Minto for the Young People of the Falk-
lands, Mr Douglas Harris for the HMS 
Protector Association and Mr Andrew 
Rosindell MP for the UKFI All-Party Par-
liamentary Group. 

The Colour Party was provided by the 
Royal Navy with an escort of Naval Ca-
dets from Pangbourne College. 

 A Royal Marine bugler played Last Post 
and Reveille. The Rev Peter Millam led 
the short service of prayers. Fortunately 
the sun shone and the police held the traf-
fi c for the duration of the service.

Members then moved across the river 
to the Union Jack Club at Waterloo for 
the Annual General Meeting where the 
Chairman, Mr David Tatham, presented 
the report of the Executive Committee on 
the past year. The then Hon Treasurer, Mr 
Michael Poole presented the accounts and 
the membership report. The Chairman, 
the Vice-Chairman, Mr Saul Pitaluga, 
the Hon Secretary, Mr Colin Wright, the 

Battle of the Falklands Day
Hon Treasurer and the Hon Editor of The 
Newsletter, Mrs Lisa Johnston, were re-
elected to their posts. Mr D G Ainslie, Air 
Commodore P Johnson, Mr M Jones, The 
Hon A. Shackleton, Mr R Wager and Mr J 
Wallace were re-elected to the Executive 
Committee and were joined by Mr Z Zu-
vic Bulic and Col. M. Bowles who were 
duly elected to the Committee.

In the absence of Mrs Merle Christie, 
the Chairman presented the Bill Hunter-
Christie Memorial Prize to Miss Saman-
tha Brownlee and then presented a picture 
to Mr Ted Clapp to show the member-
ship’s appreciation of his long service to 
the Association.

Following a short speech by Mr Keith 

Padgett on the fi nancial situation in the 
Falkland Islands and comments from 
other members refreshments were served 
bringing an eventful day to a pleasant 
conclusion. A copy of the Annual Report 
of the Executive Committee can be down-
loaded from the FIA website at www.fi as-
sociation.com 

Photo top right: Young Falkland Is-
landers attend the London commemora-
tions, Karen Minto, Michael Brownlee, 
Michael Poole, Zoran Zuvic Bulic and 
Samantha Brownlee.

Top left: The Battle Memorial in 
Stanley.

Below: Sir Peter inspects the Colour 
Guard.

Photos by Peter Pepper.

Battle Day in the UK and the FIA Annual General Meeting by Colin Wright
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LiberLiber
for vifor vi
LIBERTY Lodge, built to house visit-
ing Falklands War veterans, was offi cially 
opened on February 3, by the Commander 
British Forces Falkland Islands.

Chairman of the South Atlantic Medal As-
sociation (82) Lt. Col Tony Davies MBE 
emphasised the Lodge was, “...not intended 
to cut across the rapport between veterans 
and the people of the Falklands,” and in fact 
he hoped the house, “...will become part of 
the community.”

He said visiting veterans had been abso-
lutely dependent on the hospitality of Island-
ers for many years and the Lodge was in no 
shape or form intended to affect the close 
bond that had been created as a result.

The idea for the four bedroom lodging 

Feature by Lisa Johnston 

Clockwise L-R: Falklands 
Veterans Foundation’s 
Smokey Cole’s opening ad-
dress. The Lodge. Smokey 
and Project Manager Mal-
colm Simpson in the Lodge 
offi ce. Bed and pull-out bed. 
Spacious Lodge sitting room. 
Guests gather for the offi cial 
opening.
John Perrens and the 
Commander British Forces 
Falkland Islands.
Photos: SeAled PR.
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rty Lodge haven rty Lodge haven 
isiting 1982 vetsisiting 1982 vets

house was the brainchild of Derek (Smok-
ey) Cole of the Falklands Veteran’s Founda-
tion. He and Tony Davies made the decision 
to attempt to raise funds and were initially 
boosted by a generous gift of £90,000 from 
The Royal British Legion. Many other serv-
ice charities were then approached which in 
turn gave a great deal of fi nancial support.

Russell Thompson, Director of Fund-rais-
ing for the RBL attended the opening along 
with Project Manager Malcolm Simpson, 
British Forces representatives, Falkland Is-
lands Government offi cials and many spon-
sors and donors to the cause including the 
Falkland Islands Company, Stanley Services 
Ltd.. Cable and Wireless, Décor Services 
and Energise FI Limited.

After an opening address Reverend Rich-
ard Hines conducted a short service of dedi-
cation. This was followed by the opening 
and naming ceremony by Air Commodore 
Moulds and Falklands resident John Per-
rens, the young man who came up with the 
idea for the name ‘Liberty Lodge’.

Guests were given a tour of the bright and 
spacious house in East Stanley. Furniture for 
the Lodge was purchased in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, and the house was built by local 
company, Ian Stuart Construction Ltd. 

Owner of the construction company, Ian 
Stuart, said the wooden kit house building 
took approximately one year to build from 
start to fi nish including all of the fi xtures and 
fi ttings.

One of the rooms has been named the 
‘Sir Rex Hunt Suite’ in honour of the 
Governor of the Falkland Islands at the 
time of the Argentine invasion on April 
2, 1982.

The attractively decorated lodge is situ-
ated high on the hill overlooking the har-
bour and has a spectacular view of both 
the Narrows (the entrance to Stanley Har-
bour) and part of Port William behind. 

Visiting veterans will have easy access 
to shops and pubs in the centre of Stanley 
confi rmed manager Anya Cofre.

When not in use by war veterans the 
lodge will be open for use by members 
of the Armed Forces serving in the South 
Atlantic.
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Falklands sport overseas

FALKLANDS youngsters tested their 
skills against Chilean youth teams in Pun-
ta Arenas in October.

Accompanied by six carers the group 
played their fi rst match against club Car-
los Dittman and won 3.1. They also won a 
respectable amount of games against Es-
cuela Espanol and Club Carlos Dittman 

the following day and then drew against 
the British School.

Infant Junior School Head Teacher Nick 
Barrett said the week was a success, add-
ing, not only had the boys football im-
proved but they had gained experience of 
life in another country and they had be-
haved impeccably during the trip.

Back row: L-R Jake Buckett, Jamel Adeoye, Ross Stewart, Dean Dent, James Tyrell, 
Andrew Barrett and Coban Eriksen. Middle row: Ieuan Ford, Kalon Jaffray, Kieran 
Roberts, John Davies, Gareth McGhie, Dane Gilson-Clarke and Scott Thain. Front 
row: Callaway Tooby, Ethan Gilson-Clarke, Adam Elouassi, Zlodovan Marinovic, 
Jim Davies and Declan Bonner.

Chile matches for soccer youths
SPONSORED by fi shing compa-
ny Argos Ltd. Karate expert Dave 
Wilkins paid a visit to the Falklands 
in November.

Karate Club members (for whom 
Dave is Chief Instructor) had daily 
training sessions culminating in a 
course and competition and Junior 
School pupils had a chance to learn 
more about personal safety.

Falklands instructor Karen Rimikins 
said, “Having access to outside sport 
professionals is essential for the de-
velopment of the club.”

Continued from front page: Having ar-
rived a little early in Pune in time for the 
Commonwealth Youth Games, the Falk-
lands team were rather taken aback to dis-
cover the athletes village was still some-
thing of a building site.

By the time the games opened however 
things were very different and the team 
was settled comfortably. 

The badminton players Aidan Smith, 
Julian Barton and Drew Robertson were 
the fi rst team members to compete and al-
though they “held their own” said Steve 
proudly, there were no victories for the 
group battling the high temperatures and  
humidity.

Shooters Bono McKay and Murray 
Middleton fared slightly better with Mur-
ray even making the fi nal of the 25m free 
pistol shoot despite equipment problems.

Murray scored a respectable 236 in the 
50m Free Pistol event on the fi rst day of 
competition. This event is recognised as 
one of the most diffi cult disciplines in the 
small bore pistol.

