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RAF Search and Rescue pilot Flt Lt Wales, more often known as Prince 
William completed a six week tour of the Falklands in February/March 
2012. Flt Lt Wales pictured here at work at Mount Pleasant Airport. 
Photo: HQBFSAI
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Editorial by FIA Chair Alan Huckle

IT was only to be expected 
that the Argentine Govern-
ment would increase their 
rhetoric in the run-up to the 
30th anniversary of their 
invasion of the Falkland 
Islands in 1982. Yet their 
attempt to portray the UK 
Government as increas-
ingly militaristic, even bel-
ligerent, in defence of the 
Falklands is hardly credible.

Certainly, the UK Govern-
ment maintains a military 
base in the Falklands. But 
it was only put there after 
1982 to deter against any 
further Argentine attempt to 
take the Falklands by force. 
Indeed, to refl ect current 
circumstances, the British 
military presence on the 
Islands has been declining 
not increasing. The number 
of military personnel and 
defence-related contrac-
tors is currently well below 
1,800 persons that used 
to be the fi gure. The fact 
that RAF Typhoon aircraft 
replaced the ageing Torna-
dos a couple of years ago 
and that HMS Dauntless 
is deploying on the regular 
South Atlantic patrol re-
fl ects more the modernisa-
tion of the armoury avail-
able to the British armed 
forces than any UK attempt 
to raise the military stakes. 
In reality, the UK military 
presence in the Falklands is 
what is suffi cient to provide 
a credible deterrent. The 
UK is not in the business of 
provocation.

Yet the Argentine Gov-
ernment claims exactly that 
over the short-term deploy-
ment of Prince William as a 
helicopter rescue pilot. But 
what better place than the 
Falklands, where he is al-
ways guaranteed a friendly 
welcome, safe from any 
terrorist threat, and more 
protected from excessive 
media intrusion, for him to 
gain the necessary practi-
cal experience of fl ying in 
challenging weather con-
ditions to save lives? And 
why on earth should the 
Argentine Government 
complain about a planned 
visit by members of the De-
fence Select Committee? It 
is, after all, their job to take 
a critical look at UK military 
expenditure world-wide. 

Should be for Falkland Islanders to 
determine their own political future

They could in theory rec-
ommend a reduced military 
presence on the Islands. 
So how could this be con-
sidered provocative?

In contrast, it is the Ar-
gentine Government under 
the Kirchners that has been 
raising the political tem-
perature over the Falklands 
since they came to power. 
They have withdrawn from 
previous agreements set 
up to promote dialogue 
and co-operation in areas 
of mutual interest; they 
have stopped charter fl ights 
originating in Argentina or 
passing through Argentine 
airspace from going to the 
Falklands and are seeking 
to control shipping in the 
same way; they have leg-
islated to discourage more 
general commercial links 
with the Falklands and have 
lobbied other South Ameri-
can states to do the same. 
They have even espoused 
a ban on trade with the UK. 
This is a misguided attempt 
at economic pressure, even 
if it is not yet an effective 
blockade.

The prospect of oil be-
ing commercially exploited 
around the Falklands is un-
doubtedly one of the cata-
lysts for all this, aside from 
Argentine domestic politics. 
Yet Argentine attempts to 
prevent drilling supplies 
from being routed through 
South America have had 
little effect. The oil compa-
nies have merely used the 
north-south route direct 
from the UK. In a way, the 
Argentine Government has 
missed a trick. But for their 
Government’s position, Ar-
gentine companies might 
have made serious profi t by 
supplying the oil companies 
involved in the exploration 
of Falklands waters. Equal-
ly, the Argentine refusal to 
allow two cruise ships to 
dock in Ushuaia,merely be-
cause they had visited the 
Falklands fi rst, might also 
backfi re on them.

Both the UK and FI Gov-
ernments would, I am sure, 
still be keen to see a re-
sumption of greater co-op-
eration in areas of mutual 
interest, particularly, for ex-
ample, in fi sheries conser-
vation where over-fi shing 

outside Falklands waters 
has reduced certain fi sh 
stocks in the SW Atlantic to 
critical levels.

But everything is bedevil-
led by the Argentine asser-
tion of its sovereignty claim. 
It might seem reasonable 
for those not involved on a 
day-to-day basis on Falk-
lands issues to call for 
discussions on resolving 
the sovereignty impasse. 
But the Argentine Govern-
ment’s sole aim is to make 
the Islands Argentine. 
That’s in their Constitution. 
They do not acknowledge 
the Falkland Islands Gov-
ernment and ignore the 
wishes of the Falkland Is-
landers and the principle 
of self-determination en-
shrined in the UN Charter. 
Yet what is absolutely clear 
is that the Falkland Island-
ers want to remain British.

What is also clear is that 
the Falkland Islanders have 
no wish to revert to their 
pre-1982 dependency on 
the Argentines for their only 
air link to the South Ameri-
can continent. Then they 
had to present Argentine-
issued ‘white cards’ rather 
than passports to the Ar-
gentine authorities whenev-
er they travelled to and from 
the Falklands. So it is no 
surprise that Islanders are 
sceptical, even dismissive, 
now of President Kirchner’s 
plan to replace the weekly 
fl ight through Chile with 
three fl ights a week through 
Buenos Aires. This they see 
as just another misguided 
attempt by the Argentine 
Government to exert con-
trol over the Islands.

What are the implications 
for the Falkland Islands 
Association? As the new 
FIA Chairman, it is clear 
to me that the Association 
has much to do, without 
cutting across the work of 
others, to help dispel the 
myths and propaganda that 
the Argentine Government 
puts about and, by raising 
awareness of what life is 
really like in the Falklands, 
to sustain a strong body of 
support for the principle that 
it should be for the Falkland 
Islanders themselves to de-
termine their own political 
future.
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News - politics

MEMBERS of the Falklands’ Chilean community took advantage of the presence of Argentine reporters and cam-
era crews in Stanley on February 9. 2012, with a peaceful protest against Argentine threats to the Lan airlink be-
tween the Islands and Punta Arenas Chile.