His opponent the well respected Ankush 
Bhardwaj of India took the fi rst Indian 
gold with 509 from 600.

Murray managed an excellent 356 out of 
600 in the 25m pistol event.

Bono McKay held his own in the Olym-
pic trap on the fi rst day of the shot gun 

events with a very respectable 17, 17 and 
14 making a total of 48 out of 75. As a 
result of a disappointing second day he 
eventually fi nished with a total of 76 out 
of 125.

Bono had an excellent result in the 

Double Trap with a score of 64 out of 150 
in a competition he is unable to practice 
in the Falkland Islands do to the lack of 
facilities.

Above: Falklands Youth team and help-
ers.  Photo by Steve Dent.

Commonwealth Youth Games 2008: Falklands to India

Karate

‘FALKLANDS’ cricketers increased 
by nineteen in March when ‘Falk-
land’ Cricket Club, Newbury, arrived 
on tour.

Partially sponsored by the Lavinia 
Corporation and S&SJD Robert-
son (shareholders in Stanley Serv-
ices Ltd), the group enjoyed matches 
against the Stanley team and a Falk-
lands team comprising Islanders and 
members of the British forces.

A Falkland Islands team played the 
Newbury Falkland Club in 2007 as 
part of a UK tour.

The Falkland, Newbury, team also 
fl ew to Chile for a six day Santiago 
tour.

Cricket
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Falklands sport

New ‘Governor’s Cup’ record for jockey Tim Bonner
ISLANDER Tim Bonner holds the new 
record for the most Governor’s Cup horse 
race wins.

The Governor’s Cup is the most prestig-
ious event of Falklands horse racing.
Tim is the son of Don Bonner, former 

chauffeur to Falklands Governor Sir Rex 
Hunt. Don is well known for his invalu-
able support of the Governor and his wife, 
during the Argentine invasion of 1982.
For some years Tim raced his father’s 

horses - thoroughbreds imported from 
South America but now all have long been 
handed over to Tim by his father.
Racing commentator Patrick Watts re-

ported for Penguin News  that Tim Bon-
ner this year recorded his eighth victory in 
the Governor’s Cup therefore surpassing 
the previous record of seven wins jointly 
held by Bill Aldridge and Neil Watson.
With 37 points Tim also regained the 

Champion Jockey title which he lost a 
year ago to Arthur Turner. His ninth suc-
cess in the Championship puts him one 
ahead of Neil Watson (8) and leaves him 
three adrift of Bill Aldridge (12).
In this 96th annual meeting Arthur Turn-

er took runner-up place in the Champion 
Jockey points table after some excellent 
wins and placings.
Young jockeys Duane Evans (Grandson 

to jockey Ron Binnie) and Stefan Clarke 
(son of jockey Arthur Turner) proved that 
horse racing had a future in the Falklands 
by taking third and fourth place respec-
tively in the Championship points table.
Other fi rst placings were picked up by 

veteran jockeys Owen Summers, Ron 
Binnie, Denise McPhee and Maurice 
Davis while sixteen year old Dominic 
Watson (Grandson of jockey Neil Watson) 
showed great promise with his two wins.

The Bonner Horses
Tim’s wife Hayley, also an experienced 

jockey, told the FIA Newsletter that the 
couple now own 16 horses including a 
yearling sired by Falklands thorough-
bred Thyer and off Chilean thoroughbred 
Florida.

Top: Tim on his Governor’s Cup winner 
Zafonic sired by Dancing Brave  (sired 
by Thyer). Below: a lighter moment. 
Champion jockey runner-up Arthur 
Turner shows he can sit a buck just as 
well facing the wrong way around on gy-
hmkhana day: Photos Penguin News.

“Our horses are mainly Falkland Islands 
bred, the majority off Quarter Horse 
Rocky but some of those have then gone 
to Thyer, so a mixed breed.
The pair keep their horses in Stanley dur-

ing  the summer and on an island near Fit-
zroy in the winter.
“We ride all year round now and in the 

summer we exercise about six a day our-
selves (both have full-time jobs so this 
means an early start in the morning and 
more riding after work).

Thyer
Many of the horses currently winning 

races in the Falklands are sired by Thyer, 
a stallion gifted to the Falkland Islands by 
Sheikh Maktoum Rashid bin al-Maktoum 
in 1993. Thyer is the son of the famous 
Derby winner Nijinsky.

THE Falklands favourite winter sport, 
darts, is more popular than ever and one 
of the big events of the year is Victory 
Bar/Bonner’s Haulage Trophy.
Left: Winner of the open competition 
Colin Smith with Ladies Competition 
winner Hazel Collins.
Right: Evan Jones is top shearer at the 
Falklands Shears 2008 hosted by North 
Arm on East Falklands.  The Falklands 
two main shearing gangs comprise a 
mixture of nationalities including Is-
landers, Brits and Antipodeans. Every 
year the Falklands is represented at the 
International Competition, The Golden 
Shears. Photo: Rag MacKaskill.

Darts and shearing: Winter or summer there’s a sport for each season
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Falkland Islands Association 

SOME members, seeing the 
Association’s address at 14 
Broadway, Westminster, Lon-
don, may imagine me slaving 
away at the desk which the 
Falkland Islands Government 
kindly provide for us on the 
second fl oor of their London 
Offi ce. 

In fact most of my ‘offi ce 
work’ takes place at my home 
in Shrewsbury and I only visit 
the ‘London Offi ce’ every three 
or four weeks to see to the fi l-
ing and deal with any non-ur-
gent mail. During my absences 
the FIGO staff kindly forward 
the mail to me in Shrewsbury 
and anyone calling the As-
sociation’s telephone number 
is automatically transferred 
to my mobile telephone. This 
does mean that you can catch 
me in awkward situations es-
pecially if I am travelling at 
the time which can mean poor 
or no reception in some areas.  

In the same way the other 
offi cers of the Association 
conduct their business from 
home which can lead to some 
delays in dealing with enquir-
ies. However, contact through 
email has made life much easi-

TED Clapp is a familiar name, 
not only to members of the As-
sociation that he has served so 
faithfully, but also to Falkland 
Islanders and members of the 
British Antarctic Survey. 

An article in the October 
1998 issue of The Newsletter 
gave the background to his 
long association with Ant-
arctica initially “in the fi eld” 
sledging and surveying on the 
Grahamland Peninsula where 
one headland “Clapp Point” is 
named after him. Later, whilst 
working in the BAS offi ces in 
Stanley, he met and married 
Jean Campbell. 

He was involved with the 
community in Stanley co-
founding the Youth Club, as a 
cinema operator, amateur di-
rector and actor with the Dra-
matic Society, chairman and 
player with the Cricket Club, 
Secretary of the 1974 Falklands 
Constitution Review Commit-
tee, a member of the Stamp 
Co-ordinating Committee and 
the Broadcasting Committee. 

er and much of the business of 
the Association is carried out 
over the Internet. It certainly 
means easier contact with our 
friends in the Falkland Islands. 
If you have access to the Inter-
net your initial point of contact 
is honsecfi a@msn.com. 

It may be worth reminding 
members that the Association’s 
offi cers are not employed; 
they give of their own time 
and claim expenses to cover 
the costs of travel, telephones, 
postage and stationery. There 
will be occasions when we are 
not available because of fam-
ily or work matters so please 

be patient if you do not get an 
immediate response to your 
enquiry

We are all most grateful for 
the support given by Miss Su-
key Cameron and her staff at 
FIGO and especially for the 
desk and storage space that 
they provide.

Since we last met at the AGM 
in London our Hon Treasurer/
Membership Secretary, Mr 
Michael Poole, has obtained 
employment in the Falkland 
Islands and has had to stand 
down from that position. We 
have been fortunate in that Mr 
James Wallace has offered to 

take on the role of Hon Treas-
urer and was co-opted into that 
post at the Executive Commit-
tee meeting on 14th January 
2009. 

Membership matters will be 
handled by me for the time be-
ing. Michael Poole had been 
working in Guernsey and 
James Wallace is currently 
living in Spain but once again 
the Internet means that we are 
able to keep in close contact as 
required.

Members have been asking 
for additional opportunities to 
meet up other than at Battle 
Day or the Lincoln’s Inn Re-
ception and we are planning 
two events this year. The fi rst is 
a visit to The Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel at Pang-
bourne College on Wednesday 
6th May and later in the year 
we have a visit to the National 
Maritime Museum in London 
in September. 

A booking slip covering both 
these events is enclosed with 
this Newsletter – please reply 
promptly if you wish to attend 
the Pangbourne trip.
Above: Colin Wright 
Photo: Colin Wright.

From the Secretary’s Desk by Colin Wright

He had time for his hobbies as 
a fi sherman, a founder member 
of the Malo Fishing Club, and 
as an enthusiastic cross coun-
try four-wheel driver. He was 
a co-founder of the Falklands 
Search and Rescue Organisa-
tion and Superintendent of the 
then voluntary Fire Brigade. 
In 1966 he was briefl y taken 
hostage at gunpoint with other 
Islanders by Argentine hijack-
ers who had landed a DC-4 
aircraft on Stanley racecourse.

He was awarded the Fuchs 
Medal in 1975 for his work in 
Antarctica and in that year he 
returned to the UK to set up 
the present BAS HQ at Cam-

bridge. He was transferred on 
promotion to the Institute of 
Terrestrial Ecology as Estab-
lishments Offi cer until his re-
tirement in 1989. 

His son Kevin still lives and 
works in the Falkland Islands 
and his daughter Karen has a 
career with the Foreign Offi ce 
in London which has included 
several overseas postings.

Ted became a member of 
Falkland Islands Emergency 
Committee and in April 1990 
he became Hon Treasurer of 
the Falkland Islands Associa-
tion. For the last few years he 
has also taken on the addition-
al role of Hon Membership 

Secretary and recently was in-
volved in the computerisation 
of the membership records. 

He fi nally stood down from 
these posts on 31st March 
2008 and was elected a Vice-
President of the Association. 
He had been awarded the 
MBE in 1998 for services to 
the Falkland Islands and to the 
Association. 

It had been intended that Mrs 
Merle Christie would make the 
presentation at the December 
Annual General Meeting after 
the Battle Day Parade but as 
she was unwell the Chairman, 
Mr David Tatham, presented 
Ted with an original painting 
of a Falklands scene by Una 
Hirst as a mark of the mem-
bership’s appreciation of his 
long service. (See photo).

Fortunately for the Associa-
tion Ted continues to attend 
the Executive Committee 
meetings where his experience 
is of value to us all. 

Above: Ted Clapp and David 
Tatham. Photo: Peter Pepper. 

Appreciation of service gift for FIA’s Ted Clapp

He has served us 

faithfully ...his 

experience is of 

value to us all.
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Oil and minerals

FALKLAND Islands oil 
exploration is at a very ear-
ly stage and no commercial 
discoveries have been made 
yet. In 1998 six wells were 
drilled to the north of the Is-
lands resulting in a wealth 
of geological data. These 
fi rst wells proved the pres-
ence of a very rich organic 
source rock that could have 
generated up to 60 billion 
barrels of oil, bringing oil 
to the surface in one well 
and fi nding quantities of 
gas in another.

Strict environmental leg-
islation regarding offshore 
surveying and drilling ac-
tivities is in place. Licensed 
areas are well away from 
the coastline and compa-
nies are required to pre-
pare environmental impact 
assessments and oil spill 
plans when planning drill-
ing activities. In order to 
safeguard the fi shery, seis-
mic surveys are restricted 
in critical areas at specifi c 
times of the year. Oil com-
panies operating offshore 
have also been able to col-
lect new oceanographic and 
wildlife data, enhancing 
knowledge of the area.

As a result of rising oil 
prices, the Falkland Islands 
have become a more attrac-
tive frontier area for explo-
ration, with a number of 
companies being licensed 
to explore for oil. The Falk-
land Islands Government 
actively encourages licen-
sees to cooperate in order 
to share facilities, rigs and 
data to maximise oppor-
tunities to drill when they 
arise. 

If a suitable drilling rig 
can be found, it is antici-
pated that an exploration 
programme will take place 
possibly in 2009 or 2010. 
The Falkland Islands Gov-
ernment is well prepared 
for an exploration drilling 
phase and has robust legis-
lation in place 

Extend your knowledge 
of Falklands oil at:
www.falklands-oil.com

Quick oil guide

DR. Colin Phipps, long linked 
to the Falkland Islands and 
one of the driving forces be-
hind the promising frontier oil 
industry passed away in Lon-
don on January 10. 

Director of Minerals and 
Agriculture Phyl Rendell de-
scribed Dr Phipps (right): 
“Colin was a real champion 
for Falkland’s exploration and 
there are some passionate ex-
plorers amongst the present 
licensees who will hopefully 
ensure that his dream of fi nd-
ing hydrocarbons in the Falk-
lands is achieved.  On a per-
sonal note he taught me a huge 
amount about the oil industry 
and he was always generous 
with his time. He was also 
great fun to be with and stimu-
lated debate.” 

A sometime Chairman of 
Falklands Foundation, lat-
er Falklands Conservation, 
former Member of Parliament 
for Dudley West, Dr. Phipps 
was the founding chairman of 
oil company Desire Petroleum 
plc., but above all a standing 
enthusiast and visionary of the 
Islands future and potential. 

 His introduction to the Falk-
lands was at the request of the 
Rt Hon James Callaghan to 
visit and report back personally 
to him.  His visit is considered 
the precursor to the Shackle-
ton Team visit which helped 
turn off the apathy about the 
future of the Islands.  

 Colin Phipps, then Mem-
ber of Parliament for Dudley 
West, was an experienced oil 
man, with an enviable track 
record in the business and 

Colin Phipps: champion for Falkland’s exploration

with a vast knowledge and ex-
perience of oil and politics of 
Latin America. 

 He undertook the visit under 
the guise of a UK Parliamen-
tarian trip.  Oil was very much 
a factor in that visit; Professor 
Griffi ths of Birmingham Uni-
versity had earlier reported to 
then Prime Minister Callaghan 
of the probability of signifi -
cant quantities of oil offshore 
the Falklands, following little 
known about deep sea drilling 
programmes. 
 That was the fi rst of a great 
many visits undertaken by Co-
lin Phipps to the Faklands be-
coming a fi rm and steadfastly 
loyal supporter of the Islands. 
 In 1977 he wrote a paper 
“What Future for the Falk-
lands?” for the Fabian Society, 
which became one of those 
must-have papers during and 
post the 1982 Falklands War. 
 As a former Chairman of the 
UK Falklands Foundation, he 
could see the benefi ts of merg-
ing both that organisation and 
the Stanley based Falkland 
Islands Trust, which subse-
quently became Falklands 

Conservation. 
 Dr. Phipps’ style was straight 
and frank, he wrote and spoke 
as he found, as things go did 
not stand him well for a future 
in UK politics.  
 A geologist by profession he 
obtained a fi rst class degree 
from University College, 
London, and a PhD from the 
University of Birmingham and 
achieved wide industrial expe-
rience within the international 
resources sector.  
 Dr. Phipps became aware of 
the potential of Falklands’ oil 
over 30 years ago. When the 
opportunity presented itself, 
he became the driving force to 
launch Desire Petroleum Lim-
ited, which offered an early in-
vestment opportunity to Falk-
land Islands residents.  
 Later, re-launched as Desire 
Petroleum plc, the company 
secured independent acreage 
in the North Falklands Ba-
sin, as well as shareholdings 
in acreage held by Lasmo plc 
and International Petroleum 
Corporation.  When the major 
players pulled out of drilling 
exploration in late 1998, Co-
lin’s determination kept alive 
the notion of Falklands Oil for 
several years, when the oil in-
dustry interest in frontier areas 
slipped into the economic dol-
drums. 
 Under Colin’s leadership De-
sire has grown into an exciting 
exploration company with a 
leading position. His drive and 
determination, in many ways 
raised a standard for other 
small independent companies 
to aspire to.  
 