Chilean community condemns 
Argentine threats to airlink

THE  Argentine President 
Cristina Fernández de 
Kirchner accused Britain of 
“militarising” the South Atlantic, 
in her speech to provincial 
governors, union leaders, 
senators, and deputies from 
the Casa Rosada in Buenos 
Aires on February 7.

Despite expectation and 
some concern expressed by 
Islanders that her intention was 
to bring about an interruption 
to  the airlink between the 
Falklands and Chile, her 
primary point was in fact that 
she intended to fi le a complaint 
to the United Nations on the 
issue of the Falklands. 

She said, “I have instructed 
our foreign minister to protest 
at the UN the militarisation 
of the South Atlantic which 
implies a grave risk for 
international security, 
precisely when we see in 
other countries situations that 
become unmanageable. The 
coming wars will be for natural 
resources and Argentina is 
one of the richest regions in 

world in those resources,” she 
said. 

She said, “I want to ask the 
British Prime Minister to give 
peace a chance; give peace a 
chance, not war.”

Fernández spoke at the 
presidential palace in Buenos 
Aires in front of a large map of 
the Falkland Islands painted in 
the blue and white colours of 
the Argentine fl ag.

It appeared her intention 
was to internationalise the 
dispute and raise pressure on 
London to discuss sovereignty. 

A summit of leftwing leaders 
in Venezuela the week before 
backed Fernández's campaign 
as a pan-regional cause. Her 
Venezuelan counterpart, Hugo 
Chávez, said Caracas would 
support its ally in a military 
confl ict.

A Foreign Offi ce spokesman 
said: “The people of the 
Falkland Islands are British 
out of choice. They are 
free to determine their own 
future and there will be no 
negotiations with Argentina 
over sovereignty unless the 

Argentine appeal to UN
Islanders wish it.”

The US Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs, Roberta 
Jacobson, explained the 
Obama administration’s 
standing on the Falklands 
sovereignty issue, which urges 
Argentina and the United 
Kingdom to fi nd a diplomatic 
exit to the matter.

Member of the Falkland 
Islands Legislative Assembly 
Mike Summers said Argentina 
was welcome to take the 
“militarisation” issue to the UN 
Security Council and General 
Assembly, but they should be 
aware that as guardians of the 
principle of the right to self-
determination, that issue would 
also be raised in the context of 
any discussion regarding the 
Falkland Islands.

He said if Cristina Fernandez 
would sincerely like to “give 
peace a chance,” she should 
consider removing the punitive 
measures she has put in place 
in an attempt to force Islanders 
to bend to her will.

Argentina bans English ‘pirates’ from the port of Ushuaia
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News - politics

DURING his speech to the Overseas 
Countries and Territories EU Forum, 
in January Member of Legislative 
Assembly Roger Edwards urged 
the EU Commission to ensure that 
the rights of citizens of OCTs are 
not compromised in relations with 
countries and regional bodies, 
“especially at this time of heightened 
pressure from Argentina on our 
trade and economic position.”

The Forum was held in Brussels 
from January 23 - 26. The Falkland 
Islands delegation comprised Roger 
Edwards MLA, Sharon Halford MLA, 
Head of Policy Jamie Fotheringham, 
and Falklands Government UK 
Representative Sukey Cameron. 
The Falkland Islands took the lead 
in presenting a joint position on 
trade issues and regional integration 
facing all OCTs, to the European 
Commission.

In preparing the presentation the 
Falkland Islands delegation worked 
closely with the delegations from 
Anguilla, Curacao, Greenland and 
St. Pierre Miquelon. MLA Edwards’  
message was also underlined in 
the speech by the representative 
of the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi ce during which he specifi cally 
affi rmed the UK’s support of the right 
of the Falkland Islanders to self-
determination.

The Legislative Assembly’s newest members, the Camp constituency’s 
Ian Hansen and Stanley’s Barry Elsby took the Assembly oaths at a 
ceremony held at 11am at Government House on Friday, December 16. 
(L-R) Mike Summers, Ian Hansen, Sharon Halford, Roger Edwards, Dick 
Sawle, Jan Cheek, Gavin Short and Barry Elsby.

TWO resignations from the Falkland 
Islands Legislative Assembly late 
last year resulted in a by-election to 
fi ll spaces in the Stanley and Camp 
constituencies.

Dr Barry Elsby was duly elected 
as a representative for the Stanley 
constituency. In his election manifesto 
he concentrated in particular on the 
issue of Argentina saying, “we are in a 
war of attrition with Argentina and we, 
the Falkland Islands, need to take the 
war to the ‘enemy’ and stop relying on 
this quiet diplomacy.

“We need to continue sending 
MLAs (Members of the Legislative 
Assembly) to the UN and to other 
countries to try and win their support 
but I think the time has come for us 
to engage an International Public 
Relations fi rm to rapidly counter the 
Argentinean lies and shame countries 
into supporting our basic right to self 
determination.” 

Former Assembly Member 
Ian Hansen became the newest 
representative for the Camp 
constituency. Mr Hansen stood 
unopposed.

Elsby and Hansen join Assembly

THE Falklands’ stand at the Labour and Conservative Party Conferences 
in Manchester was once again well attended, Falklands Government UK 
representative Sukey Cameron confi rmed after the event in October.
Meeting parliamentarians, delegates, diplomats and the media, the Hon Sharon 
Halford MLA and the Hon Roger Edwards MLA along with Ms Cameron, took 
the opportunity to update them on developments in the Islands and appraise 
them of the current hostile Argentine stance.

“At the Conservative Conference, the Secretaries of State for Defence and 
Foreign Affairs restated the government’s very strong support for the Islands,” 
said Ms Cameron. 

Sukey Cameron with MLA Roger Edwards and labour leader the Rt Hon 
Ed Miliband MP           Picture Gus Campbell Photography

Support at Party ConferencesHon Edwards 
overseas
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News 

Falklands’ shearers 
make world top fi ve

FALKLANDS born shearers Evan 
Jones and Lee Molkenbuhr joined the 
top world rank of  shearers on March 
1, along with wool handlers Vikki 
Lee and Sammy Hirtle at the Golden 
Shears competition in New Zealand. 