BENTHIC Solutions Ltd. re-
cently completed a benthic 
sampling programme for Bor-
ders & Southern Petroleum 
plc within the company’s li-
censed acreage to the south 
of the Falklands. The survey 
involved the taking of sea bed 
samples and water quality pro-
fi les.

The data gathered will be 
used to form an Environmen-
tal baseline Survey which will 
form part of the company’s 
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA). An EIA is required 
in advance of exploratory drill-
ing.  Info: FIG Department of 
Mineral Resources.

FALKLANDS Oil and Gas 
Ltd. along with partner BHP 
Billiton currently in the proc-
ess of collecting geotechnical 
coring samples, “...the results 
of which will help us design 
and drill the well,” confi rmed 
External Affairs Manager, 
Global Exploration, BHP Bil-
liton Julie Tushingham. 

The surveys will help to bet-
ter understanding of the sea 
bed, sediments, shallow geol-
ogy and meteorological and 
oceanographic conditions over 
the companies identifi ed drill-
ing prospects and will help 
reduce the risk of accidents or 
unseen developments during 

drilling. The results will also 
highlight sensitive habitats 
and particular sea fl oor species 
present in the area.

Fugro Survey Ltd. using 
the vessel M/V Fugro Merid-
ian has now fi nished her pro-
gramme of work undertaking 
sea bed sampling that  began 
in mid December. In January 
Fugro-McClelland Marine 
Geoservices from the vessel 
M/V Fugro Saltire undertook 
geotechnical borings of the 
sea bed (see picture - Fugro).

All work is taking place 
in operating in the undrilled 
South and East Falkland Ba-
sins

Benthic sampling Geotechnical borings will help reduce accidents
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Agriculture

FARMING in the Falkland 
Islands can be described as an 
extensive rangeland farming 
system that is environmental-
ly friendly and produces ex-
ceptionally clean and natural 
wool and meat products from 
this pristine environment.

There are over one million 
hectares of agricultural land 
made up of 88 farms, which 
are mostly family owned and 
run. In excess of 500,000 
sheep and 6,000 cattle are 
grazed on the land, which 
has largely retained its native 
plant population interspersed 
with improved pasture and 
mainly brassica fodder crops.

Falkland Islands soils, in 
general, are high in organic 
matter, peaty and highly 
acidic. Native pastures adapt-
ed to these soils and the cool, 
semi-arid and windy climate, 
often mean a relatively short 
growing season from October 
to March.

The Department of Agricul-
ture (DoA) provides a wide 
range of veterinary, agricul-
tural R&D and extension ad-
visory and regulatory servic-
es to farmers and the Stanley 
and camp community. 

It also has a research farm 

‘Saladero’ which is home to 
the Polwarth National Stud 
Flock (NSF) and the Angus 
National Beef Herd (NBH). 
The role of the NSF fl ock is 
to produce an easy care, dual 
purpose sheep, whilst reduc-
ing fi bre diameter (micron) 
and increasing fl eece weight 
and providing a quality sheep 
carcase. Whilst the role of the 
NBH is to produce easy calv-
ing, fast growing cattle that are 
able to produce quality young 
beef fi nished at 24-30 months 
old under the generally harsh 
nutritional environment of the 
Falklands.

Each year the DoA holds a 
ram and bull sale, at which 
these genetically superior live-
stock are auctioned to farm-
ers, ensuring that their quality 
genes are rapidly disseminated 
into fl ocks and herds across 
the Islands.

Due to the past extensive 
embryo transfer and artifi cial 
transfer programmes there is 
now a diversity of genetically 

superior sheep and cattle in the 
Falklands. As a consequence 
the average wool fi bre diam-
eter has dropped 2 microns 
over 5 years which is a highly 
signifi cant change by world 
standards.

As much farming in the Falk-
land Islands has been essen-
tially an extensive ranching 
system with minimal chemical 
useage, links have been es-
tablished with the Biological 
Farmers of Australia (BFA) 
to allow interested farmers 
to become internationally ac-
credited as organic producers. 
This will allow them to capi-
talise on organic premiums 
worldwide, by producing wool 
and meat under internationally 
recognised organic farming 
standards. The Australian Cer-
tifi ed Organic (ACO) stand-
ards, used by the BFA, were 
chosen as they relate to ex-
tensive rangeland agricultural 
systems and are compatible 
with farming in the Falkland 
Islands. The ACO is also in-

ternationally accredited with 
the International Federa-
tion of Organic Movements 
IFOAM.

Ten farms have now signed 
up to the BFA scheme and 
are ‘in conversion’ to organic 
which represents almost 40 
per cent of the agricultural 
land in the Falkland Islands.

In cooperation with farm-
ers and on the Saladero re-
search farm, research and 
development trials involv-
ing, managed intensive graz-
ing, improved genetics, win-
ter swede cropping, legume 
nodulation and a range of 
livestock grazing manage-
ment techniques to reduce in-
ternal parasites are being re-
searched and demonstrated. 

Farming in the Falkland 
Islands is increasingly prof-
itable as farmers in conjunc-
tion with the DoA develop 
and adopt new technologies 
and management methods to 
ensure more effi cient, long 
term sustainable methods of 
producing fresh food from 
this pristine environment.

Below: Sheep dog trials 
Port Howard. Photo by Lisa 
Johnston.

Modern agriculture in the Falkland Islands

By Senior Agricultural Advisor John McArthur

Falkland Islands Government

Department of Agriculture
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Tour-Fishing

RECENT developments in 
Satellite and communications 
technology combined with 
new fi sheries legislation have 
given the Falkland Islands 
Fisheries Department the op-
portunity to add new aids to 
the monitoring and tracking of 
fi shing vessels in the Falkland 
Islands fi shery.

Fishery Offi cer Steve Waugh 
explained, AIS (Automatic 
Identifi cation System) is a 
line of sight radio system fi t-
ted onboard ships in excess 
of 500grt which continuously 
transmits the vessels position 
along with its name, type, call-
sign, course and speed.  

The system was proposed by 
the International Maritime Or-
ganisation as a means of im-
proving shipping safety par-
ticularly in congested waters.

He said, “The fi tting of AIS 
was not made compulsory for 
fi shing vessels, however, the 
benefi ts to improve monitor-
ing of fi shing vessels within 

THE seas around the Falkland 
Islands are incredibly produc-
tive, for this reason they sup-
port globally important sea-
bird populations including the 
black browed albatross, giant 
petrels and a large diversity 
of smaller petrels, prions and 
shearwaters. 

Seabird deaths associated 
with longliners have been 
widely publicised over the 
years but only recently has it 
become apparent that seabirds 
are vulnerable around trawlers 
too. 

Seabirds are killed as they 
forage for discards and of-
fal at the back of trawlers. As 
the vessel pitches and rolls in 
moderate to heavy seas, the 
steel fi shing warps cut through 
the water with suffi cient force 
to trap, entangle or injure sea-
birds foraging on discards 
at the stern causing death by 
drowning or serious injury. 

Work carried out by Falkland 
Islands Fishery Department 
(FIFD) and Falklands Con-
servation over the past 8 years 
has demonstrated that the use 
of the tori line (a simple, inex-
pensive and easy to use bird 

scaring line deployed from the 
stern of the vessel) greatly re-
duces the incidental mortality 
of seabirds. It is similar in style 
to the tori line used by longlin-
ers where mortalities on Falk-
land Island vessels have been 
reduced to negligible levels.  
Its implementation on trawlers 
in the fi nfi sh fi shery in 2004 
resulted in an incredible 90% 
decrease in seabird mortality 
the same year.

Four years on, these tori lines 
were reviewed by FIFD scien-
tifi c observer Kat Snell. She 

found that the original tori line 
had some limitations, which 
included the line travelling 
away from the danger area of 
the warp/water interface dur-
ing cross winds; the streamer 
material not being strong 
enough to resist breaking when 
it became wrapped around the 
warp; the line was too long 
and could, under some condi-
tions, trap and injure seabirds 
and fi nally there were some 
issues with position and ar-
rangement of the streamers. 
During this review period, Kat 

designed a modifi ed version of 
the tori line which was shorter, 
used a different fl oat to stop 
it travelling, and used differ-
ent material for the streamer. 
Subsequent experimental tri-
als during the latter part of 
2008 produced some very en-
couraging results that essen-
tially further reduced seabird 
interactions with the warps, 
reduced interactions with the 
tori line itself and resulted in 
the line travelling less during 
cross winds and increased line 
tension. Not only this, the new 
version is easier to handle and 
more durable, a benefi t for the 
fi shermen who use them.

Vessels fi shing in the Falk-
lands are being encouraged to 
use the new tori line now and 
they will become mandatory 
in July 2009. Scientifi c ob-
servers will continue to moni-
tor the performance of the new 
and improved tori line as it 
becomes more widely used in 
the fi shery.
Photo: New improved tori 
line illustrating its effective-
ness at excluding birds from 
the danger zone at the warp-
water interface.

Falkland Islands continue to lead the way in seabird conservation

A new and improved tori line for trawlers

By Dr. Paul Brickle, 
FIG Fisheries Department.

the fi shery was immediately 
obvious to the Department and 
moves were made to include 
AIS implementation as a li-
cence condition for all fi shing 
vessels. This came into effect 
on July 1, 2008.”

Since then the Fishery Patrol 
vessel has been able to iden-
tify all licensed vessels within 
AIS range, typically 35 nauti-
cal miles, whereas previously, 
vessels appearing on radar 
would not be identifi able.  

This has lead to an overall 
improvement in operating effi -
ciency particularly in relation 
to locating potential poachers 
who are unlikely to be trans-
mitting on AIS but still ap-
pearing as radar targets.

Not only has the system been 
benefi cial in fi shery protection 
but also in harbour control 
where the AIS details of each 
vessel are displayed on dig-
ital harbour charts in the Ops 
rooms.  Vessel positions and 

movements in harbour are im-
mediately visible as are those 
approaching within 30nm.  
All AIS data is logged, mean-
ing any out of hour’s traffi c 
or contentious entries or exits 
can be replayed and details 
verifi ed.

VMS (Vessel Monitoring 
System) is the other tool used 
to monitor fi shing vessels. 
This is a satellite based system 
and is used to track a vessel 
anywhere in the world, rather 
than within a limited radius.  

The Falkland Islands have a 
legal responsibility to moni-
tor their fi shing fl eet wher-
ever they may sail around the 
world, primarily to ensure that 
once out of home waters they 
are not breaching international 
conservation measures. 

The system works by the 
operator in Fisheries send-
ing a small programme to the 
fi shing vessels communica-
tion terminal requesting posi-

tion reports at specifi ed times. 
These reports are then sent 
automatically from the ship 
via satellite and delivered by 
email to fi sheries where the 
fi les are interpreted and dis-
played on the VMS terminal 
digital charts. 

Fishing zones, alarms zones 
and a host of other parameters 
can be set up on the VMS ter-
minal so for example, when 
a ship enters or leaves a zone 
the event is logged and the rel-
evant action taken.

Fishery Offi cer, Steve Waugh 
commented: “The long reach 
of the VMS combined with 
AIS provides both an effective 
monitoring tool and a useful 
deterrent to poachers. 

“They enable better use to 
be made of patrol vessel and 
aircraft time.   However, there 
will always remain the need 
for a physical presence at sea 
to deal effectively with illegal, 
unlicensed and unregulated 
fi shing activities.”

New technology monitoring the fi shing fl eet
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Conservation

THIS year seems rich in an-
niversaries and celebrations; 
most notable is Charles Dar-
win’s 200th anniversary of his 
birth and more locally, Falk-
lands Conservation celebrates 
its 30th anniversary. However, 
it is perhaps the little Cobb’s 
Wren’s anniversary that may 
not be so prominent but wor-
thy of a mention all the same. 
Unlike celebrating anniver-
saries to recognise achieve-
ments and past endeavours, 
2009 will hopefully represent 
the beginning of initiatives to 
investigate this species and 
understand its ecology to help 
secure this little bird’s future 
in the Falklands.

It is 100 years since this 
charismatic bird of the Falk-
lands was named as a species. 
Cobb’s Wren (Troglodytes 
cobbi) is one of two endemic 
birds of the Falkland Islands 
and breeds only on offshore 
islands free of introduced ro-
dents, cats and foxes.  It fa-
vours boulder beaches, with 
accumulated dead kelp, bor-
dered by dense tussac where 
it nests.  

Cobb’s Wren was named af-
ter a specimen from Carcass Is-
land collected by Arthur Cobb 
in 1908. He recorded that the 
specimen had been shot with 

rice, which must have been 
a wise move for such a small 
bird compared to a larger lead 
shot used for geese at the time. 
Cobb’s Wren was treated as a 
separate species from 1909 to 
1921, although debates con-
tinued as to its similarity to 
Troglodytes Wrens in America 
(where it probably originated). 
Following research by Robin 
Woods (1993), it is widely 
accepted as a distinct spe-
cies from its counterparts in 
America which has become 
uniquely adapted to its pre-
ferred habitat on the shores of 
the Falklands. 

During Charles Darwin’s 
visits to East Falkland in 
1833 and 1834, there is no 
mention or description of a 
bird that resembles this noisy 
and prominent wren, as with 
other naturalists who vis-
ited the Falklands during the 
19th Century. There is little 
fi rm evidence to suggest that 
Cobb’s Wren was once wide-
spread on suitable shorelines 
of East and West Falkland and 
there have been no records of 
this bird breeding there within 
the last two centuries.  It is 
highly likely that the wren had 
already disappeared from the 
two main islands following 
the arrival of rats, mice and 

cats with early settlers and the 
overgrazing of tussac. 

What we know so far is this 
wren is present on at least 70 
offshore islands of the archi-
pelago, the majority of which 
are confi rmed rat free. Cobb’s 
Wrens have been recorded at 
various settlements with ro-
dents during the autumn and 
winter months, but have not 
been recorded as breeding and 
are probably juveniles dispers-
ing. 

Cobb’s Wren forages on its 
favoured habitat of boulder 
beaches with dead kelp for 
small marine invertebrates, 
and in dense tussac for in-
vertebrates such as the camel 
cricket. It nests within the tus-
sac grass or in rock crevices 
and lays 3-4 eggs between Oc-
tober and December.  

Since the Breeding Birds 
Survey (1983-1992) informa-
tion on Cobb’s Wren has been 
collected by Mike Morrison 
and Robin Woods during sur-
veys for Falklands Conserva-
tion with records from a few 
others including Sally and 
Leiv Poncet. In 2008 a work-
shop was held in Stanley facil-
itated by the FIG Environmen-
tal Planning Department and 
the EU funded South Atlantic 
Invasive Species Project. The 

workshop addressed the key 
threats to this species with the 
aim of producing priority ac-
tions and objectives. These 
have been set out in a 10 year 
Species Action Plan produced 
by Falklands Conservation. 