Holding their own from the very start 
the team fl ew the fl ag with pride and 
by the end of the gruelling competition 
shearers Evan and Lee had secured 
fi fth in the world for the Falkland 
Islands  in the team shear behind 
New Zealand, Scotland, Wales and 
Australia.

Lee also secured fourth in the Lister 
Shearing World Machine Shearing 
Plate.

For the fi rst time the Falklands 
had wool handlers entered in the 
competition and Sammy also walked 
away in fi fth position, while the wool 
handling team itself took a very 
impressive third place.

 The Falklands team competed in 
the Islands to qualify for the Golden 
Shears World Championships 
(which was offi cially formed in 1960). 
They have received hundreds of 
congratulatory messages from their 
very proud supporters in the Islands 
and around the world. A commentator 
at the referred to them: “a small 
islands but with a big spirit.”

Pictures by Falklands Islands 
Sheep Shearing.

Falklands shearers Evan Jones and 
Lee Molkenbuhr (front row centre) join 
the World ranks

Flying the fl ag with pride Evan in action

Sammy in World Champs Vikki and fl ying fl eece
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News - people

MPs Mark Francois,Gemma 
Doyle, Phillip Dunne and Ian 
Murray at Malvina House 
Hotel

CONSERVATIVE MPs Mark Francois 
and Phillip Dunne visited the 
Falklands in November along with 
Labour MPs Gemma Doyle and Ian 
Murray.

While reassuring Islanders that their 
wishes regarding British sovereignty 
were paramount and would remain 
so, the group said the message 
they would be taking back to their 
parliamentary colleagues was, “to 
come and see for yourself.”

MPs champion the Islanders’ cause

THE Falklands branch of the Royal British Legion reported a fantastic response 
to this year’s Poppy Appeal with the total set to exceed £6,000.

Branch chairman Neil Russell said he was staggered at the response. “It’s 
wonderful to see that the Legion is still receiving such support,” he said,  adding, 
“The benevolence of the Islanders and those serving at Mount Pleasant is truly 
amazing and we are indebted to everyone.”

Of particular note he said, was the donation from Mount Pleasant which had 
doubled that of last year.

The traditional poppy tins were supplemented this year with fund raising 
events which included a treasure hunt, the Remembrance service collection 
and a concert celebrating the 90th anniversary of the Legion attended by the 
Royal Marine Band. 

Mr Russell said, “It is poignant that here in the Falkland Islands, almost 30 
years after the Confl ict, we are able to give something back to a cause which 
has helped so many of those that liberated us.”

The children’s choir perform at the RBL concert

Poppy appeal raises 
staggering amount

New Chief 
Executive

FALKLANDS resident and former 
government Financial Secretary Keith 
Padgett is the new Chief Executive 
for the Falkland Islands Government. 
According to a press release from the 
Offi ce of the Legislative Assembly, 
“The Governor, acting in agreement 
with the Executive Council, has 
offered Keith Padgett the post of Chief 
Executive of the Falkland Islands 
Government.”

HE Governor Nigel Haywood said 
“I am delighted that Keith won this 
against very strong competition from 
overseas candidates.  We needed 
to be sure that we found the best 
candidate for the job, and Keith was 
offered the position after a lengthy 
and rigorous selection process.  The 
fi nal stage was an interview with all 
MLAs who were on the Islands at the 
time, and the decision was one that 
they all supported.”
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News - people

Three new Falkland Islands Defence Force recruits have received their berets 
from Legislative Assembly Member Gavin Short.

Ryan Elstow, Dion Betts and Neil Ward undertook three months training in 
different aspects of war craft, battle drills, rigorous exercises and personal 
training prior to the presentation. 

TWO ladies who have generously contributed their time and effort in 
supporting community organisations, clubs and charities over the years 
received the Queen’s certifi cate and accompanying Badge of Honour in 
October at a special reception at Government House hosted by HE the 
Governor Nigel Haywood.

Vivienne Perkins was awarded for her work with the charity shop 
Bargains Galore, support for Christ Church Cathedral and Lighthouse 
Seamen’s Mission, involvement in the Stanley Darts Club and assistance 
to pensioners.

Jan Miller’s award was for her work with the Scout Group, help in 
organising events, wreath-making and support given to visiting 1982 
veterans and their families. Mrs Miller has been a Scout Group leader for 
a total of 30 years.

Vivienne Perkins and Jan Miller at Government House
Capt. Andy Brownlee MBE

FALKLAND Islands Defence 
Force Captain Andy Brownlee, 
proudly wore his blues uniform to 
Buckingham Palace on October 26 
to receive his MBE. Capt. Brownlee 
who was awarded for services to the 
community, was accompanied by his 
wife Lynn and daugher Samantha. 

INCLUDED in the News Year’s 
Day list of those to have honours 
bestowed on them by her Majesty 
the Queen was former member of 
the Falkland Islands Legislative 
Assemby, Richard Cockwell who is 
to receive the Order of the British 
Empire (OBE).

 Mr Cockwell said he was 
“absolutely astounded and 
speechless,”when he was informed 
of the honour, and  added that he 
was not precisely sure of the reason.

While the possible reasons for 
his citation are many, Mr Cockwell 
will be enlightened when he goes to 
Buckingham Palace to receive the 
honour from her Majesty.  

Honours list
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News

REPRESENTING the Falklands at 
this year’s Commonwealth Youth 
Parliament were Islanders Nadia 
Smith and Pippa Christie along with 
100 delegates from six different 
continents.

“The event aimed,” said Nadia, 
“to give a real fl avour of the role of 
a parlimentarian and parliamentary 
processes as well as engaging young 
people in discussions on the challenges 
facing the Commonwealth.”

Those attending were expected 
to play a role as members of the 
government of a fi ctitious state, 
Commonwealthland, complete with 
governing and opposition parties, 
independent members of parliament, 
a prime minister, opposition leader 
and Ministers with different portfolios

Nadia said it was interesting to 
observe the Youth Parliamentarians’ 
different styles. “Some were straight 
to the point, some theatrical and 
humorous, and others whose 
mannerisms and oratory were 
uncannily like those we had witnessed 
in the real Prime Minister’s Questions 
the day before.”