Cobb’s Wren is undoubtedly 
one of the more charismatic of 
the smaller land birds in the 
Falklands, and this year, its 
100th anniversary, will hope-
fully see the beginning of 
research initiatives to under-
stand more about this bird’s 
ecology and habitat require-
ments.   There are also plans to 
investigate many of the 550 or 
more un-surveyed offshore is-
lands for its presence, if suffi -
cient funds become available. 

Although absent from the 
mainland, Cobb’s Wren can 
be observed relatively easily 
by taking a boat trip to Kidney 
Island (permission required 
from EPD) from Stanley and it 
is well worth the trip to experi-
ence this little endemic Falk-
land bird.

Reference:
Woods, RW. 1993. Cobb’s 

Wren Troglodytes (aedon) 
cobbi of the Falkland Islands.  
Bulletin of the British Orni-
thologists’ Club 113:195-207

Above: Cobbs Wren and 
Arthur Cobb. 

Celebrating 100 years of the Cobb’s Wren

By Sarah Crofts - Falklands ConservationBy Sarah Crofts - Falklands Conservation  
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Tourism

CRUISE ship visitor numbers 
landing in the Falklands so 
far for this season are up 26% 
overall on last year, confi rmed 
Jake Downing, General Man-
ager of the Falkland Islands 
Tourist Board (FITB).

Mr Downing said the growth 
is, “...down to the worldwide 
boom in cruising, which is 
currently the fastest growing 
tourism sector in the world, 
and more specifi cally due to 
the popularity of South Amer-
ica and Antarctica as cruising 
destinations. “

But despite the current suc-
cess, FITB isn’t resting on its 
laurels. “We’re all too aware 
of the slowing economy and 
how it might affect next sea-
son,” says Mr Downing. “So 
the team at FITB are working 
hard to develop new oppor-
tunities to market ourselves, 
and we have some exciting 

projects in the pipeline includ-
ing a website overhaul and 
attendance at some important 
international exhibitions.” 

The number of cruise pas-
sengers that arrived in the 
Falklands between October 
08 – December 08 was 15,209 
which is an increase of over 
16% in comparison to the 
same period last year 

Mr Downing also reported a 
new record set for Falkland Is-
lands tourism with 4,053 visi-
tors arriving on board cruise 
ships on one day in February 
this season.

This outstripped the previ-
ous record day of 3,779 which 
took place on December 4, 
2007. Three ships arrived in 
Stanley on Friday February 
6: the Celebrity Infi nity, 
Spirit of Adventure and 

Norwegian Sun. “Despite the 
large numbers, everything ran 
very smoothly and we’d like 
to thank the local residents for 
being so patient with the con-
gestion in Stanley,” said Mr 
Downing, “visitor feedback 
was excellent, with a large pro-
portion saying they’d consider 
coming back here again.” 

February 11 was also a busy 
day, with the arrival of fre-
quent visitor Star Princess. 

Jackie Summers of SeAled 
PR, who was at the Jetty Cen-
tre on Stanley seafront, said, 
“Cruise ship tourists were 
treated to a low fl ying display 
from Royal Air Force aircraft 
when they twice dipped low 

over the Jetty Centre. It was 
great, a very dramatic dis-

play. The tourists were 
all scrabbling for their 

cameras.”
While visitors might have 

been slightly startled by the 
unexpected low fl ying aircraft, 
Islanders are ever enthusiastic 
about such obvious displays of 
the strength of British Defence 
of the Falklands.

Another resident working in 
the cruise ship arrivals car-
park commented light-heart-
edly, “All visitors from any-
where in the world, including 
Argentina, are very welcome 
to visit the Falklands, we’re 
extremely proud of our way 
of life and our amazing wild-
life, but we can’t help a little 
smile when the RAF fl y over 
on days when we know there 
are lots of Argentine nationals 
on the ship in the harbour.”

Left: RAF Tornado impres-
sive sight for tourists. MPC 
Photo Sect. Above: Nature 
trek for visitors.

Cruise tourism: visitor numbers up

LOCAL graphic artist Ju-
lie Halliday of Studio 52 
has been working with the 
Falkland Islands Tourist 
Board to produce designs 
for a new offi cial passport 
stamp, created to ‘enhance 
and encapsulate the visitor’s 
experience’.

SALES in the Jetty Visi-
tor’s Centre on Stanley sea 
front have increased by 40% 
in the fi rst part of the season 
compared to the same period 
last year.

DURING January FITB 
successfully hosted a three 
day SAGA Holidays press 
trip which included journal-
ists from regional and na-
tional newspapers.

Briefl y
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Philately

BREEDING penguins of the 
Falklands, Farewell to the 
QE2, Islands, stacks and bluffs 
and, Port Louis 1833-2008 are 
four sets of the most recent 
stamps to be released by the 
Falkland Islands Government 
Philatelic Bureau.

Breeding penguins: The 
images are taken from photo-
graphs by local photographer 
Alan Henry and Reinhard 
Mischke. 

The set comprises six airmail 
postcard rate stamps showing 
the head profi le of each type of 
the fi ve breeding penguins and 
an unusual picture of an albino 
Rockhopper penguin.  

Port Louis: The £2 souvenir 

sheet (artist Victor Ambrus) 
shows an image of the cer-
emony with Captain Onslow 
picked out in the actual stamp.  
The 27p shows one of the sail-
ors raising the fl ag, whilst the 
65p shows three Royal Ma-
rines. 

QE2: The QE2 was part of 
the Task Force sent South after 
the Argentine invasion of the 
Falkland Islands. With a vol-
unteer crew of 650, the QE2 
sailed from Southampton on 
the afternoon of May 12 with 
3,000 members of the Fifth In-
fantry Brigade on board

The top value stamp and First 
Day Cover portray the simple 
elegance of the QE2, illustrat-

ed by Leslie Taylor. 
Islands, Stacks & Bluffs 

Part 1 2008: The Falklands’ 
coastline is enriched by a se-
ries of magnifi cent bluffs and 
numerous offshore islands and 
stacks. 

The stamps (artist Tony 
Chater) in this series illustrate 
both some of the best-known 
and other more obscure exam-
ples of these features.

Photos L-R: QE2 First Day 
Cover. Port Louis 65p. Port 
Louis £2 souvenir sheet image 
of the ceremony with Captain 
Onslow. The Slipper West 
Point. Albino Rockhopper 
penguin. Gentoo penguin.

Political and natural history 
in latest FIG stamp releases 

By Ronnie Spafford
VERY few relevant documents 
still exist in private hands relat-
ing to the beginning of perma-
nent British settlement at Port 
Louis (see stamps top right) 
except for one: a letter dated 
4th. May, 1842 from Captain 
John James Onslow to Captain 
Hamilton R.N., Private Secre-
tary at the Admiralty, London.
The letter reads:

“Sir,
The short audience I had with 

Lord Haddington, who admits 
my claim & strong recommen-
dation from Sir Geo. Cockburn 
to his Lordships may, I trust, 
induce him to give me early 
employment & prevented me 

saying much about myself 
which is at all times disagree-
able but I hope you will make 
his Lordship aware that I was 
selected for a most delicate 
service, “the retaking of the 
Falkland Islands”, a service, 
which Wm 4  & Sir T. Hardy 
were pleased to say had been 
performed with great judge-
ment: and if it had not been for 
the peculiar position it placed 
our government & the Argen-
tine Republic, who protested 
against our proceedings I 
should have been honoured by 
a mark of distinction; & it was 
under all these circumstances 
that the late Majesty recom-
mended me for a command to 

Lord Auckland.  Perhaps you 
will read these few lines to 
the First Lord, it may aid my 
cause.

“I have written to our mutual 
friend, Lord George Seymour, 
to acquaint him of the result of 
my audiences, it was through 
him, & your brother, kindly 
moved on my behalf years 
ago.
“Believe me,
Yr faithful humble servant,
John James Onslow
Capt. R.N.”
 In July 1842 Captain Onslow 
was appointed to command 
HMS Daphne and during this 
tour he called at the Falkland 
Islands several times in 1844.