So now, with a solid understanding 
of the parliamentary process, Nadia 
and Pippa hope to harness the 
experience to help set up a Falklands 
Youth Parliament so that more young 
people get the opportunity to engage 
in debating political issues and to 
attend similar events all over the 
Commonwealth in the future.  

“Thank you to all those who 
supported our attendance at the 
event,” said Nadia

Falklands representatives enjoy 
the full Parliament experience

Pippa and Nadia at Westminster by a statue of Lord Falkland

Celebrating 
links with Chile
RECOGNISING the fundraising efforts of the 
Chilean community living in the Falklands 
as well as their contribution to the NatWest 
Island Games team efforts, His Excellency the 
Governor Nigel Haywood hosted a reception at 
Government House.

In a speech to guests he said he had noted the 
Chileans played an important part in the Islands 
social and economic life.

Governor Haywood added, “The historic links 
between the UK and Chile go back over 200 
years to the time of Chile’s independence.” 

Governor Nigel Haywood with young 
members of the Chilean community, Luis 
and Luna.   
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News - social

THE Falklands Cancer Support and Awareness Trust was £1060 richer 
after a family fun fi lled day at Port Harriet Farm in November hosted by 
the Newell family.
Left Awen Jordan takes part in water balloon catching
Above: Kyle Hobman and Ryan Watson fi ght it out on the greasy 
pole. Pictures Sharon Jaffray

THE rattling of buckets prompted 
generous donations from the public 
as Stanley’s fi re fi ghters physically 
hauled one of their appliances along 
an undulating route from one end of 
town to the other.

Benefi tting the Fire and Rescue 
Department’s chosen charity of the 
Stephen Jaffray Memorial Fund by 
£885, the event drew a large crowd, 
despite the rain which failed to 
dampen the supporter’s spirits or the 
enthusiasm with which the 14 pullers 
faced their challenge. 

The day was rounded off with 
a demonstration of a road traffi c 
accident rescue. 

 

Charitable fundraisers 
at work Island-wide

Above: And the rain came down. 
Right: Mark Courtney takes the 
strain with a smile

AT a shearing competition held 
in Stanley Lee Molkenbuhr, Evan 
Jones, Vikki Lee and Sammy 
Hirtle qualifi ed to represent the 
Islands at the Golden Shears World 
Championship in New Zealand.

Among other fund raising 
activities held to fi nance the trip for 
the Falklands team was the auction 
of a painting by local artist Sonia 
Felton, commissioned by Tracey 
and Rag Macaskill of the Rose Bar.

The stunning acrylic 
representation (left) of shearing in 
the Falklands through the years 
was purchased by fellow shearer 
Lucas Berntsen for £1,100
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News - social

EAST Falkland farmer Maggie Goss has produced a CD of her music 
called The Falklands Way.

Maggie has been delighting and entertaining family and friends for many 
years with her accordion as well as the many visitors to the Sea Cabbage 
Cafe at Bluff Cove Lagoon on cruise ship days.

The CD includes music written by Islanders including the late Owen 
McPhee, Rock Berntsen and her brother Robin Goodwin and covers 
traditional and Scottish music as well as country.

Maggie has her own particular style and is an accomplished self taught 
musician whose music and lifestyle defi nes The Falklands Way every step 
of the way.   

The Falklands Way with Maggie

Kate’s 2012 
logo design
KATE Stenning (14) is the artist 
behind the logo that will grace lapel 
pins, clothing, posters during the 30th 
anniversary year of the liberation 
of the Falklands from Argentine 
occupation.

Community School students 
competed to produce a suitable 
design to mark the occasion with 
fi nal design and artwork carried out 
by Julie Halliday of Studio 52.

Mrs Halliday said she was thrilled 
to have had creative input with the 
design.

“I love Kate’s idea and the way it 
looks like we are being embraced 
and protected by the Union Jack,” 
said Mrs Halliday.

Kate meanwhile is very pleased 
her design was chosen and says she 
will use the £50 prize money for her 
winning idea to buy art supplies.

The image is available for 
anyone to use to promote the 30th 
anniversary.

DIDDLE Dee to Wire Gates - a 
dictionary of Falklands vocabulary 
is the product of years of work by its 
authors Sally Blake, Joan Spruce 
and the late Jane Cameron.

The book records a way of life 
which has helped shape a distinct 
identity in both the Camp and Stanley 
and is proving a fi rm favourite with 
the younger generation of Islanders 
who are delighted to discover the 
origin of expressions they use 
regularly.

Written with a deep understanding 
of the Islands way if life and a touch 
of humour, Diddle Dee to Wire Gates 
is dedicated simply “to Jane” and for 
her co-authors completing the book 
without her has been both a work of 
love and a tribute. 

Proceeds from the book which 
retails at £10  go entirely to the Jane 
and Alastair Cameron Memorial 
Trust. 

Diddle Dee to Wire Gates
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Feature

Letter dated 27 January 2012 from 
Mark Lyall Grant the Permanent 
Representative of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland to the United 
Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General.

IN accordance with instructions 
received from the Government of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, I have the honour 
to refer to the letter dated 3 January 
2012 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of 
the Permanent Mission of Argentina 
addressed to you, transmitting in an 
annex the text of a press release 
issued on 3 January 2012 by the 
Government of Argentina on the 
Falkland Islands.

The Government of the United 
Kingdom has no doubt about the 
sovereignty of the United Kingdom over 
the Falkland Islands or South Georgia 
and the South Sandwich Islands and 
their surrounding maritime areas. 
The principle of self determination, 
enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations, underlies our position on the 
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. 
There can and will be no negotiation 
on the sovereignty of the Falkland 
Islands unless and until such time as 
the Falkland Islanders so wish.

The United Kingdom is clear about 
both the historical and legal position 
on the  sovereignty of the Falkland 
Islands. No civilian population was 
expelled from the Falkland Islands 
on 3 January 1833. An Argentine 
military garrison had been sent to 
the Falkland Islands three months 
earlier in an attempt to impose 
Argentine sovereignty over British 
sovereign territory. The United 
Kingdom immediately protested 
and later expelled the Argentine 
military garrison on 3 January 1833. 
The civilian population, who had 
previously sought and received British 
permission to reside on the Islands, 
were encouraged to remain. The 
majority voluntarily chose to do so. 
In 1833, the territorial borders of the 
Republic of Argentina did not include 
the geographical southern half of its 
present form, nor any territory in the 
Falkland Islands, Antarctica, or South 
Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands. The land which now forms 
the Argentine province of Tierra del 
Fuego, of which the Republic of 
Argentina purportedly claims the 
Falkland Islands forms a part, did 

not itself form part of the Republic of 
Argentina until approximately half a 
century after 1833, by which time the 
current Falkland Islands people had 
lived and raised two generations on 
the Islands. 

British sovereignty over the 
Falkland Islands dates back to 1765, 
some years before the Republic of 
Argentina even existed.

All of the above demonstrates that 
the Republic of Argentina’s claim to 
the Islands, which it bases on the 
principle of disruption to its territorial 
integrity, is without foundation, as the 
Islands have never legitimately been 
administered by, or formed part of, the 
sovereign territory of the Republic of 
Argentina.

In May 1850, the Republic of 
Argentina and the United Kingdom 
ratifi ed the Convention for settlement 
of existing differences and the re-
establishment of friendship. In the 
90 years following ratifi cation of the 
1850 Convention, the Republic of 
Argentina only submitted one offi cial 
diplomatic protest, in 1888. In 1863, 
at the same time that Spain was 
negotiating a treaty recognizing the 
Republic of Argentina as a sovereign 
state, the British Governor of the 
Falkland Islands offi cially received 
a Spanish diplomatic and scientifi c 
delegation to the British Falkland 
Islands and received no protest. 
By 1880, the Falkland Islands had 
second generation Falkland Islands-
born people, and the Falkland Islands 
had been internationally accepted 
as British sovereign territory, with 
consular representation from many 
other countries on the Islands, 
including Chile and the United States 
of America. The Republic of Argentina 
only returned to regular sovereignty 
protests after the outbreak of the 
Second World War in 1939.

The Falkland Islands had no 
indigenous peoples and the United 
Kingdom has never implanted any 
civilian population; all civilians have 
voluntarily migrated to, or been born 
in, the Falkland Islands. Civilian 
migrants voluntarily came from a 
wide number of countries, as they did 
throughout the whole Americas region 
during the nineteenth century.

Furthermore, the status of the 
Falkland Islands should not be 
solely dependent on two-centuries-
old history, given the important 
developments in the international 
system and in international law 

since that time. Neither should it be 
subject to the aggressive territorial 
aspirations of another country. It 
should and will depend on the people 
of the Islands. The United Kingdom 
is a modern and democratic society 
that has helped many former non-
self-governing Territories to obtain 
independence through the exercising 
of self-determination. The remaining 
Overseas Territories are not colonies; 
no people are subjugated and the 
United Kingdom does not remove any 
natural resources from the people of 
inhabited Territories. 

The relationship of association 
between the United Kingdom and the 
Falkland Islands is based on mutual 
consent. This contrasts with the 
approach of the Republic of Argentina; 
its Constitution seeks sovereignty 
over the Falkland Islands without any 
consideration for the wishes of the 
people of the Falkland Islands.

The United Kingdom maintains 
a modern relationship with all its 
remaining Overseas Territories based 
on partnership, shared values and the 
right of each Territory to determine 
whether it wishes to retain its link 
to the United Kingdom or not. The 
Falkland Islands, like other Overseas 
Territories, has its own unique 
Constitution, and signifi cant powers 
are devolved to the democratically 
elected government consistent with 
the United Kingdom retaining the 
powers necessary to discharge its 
sovereign responsibilities, in particular 
for defence and external affairs.

The United Kingdom has no 
intention of imposing a change in 
sovereign status against the will of 
the people concerned. Should the 
clear and constitutionally expressed 
wish of the Falkland Islands people be 
a change to its sovereign status, the 
United Kingdom will help the Falkland 
Islands achieve this. For as long as 
the Falkland Islands people wish to 
retain their link to the United Kingdom, 
the United Kingdom will remain 
committed to their future development 
and continued security.

For the above reasons, the United 
Kingdom supports the Falkland Islands 
Government’s legitimate decision to 
explore for hydrocarbons in Falkland 
Islands waters in accordance with 
international law, including the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea and article 1, paragraph 2, of the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

Clear historic and legal 
position on Falklands 
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Feature

The United Kingdom continues 
to believe that there are many 
opportunities for cooperation in the 
South Atlantic. However, in recent 
years the Republic of Argentina has:

•  Withdrawn from cooperation on the 
South Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
and extended its fi shing seasons in 
Argentine waters, thus endangering 
the long-term sustainable 
management of straddling fi sh stocks 
in the South Atlantic, in contravention 
of article 63 of the Convention on the 
Law of the Sea

•  Repudiated the 1995 Joint 
Declaration on Hydrocarbons, which 
had provided for cooperation in 
a Special Cooperation Area that 
straddled both Argentine and Falkland 
Islands waters

•  Placed a ban on charter fl ights 
travelling through Argentine airspace 
to the Islands in 2003

•  Introduced domestic legislation 
to penalize companies that wish to 
do business in or with the Falkland 
Islands

•  Introduced a presidential decree 
in 2010 that does not comply with 
the freedom of navigation or the 
right of innocent passage provided 
for by international law, including the 
Convention on the Law of the Sea

•  Threatened at the United Nations 
in September 2011 to withdraw from 
the 1999 United Kingdom-Republic of 
Argentina Joint Statement, which had 
allowed Argentine passport holders 
to enter the Falkland Islands for the 
fi rst time since the 1982 confl ict and 
had provided for the resumption of the 
Falkland Islands’ only commercial air 
link with South America

•  Asked the Mercosur region, 
in December 2011, to support a 
declaration denying access to their 
ports to Falkland Islands-fl agged 
vessels, thus explicitly attempting 
to restrict trade and threatening the 
people of the Falkland Islands with 
economic isolation.

These disturbing developments call 
into question the commitment of the

Republic of Argentina to peaceful 
cooperation in the South Atlantic and 
adherence with binding international 
law. 