Port Louis letter from Captain Onslow
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Books and letters

FALKLANDSCAPES by 
Tony Chater published by 
Rockhopper Books, Falkland 
Islands 
ISBN 978 0 9560411 04.  
£29.95 in the UK from Sub-
buteo Books plus p&p.

My fi rst book of photo-
graphs of the Falkland Islands 
was ‘The Falklands’ by Tony 
Chater, fi rst published in 1993, 
which I purchased following 
a visit to the Islands in 1996. 
Almost every year since a cal-
endar featuring a selection of 
Tony Chater’s photographs has 
hung on my wall so I was de-
lighted to hear of a new book 
of his pictures being published 
last year.

This is another gem and 
one deserving a place on the 
bookshelves of those who like 
islands and their wildlife, es-
pecially the Falkland Islands. 
Chater describes the book as 
‘an exhibition of my work 
spanning three decades’.  The 
pictures are divided up under 
general headings that cover the 
geological and human history 
of the Islands, which bring us 
right up to date, and the four 
seasons – Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter. 

OVERSEAS member of the 
FIA, Mr James A Davis of Il-
linois wrote to the FIA News-
letter with the following com-
ments relating to the Spring 
2008 issue.
“I found one paragraph some-
what disturbing. I am referring 
to the article on page 3 enti-
tled Falklands Reviews Rela-
tionships with the EU. In the 
second paragraph Councillor 
Summers is reported as say-
ing, ...we have a much more 
devolved power than for exam-
ple French or Dutch Overseas 
Territories.” Therefore to seek 
a closer relationship with the 
EU runs contrary to the con-
cept of seeking a more distant 
relationship from Britain. 
“I am very surprised that any-
one living in the Falklands 
would be in favour of seek-
ing a more distant relationship 
from Britain. 
“I am aware that there are on-
going discussions about a new 
constitution that might give 
more power to the local legis-
lature over local issues. This, 
however, it seems to me, is a 
far cry from ‘seeking a more 
distant relationship from Brit-
ain’.
 “I am confused by this state-
ment and I think other readers 
of your Newsletter might be as 
well. Perhaps a clarifi cation or 
explanation of this statement 
might be made in an up com-
ing Falkland Islands Associa-
tion Newsletter.”

Councillor Mike Summers 
kindly responded to the com-
ments as follows:

“My comments about a more 
distant relationship from Brit-
ain was referring to the British 
OT’s as a group, not specifi -
cally the Falklands. 

This group includes coun-
tries such as Bermuda, Cay-
man, Gibraltar, British Virgin 
Islands and the Turks and 
Caicos Islands as well as the 
Falklands, all of whom have 
amended their Constitutions, 
or are doing so, in ways that 
increase internal self govern-
ment and more clearly de-
scribe the post-colonial situa-
tion in their countries. 

“In this respect we are all 
seeking clearer defi nitions of 
devolved responsibility, and 
circumscribing the role of the 
Governor to those key func-
tions required to assure the 
UK Parliament of  the rule of 
law and good governance. 

THE Falkland Islands Journal 
2008 Vol 9, Part 2.,edited and 
published by Jim McAdam.  
153 pages including foreword 
and contents; 35 black & white 
photos with the front cover 
featuring Fossils in the Natu-
ral History Museum, London 
collected by Charles Darwin 
in 1833, as can be found in the 
road builders’ quarries on West 
Falkland or on the north bank 
of the carinage at Port Louis, 
which is probably where Dar-
win found them, ISSN 0256 
– 1824.  Available from Mr F. 
G. Mitchell, 2, Egliston Mews, 
Putney, London SW15 1AP at 
£10 inclusive of postage with-
in the U.K.

 Included are two well re-
searched articles on Charles 
Darwin, the fi rst of which is 
by Patrick Armstrong who 
supplied the entry on Darwin 
in The Dictionary of Falk-
lands Biography by David 
Tatham and is a précis of that 
biography.  The second is by 
Phil Stone dealing more spe-

Many of the pictures speak 
for themselves but short notes 
help set the scene, identify the 
wildlife and provide a brief 
background to the history of 
these Islands

Many of the pictures are su-
perb portraits of the Islands 
wildlife, especially the birds 
but stunning scenic shots are 
included. There is a collection 
of pictures of the many wrecks 
that lie in the harbours and 
around the coasts of the Is-
lands and which are gradually 
breaking up after a century or 
more of quiet rest. The pictures 

of the old sailing ship Jhelum 
are now archive pictures as the 
front half of the wreck broke 
up earlier this year. The last 
few pictures are reminders of 
threats, both real and poten-
tial, that exist today – plastic 
litter on the beaches and the 
algal blooms or ‘red tides’ 
that killed many penguins and 
other wildlife. The last pho-
tograph is of an oil drilling 
rig, a reminder of the, as yet, 
untapped reserves which will 
bring prosperity and problems 
in the future.  

C Wright

cifi cally with Darwin’s visits 
to the Falklands.  Patrick Arm-
strong has also republished his 
entry on Robert Fitzroy from 
The Dictionary of Falklands 
Biography.

A fully documented article 
by Karlheinz Olsinger on the 
German Christian sect known 
as the ‘Cordians’ who pro-
vided contract labour in the 

Falkland Islands from 1954 
to 1959 covers a period pre-
viously unknown to me and 
probably many other people.

It is a pity that all the num-
bers in the text referring to the 
notes at the end of Stephen 
Palmer’s article on Adolphe 
Alexander Lecomte have been 
omitted as this makes them 
diffi cult to connect.  This has 
also happened with an article 
by Ken Privett on Wireless in 
the Falklands 1911 – 1920.

The Journal also includes 
interesting articles on Land-
scapes, Stone Runs, ship re-
pair and Aquila Airways

There are two Alastair Cam-
eron History Prize articles this 
year, numbered incorrectly in 
the contents list and both of 
them very different; one on the 
McPhee Family and the other 
on the House Sparrow in the 
Falklands.  Both are very well 
researched and are a credit 
to the authors, both ten years 
old. 
R N Spafford

Falklandscapes by Tony Chater

THE Falkland Islands Journal 2008 Vol 9 Part 2

Disturbing comment?
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Births, marriages, deaths and obituaries 2008

Births
24.01.2008 Kailand John to Paul Ford &  Karen Armstrong-Ford
28.01.2008 Aiden James   to Andrew MacDonald & Leomi Gunnell
05.02.2008 Anthony Simon to Stevie & Carolina Bonner
13.02.2008. Alicia Elizabeth to Colin Shepherd & Kerry Middleton
15.02.2008 Alfi e Andrew to Jake Downing & Wendy Hughes
23.02.2008 Amber Niamh to Martyn & Andrea Barlow
17.03.2008 Saskia Monique to Nicholas David Stevens & Mara Jean O’Bey
30.03.2008 Konner Roger to Roger & Angie May
05.04.2008 Beth Dale to Mervyn Lee & Sarah Boyce
07.04.2008 Skye to Lucinda Lowe
03.04.2008 Joshua Glen to Glen & Margaret Williams
28.05.2008 Grayson Henry to Deena Marie Jones
03.06.2008 Jade Elizabeth to Karen Rozee
10.06.2008 Eleanor to Alistair & Johan Wilkinson
17.06.2008 Ashleigh Leonie to Sara Berntsen
06/07/2008 Jadyn Jaime to Karen Williams & Alistair Ceballos-Anderson
19/07/2008 Olivia Lillian to Lindsay Bonner & Nigel Yon
17/07/2008 Jasmine Sarah to Alison Baker & Wayne McCormick
31/07/2008 Emma Kerryn to Lisa Pole-Evans & Harold Neilson
25/08/2008 Sasha Rose to Melanie Clausen & Darrel Ford 
18/09/2008 Kate to Jacqueline Jaffray & Lee Clement
28/09/2008 Nathaniel John to Jenny & Adam Cockwell
28/09/2008 Theo Stephen Joseph to Joanne Turner & Stephen Clifton
09/10/2008 Christopher James to Beverley Lee
02/11/2008 Lucy Cameron to Tony & Mariela Blake
07/11/2008 Alisha Jade to Charlotte-Anne Middleton
05/12/2008 Finn Oswald to Elizabeth & Wetjen Dimmlich
10/12/2008 Rosanna to Paula & Gus Reid
24/12/2008 Amber Louise to Gonzalo Ibarra & Sheena Benjamin