The United Kingdom has made a 
number of proposals for different types 
of cooperation and remains keen to 
foster a constructive relationship with 
Argentina and to promote practical 
cooperation in the South Atlantic. 
These have been rejected.

The United Kingdom notes that 
the Republic of Argentina regularly 
refers to regional statements of 
diplomatic support for Falkland 
Islands sovereignty negotiations, 
General Assembly resolutions, the 
last of which was issued in 1988, 
and resolutions of the United Nations 
Decolonisation Committee. However, 

none of the regional statements or 
specifi c Falkland Islands resolutions 
fully refl ect the legally binding principle 
of self-determination enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations, nor 
the modern relationship between the 
United Kingdom and its Overseas 
Territories, which is based on self-
determination. 

Regional statements and General 
Assembly resolutions do not modify 
or dilute the obligation of nations to 
respect the Falkland Islanders right of 
self-determination, enshrined under 
the Charter of the United Nations. 
All Caribbean participants of the UK-
Caribbean Forum acknowledged 
this on 22 January 2012, when they 
committed to respecting the right of 
self-determination for all peoples, 
including Falkland Islanders.

The United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Argentina cannot negotiate 
away the right of self-determination. 
It is a principle which we are both 
legally bound to respect, and promote 
the realisation of, in accordance with 
the Charter of the United Nations and 
international law. 

The Republic of Argentina, and 
any country that supports its wish 
to deny the Falklands people their 
rights, are reminded of their legally 
binding international obligations to 
respect the principle and right of 
self determination for all peoples, as 

respectively set out under the Charter 
of the United Nations (Article 1.2), the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (common Article 
1). In contrast to the position of the 
Republic of Argentina, the position 
of the United Kingdom and Falkland 
Islands Governments is fi rmly based 
on the legally binding and fundamental 
United Nations principle and right of 
self-determination for all peoples. The 
United Kingdom and Falkland Islands 
Governments fully respect and apply 
all legally binding international law. 
The United Kingdom’s defensive 
military presence in the Falkland 
Islands exists only in order to defend 
the rights and freedoms of the 
people of the Falkland Islands to 
determine their own political, social 
and economic futures. The United 
Kingdom undertakes routine military 
exercises of short range missiles 
approximately every six months on 
the Islands. It has done so since they 
were deployed there in response to 
the Republic of Argentina’s invasion 
of the Falkland Islands in 1982. 
These exercises do not represent 
any change in the United Kingdom 
defence posture in the South Atlantic.

South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands is a separate 
British Overseas Territory that is 
not considered under the Falkland 
Islands at the United Nations. It has 
no permanent settled population, and 
thus no people with a right of self 
determination, and it is not a listed 
territory within the Decolonization 
Committee.

The United Kingdom formally took 
possession of the islands of South 
Georgia and the South Sandwich 
Islands in 1775 and, with the exception 
of six weeks illegal occupation in 1982, 
has had uninterrupted possession 
since. The Republic of Argentina had 
never protested British sovereignty 
over South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands until it conceived its 
claim to South Georgia in 1927 and to 
the South Sandwich Islands in 1948. 
In the 1940s and 1950s, the United 
Kingdom offered to refer the issue 
of sovereignty over South Georgia 
and the South Sandwich Islands to 
the International Court of Justice or 
international arbitration for settlement.

Regrettably, the Republic of 
Argentina, without explanation, 
rejected all of these offers and 
refused to accept the jurisdiction of 
the International Court of Justice in 
this matter.

I should be grateful if you would 
circulate the present letter as a 
document of the General Assembly, 
under agenda item 45.

Britain’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations H E Mark Lyall Grant 
KCMG 
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  South Atlantic Medal Association 1982

Col (Retd) Mike Bowles MBE MNI
Chairman of the South Atlantic 
Medal Association (SAMA 82) takes 
a look at recent activities and what 
the future holds for the groups 
supporting 1982 veterans and their 
families.

The South Atlantic Medal Association 
(SAMA 82) was formed in 1997 on 
the 15th anniversary of the confl ict in 
the Falklands. In 2012 it celebrates its 
15th year as well as commemorating 
the 30th anniversary of the events of 
1982.

One of the founder members of 
SAMA was Surg Cdr Rick Jolly RN, 
who set up the Ajax Bay hospital and 
there saved countless lives of both 
British and Argentine servicemen. He 
was subsequently recognised by the 
Argentine Government and awarded 
a decoration for his work with their 
POWs. 

Rick was the fi rst Chairman of the 
Association and was the driving 
force behind the early years of its 
existence. Never one to fl inch from 
a challenge he decided to take a 
pilgrimage of veterans of the confl ict 
back to the Islands in 2002 to mark the 
20th anniversary. This was a mighty 
challenge as the whole venture had 
to be organised and funded and no 
help from the MOD was available. 
Needless to say he succeeded and 
November 2002 saw a group of 200 
veterans arrive on a chartered aircraft 
which had made the tortuous journey 
via West Africa and Brazil.

Chairmanship next passed to Martin 
Reed who had been Chief Offi cer on 
board Canberra in 1982 and it was 
good to see that the Association was 
acknowledging its Merchant Navy 
membership as well as the ex-military 
side. Martin subsequently handed 
over to Tony Davies, RSM of 1 WG 
in 1982, who was in the Chair for 
the 25th anniversary in 2007. Tony 
was heavily involved in the major 
parade which took place in London 
as well as many other events around 
that time. Another pilgrimage was 
organised, this time by myself and a  
committee of willing volunteers, and 
we combined with Combat Stress so 
that a number of veterans of 1982 
suffering from PTSD were taken as 
well as a party of professional staff 
from the organisation to help in the 
event of need. This time the pilgrimage 
numbered 250 people and courtesy 
of a Big Lottery Fund grant we were 

able to procure a larger aircraft than 
in 2002. This enabled the fl ight to be 
made with just one stop (in Rio but 
unfortunately with not enough time for 
a trip to Copacabana or to see the girl 
from Ipanema). 

Both of these pilgrimages 
demonstrated to me the value of being 
able to take people back to the scene 
of the action, especially for those 
suffering from PTSD. Many ghosts 
were laid to rest and I will always 
remember the words of one big ex-
Paratrooper, a veteran of 3 Para and 
the battle for Mount Longdon, who 
said to me during the pilgrimage that 
he had, for the previous 25 years, only 
remembered the Falklands as a place 
of misery, suffering, cold, mud, blood 
and death. Having returned to see the 
Islands 25 years on, in all their beauty, 
with time to look around and meet the 
wonderfully friendly local people, he 
was able to say to himself that it had 
all been worth it after all. He also told 
me that he got the fi rst decent night’s 
sleep for 25 years. That confi rms to 
me the value of returning to the place 
of the action and trauma. 

We continue to be indebted to 
the wonderful hospitality of the 
Falkland Islanders for the way in 
which everything is done to welcome 
returning Vets – nothing is too much 

trouble from accommodation, to 
transport, to giving any support 
necessary. It is a humbling experience 
and very much appreciated. 

In 2010 I assumed chairmanship of 
SAMA(82) from Tony Davies and now 
the focus is well and truly on 2012 and 
the 30th anniversary. Our major project 
for the year is to build and dedicate 
a memorial at the National Memorial 
Arboretum (NMA) in Staffordshire 
which will commemorate the task 
force and the 255 service personnel 
plus 3 Falkland Island civilians who 
were killed. Fundraising is well under 
way although we are still working 
hard to attract suffi cient funds to pay 
for the project, including insurance 
and maintenance into the future. The 
dedication service will take place on 
20 May this year – more information 
is available on the SAMA 82 website 
– www.sama82.org.uk . Unfortunately 
our Royal Patron is unable to attend 
due to pressure of commitments in 
this very busy Diamond Jubilee /
Olympic year. We are delighted that 
we will have a fl ypast (subject to 
weather and serviceability) of the 
one remaining (airworthy) Vulcan 
aircraft, the type which carried out the 
extraordinary Black Buck bombing 
missions in 1982. 

There is a considerable amount of 

SAMA(82) goes from strength 
to strength in its 15th year

SAMA Wales chairman Rob Nicholls and members at the SAMA Wales  
memorial in Cardiff 
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media interest in the 30th anniversary. 
We have been contacted by the BBC, 
ITV and also some independent 
media organisations. Several fi lms 
are being made and will be shown at 
various times. 

At time of writing two fi lm crews 
have recently returned from visits 
to the Islands, each of which took a 
veteran of 1982 with them. One of 
these veterans was a former Royal 
Marine who retraced his steps from 
1982 – this will be made into a fi lm 
for ITV which will probably be shown 
in April this year. The second veteran 
was Able Seaman Neil Wilkinson 
on board Intrepid in 1982 who shot 
down an Argentine Skyhawk with a  
Bofors 40/60 gun. BBC Inside Out 
programme took him to the Islands, 
fi lmed in San Carlos where Intrepid 
had lain on the day in question, 
took him to West Falkland where he 
saw some of the wreckage of the 
crashed aircraft and fi nally took him to 
Argentina where he was able to meet 
the pilot who had successfully ejected 
and subsequently been repatriated to 
Argentina! Quite a story and a most 
moving fi lm which was shown on BBC 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire this month.  
It is due to be broadcast again later in 
the year on BBC2.

SAMA has branches in various 
parts of the UK as well as overseas 
including a very strong branch in 
Scotland, headed by Scots Guards 
veteran, Iain Kaye.  

2011 saw Armed Forces Day being 
celebrated in Edinburgh and a strong 
SAMA contingent was on parade. We 
will be repeating that in Plymouth at 
the end of June, for Armed Forces 
Day 2012. 

Overseas branches exist in the 
USA, in Australia and New Zealand. 
In these comparative outposts, 
membership numbers are not great 
but it is good to know that there are 
people there for  whom the memory of 
Op Corporate means so much.

SAMA Wales (chairman Rob 
Nicholls, Welsh Guards veteran) is a 
branch but is also a charity in its own 
right – in fact it was a UK registered 
charity before the main Association 
became one in 2006. SAMA Wales 
have a magnifi cent memorial in Cardiff 
which is topped by a magnifi cent 
chunk of Falklands Rock imported 
especially from the Islands. (Pictured) 

Finally, we must not forget the SAMA 
branch in the Falkland Islands chaired 
by the redoubtable Gary Clement, a 
RM veteran of 1982 , who now lives 
in the Islands. Gary works tirelessly in 
the cause of SAMA and in particular 
in looking after veterans who return 
to the Islands. It was a great pleasure 
that he was made MBE in 2010 for his 
services to veterans.

So what of the future of SAMA? 
We have a strong and interestingly, 
gradually increasing membership, 
which currently stands at well over 
3,000. We are of course an ageing 
population and this will increase the 
need for assistance with welfare 
in the future. We already have an 
outreach centre in Portsmouth run 
by two SAMA Trustees, Dr Morgan 
O’Connell, himself a veteran of 1982 
and Mrs Ann Townsend, mother of a 
soldier killed on Mt Longdon during 
the confl ict. This centre started as a 
Falklands veterans’ walk-in facility but 
now sees many others as well. 

We will continue to run a programme 
of assistance to veterans to return 
to the Islands and this has been 
considerably helped in 2012 by an 
allowance by the MOD of up to 20 
seats on each of their twice weekly 
trooping fl ights to the Islands. These 
seats are available for veterans of 
1982 plus one or two family members, 
as well as Next of Kin of those who died 
in the confl ict and a family member. 
This is a greatly appreciated privilege 
which will help in getting more people 
back to the Islands who want to go 
than has been possible in the past. I 
am especially pleased that it will allow 
next of kin of those who died in 1982 
to visit. In the last few years many 
Veterans have taken advantage of the 
Indulgence fl ight system – some more 
than once. But next of kin were not 

allowed to use that system. 
I must not fi nish without mentioning 

the Falkland Families Association 
(FFA) which has been in existence 
now for 29 years. We have regular 
contact with the FFA and work closely 
together with them in many areas. It is 
my hope that the FFA and SAMA 82 
will continue to cooperate and work 
even more closely together in the 
future. We have very similar aims and 
objectives and I believe that this will 
benefi t both Associations as we move 
forward beyond the 30th Anniversary 
year.