Marriages
10/02/2008 Vlad Rojanschi & Candice Ann Young in Stanley 
22/03/2008 Mark Anthony Fisher & Nicola Donna Inker in Stanley
23/02/2008 Neville Hayward & Pauline May Hawksworth in North Arm Settlement
19/04/2008 Anthony Thomas Blake & Mariela Burucua Devalle in Stanley
2/05/2008 Kenneth Olen Cook & Irma Vilimiene in Stanley
21/06/2008 Malcolm Prior & Claudette Anderson in Stanley
4/10/2008 Reynold Gus Reid & Paula Pole-Evans in Stanley
18/10/2008 Christopher James Ford & Debbi Louisa Robson in Stanley.
1/11/2008 Zaza Elbakidze & Natasha Bonita Greenland in Stanley.
14/12/2008 Stuart James Holmes & Esther Sancho Fernandes in Stanley
13/12/2008 Ishmael Llewellyn Stevens & Kathleen Rose MacDonald in Stanley
19/12/2008  Octavio Enrique Marinovic Dey & Jessy Ann Hutt Calisto in Stanley
24/12/2008 Darwin Lewis Clifton & Barbara Brigitt Nannig Reyes in Stanley

Obituary

MAJOR General (retired) Ni-
gel St. George Gribbon OBE, 
the founding Chairman of the 
United Kingdom Falkland 
Islands Trust (UKFIT) was 
Managing Director of Brit-
ish PR company, Sallingbury 
Limited, before and during the 
war and provided PR exper-
tise for the political lobbying 
group the Falkland Islands As-
sociation. He died aged 91 on 
January 9, 2009.

At the time of the War, the 
Falkland Islands Government 
did not have the resources to 
deal with the sudden interest 
from the British media, and 
turned to the Falkland Islands 
Association for their assist-
ance. 

As part of UKFIT he also 
drove forward the idea of or-
ganic farming in the islands.

Nigel Gribbon OBE

Judith Faulkner

Deaths
06/01/2008 Robert Ford aged 51 yrs
19/01/2008 Phyllis Marjorie Tuckwood aged 56 yrs
23/02/2008 Leon Berntsen aged 52 yrs
27/05/2008 Charles Porter aged 82 yrs
29/05/2008 Olive Elizabeth Aldridge aged 77 yrs
29/05/2008 Sylvia Rose Stewart aged 77 yrs
01/06/2008 Ellen Alma Betts aged 90 yrs
09/06/2008 Irene Marion Betts aged 67 yrs
18/06/2008 Maggie Ann Alazia aged 88 yrs
29/06/2008 Catherine Annie Rowlands  aged 79yrs
18/06/2008 Patrick George Whitney aged 62yrs
13/07/2008 Robert John David Hewitt aged 85yrs
14/07/2008 Jean Lewis aged 83yrs
16/07/2008 Raymond Winston Newman aged67yrs
17/09/2008 Betty Josephine Biggs aged 79 yrs
07/10/2008 Joyce Kathleen Clark aged 81 yrs
11/10/2008 Ronald Terrance Morrison aged 77 yrs
12/10/2008 Sybil Grace Luxton aged 94 yrs
25/10/2008 Mary Ann Burns aged 93 yrs
08/11/2008 Violet Regina Margaret Felton aged 77yrs
14/11/2008 Horace James Binnie aged 92 yrs
14/12/2008 James Bentley Sanders aged 79yrs
31/12/2008 Shirley Peck aged 71yrs

BORN in Caterham, Sur-
rey, in 1938, Judith Faulkn-
er grew up there during 
and after the War. At fi rst 
she worked for Caterham 
Council and then, for 30 
years, at fragrance and 
fl avouring manufacturer 
Givaudan Roure. She mar-
ried her husband Robin in 
1957.
Stamps were always her 

passion. This led to her in-
terest in the Falklands, Ant-
arctica and the Sub-Antarc-
tic Islands. She became a 
member of the James Caird 
Society, which especially 
remembers Shackleton and 
other explorers. She joined 
the Redhill, Kenley and 
several other philatelic so-
cieties. She also joined the 
Falkland Islands Associa-
tion.
Judith went out twice to 

the Falklands and, together 
with her husband, visited 
South Georgia and Antarc-
tica in 2004.
She and her husband went 

to stamp shows all over the 
South of England, collect-
ing stamps, books, etc. Her 
collection became quite 
magnifi cent. She also wrote 
philatelic articles for the 
FIA Newsletter, and con-
tributed several articles on 
Falklands and naval per-
sonalities to the Dictionary 
of Falklands Biography 
 Judith joined the Commit-

tee of the FIA in 2004.
In 2007 her health began 

to fail. She bore it stoically, 
but passed away on 12th 
October 2008.
She is survived by her 

husband, Robin, and two 
sons Kevin and Neil. She 
is greatly missed by the As-
sociation. 
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Advertising
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  Falkland Islands Association Information

Wednesday 6th May 2009:
Visit to Falkand Islands Memorial Chapel, Pangbourne.
Tuesday 9th June 2009:
Lincoln’s Inn Reception
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Trip to Maritime Musem at Greenwich
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Battle Day Ceremony and AGM
Members wishing to attend any of these events must book 
in advance
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Saunders: outstanding source 
of political and natural history

SAUNDERS Island, the 
West island chosen as the 
site of the fi rst British set-
tlement on the Falkland 
Islands is now a popular 
destination for both land-
based and cruise ship tour-
ists.

About 90 miles from 
Stanley, the wool-produc-
ing farm of Saunders Island 
is 30,640 acres and owned 
by farmers David and Tony 
Pole-Evans. 

Saunders Island was 
named after the British Ad-
miral Sir Charles Saunders 
who accompanied Lord 
Anson during his round the 
world voyage in the 1740s. 
In 1765 Port Egmont on 
Saunders Island was cho-
sen as the site of the fi rst 
British settlement, largely 
due to its safe natural har-
bour and nutritional plants.

Now during the summer 
season tourists arrive ei-
ther by Government Air 
Service Islander aircraft to 
stay in the self-catering ac-
commodation, or for a day 
visit by cruise ship zodiac 
at a narrow isthmus called 
The Neck

Visitors are seeking out 
the four species of breed-

ing, penguins: gentoo, 
King, Magellanic and 
rockhopper, black-browed 
albatross, king and rock 
cormorants, Black-necked 
swans and many other 
shorebirds are also very 
close to hand. 

Elephant seals, dramatic 
scenery and fascinating 
plants are in abundance, 
and the ruins of the Falk-
lands’ fi rst British base can 
be seen at Port Egmont, 
about a 30 minute walk 
along the coast from the 
present day settlement. 

A plaque marking the 
historical importance of 
the site, and the newly re-
stored graves of the Royal 
Marines killed in battle at 
the end of the 1760’s dur-
ing battle with the Spanish 
who took possession of 
Port Egmont briefl y in the 
1770’s can also be seen.

Top right: Black-browed 
albatross chick and 
parent. 

Right: Cruise ship 
tourists land by zodiac at 
The Neck. 

Below: Striated Cara-
cara perches on a Try-pot 
(blubber melting pot) All 
photos by Alan Henry.