Finally I should like to pay tribute 
to General Malcolm Hunt who has 
served the Association since its early 
days so enthusiastically as President. 
He stood down recently after 10 
years in the post and will always be 
remembered for his interest and 
willingness to be involved. I am 
also delighted to say that Malcolm 
has been replaced as President by 
General Sir James Dutton, also a 
former Royal Marines offi cer – and 
interestingly, General Malcolm’s 
Signals Offi cer in 40 Cdo in 1982! 
Plans are that General  Dutton and 
his wife, Liz, will form part of the VIP 
party to be in the Islands in June this 
year. He is very much looking forward 
to that opportunity which will be his 
fi rst visit back since 1982.

In summary, SAMA 82 is alive 
and well and facing the future with 
a determination to continue to help 
veterans of the confl ict and the families 
of those who paid the ultimate price. 
We also plan to maintain and where 
possible strengthen our ties with the 
Islands and the Islanders - something 
we treasure greatly.

helping Vets and families 
who paid the ultimate price 

Gary Clement Mike Bowles

  South Atlantic Medal Association 1982
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Feature

THE growing feeling that the Falkland 
Islands were being left out of what 
was to become an increasingly warm 
war of words between the Argentine 
and British Governments, linked to a 
fear that in the process the feelings of 
Islanders were in danger of being lost 
or distorted, was probably my prime 
motivation for an on-going series of 
articles, published on the Penguin 
News web-site since November.  

Given the length of the paper’s 
editorial comment column is a little 
restrictive – at least for someone as 
long-winded as me - and in the hope 
of fi nding a wider global readership, 
Editor Lisa Watson suggested that 
these articles should be written for the 
web-site. Taking what was intended 
to be a deliberately non-provocative 
approach and relying heavily on 
personal anecdote, the seven articles 
published so far seek to look beyond 
the posturing of politicians and the 
hysterical and provocative utterances 
of the gutter press on both sides of the 
sovereignty issue. The aim instead 
is to give a calm and reasonable 
explanation of the point of view of 
many, if not all, Islanders.

The fi rst article began by examining 
the diffi culty the Falkland Islands 
faces, when the legitimacy and even 
existence of its own democratically 
elected and virtually autonomous 
government is denied by Argentina.

A second article reviewed how far 
backwards relations between the 
Islands and Argentina have gone 
since the arrival in power of the 
Kirchners, but ended with the hope 
that in the event of commercial 
discoveries of hydrocarbons in the 
South Atlantic, the huge international 
clout of big oil might be suffi cient to 
turn the Argentine government in the 
direction of profi table cooperation 
rather than fruitless confrontation. 

The feeling that discussions which 
concern us tend to happen over our 
heads was returned to in the fourth 
article, which examined and rejected 
the notion that the ‘Falklands/
Malvinas issue’ is a bipartite one 
concerned only with who “possesses” 
the Falkland Islands.  In an attempt 
to use an image that might have 
meaning for Argentines, the Falklands 

were compared with the ‘duck in the 
basket’ in the old gaucho game of 
“pato.” This poor bird was fought over 
without regard for its own welfare and 
so was in all probability dead when 
ultimately possessed by one side or 
the other.

Drawing upon the excellent 
researches of Messrs Pascoe 
and Pepper, one article refuted 
the suggestion that an Argentine 
civilian population was expelled from 
Port Louis in 1833. This assertion 
which can now be proved in detail 
to be incorrect, lies at the heart of 
Argentina’s sovereignty claim.  Also 
challenged in a piece entitled ‘For 
old time’s sake’, was the notion that 
Islanders and Argentineans have 
been at loggerheads over sovereignty 
continually ever since 1833. This 
again fl ies in the face of the evidence 
of a great deal of friendly trade and 
contact between the Islands and 
Patagonia from the 19th Century until 
the arrival of Peron midway through 
the 20th.

The insistence by the current 
Argentine government on the 
paramount signifi cance of the year 
1833, coupled with an equally strong 
desire to deny the importance of 
the year 1982, when they invaded 
the Falklands, was the subject of 
the sixth article entitled, ‘The years 
that count and those that don’t.’  It is 
plainly not enough for Mrs Kirchner’s 
government to say that their country’s 
undeniable invasion of a small and 
peaceful community has no relevance 
just because it was the stupid act of a 
military junta, while at the same time 
pinning the historical legitimacy of 
their sovereignty claim on a version 
of events in 1833, which painstaking 
and dedicated research into their own 
archives has recently proved to be 
totally false.

Thanks to the willingness of the 
Uruguayan-based news agency 
Mercopress to fearlessly publish 
Falklands news even when it might 
upset Uruguay’s neighbours, these 
articles have had a wide circulation, 
particularly in Latin America. Thanks 
largely to Lisa Watson’s dedication 
to Twitter, which I don’t understand, 
it has been possible to gain some 

valuable insights into how relatively 
fragile is  the commonly assumed to 
be rock-solid Argentinean view on 
Falklands/Malvinas sovereignty.

This was particularly the case with 
the fi nal article so far which attracted 
some 5,000 visits to the Penguin 
News web site. It called for a new 
sense of perspective in the South 
Atlantic and expressed the hope that  
a new generation of Argentines might 
increasingly question what difference 
the ‘recovery’ of the Falklands would 
actually make to their lives or to the 
many problems facing their country. 

While it would be untrue to say that 
there was a fl ood tide of agreement 
with the Falkland Islanders’ stance, 
and while some of the comments 
on the Mercopress site did bring 
into question whether some of 
those commenting had actually 
read the articles with any degree of 
understanding, a signifi cant number 
of Argentines did voice discontent 
with the hard-line attitudes of their 
government and some did actually 
take the trouble to write at length.

One such letter ended, “and my 
generation, let´s call it ¨post war 
generation¨ feels this way. We don´t 
want an armed confl ict again; we 
don´t really care to take control over a 
piece of land that we haven´t seen in 
our lives, where all the traditions are 
far away from being Argentinian and 
where all the people speak English 
as their native language and wish to 
remain British.

“The web is full of arrogant comments 
from other Argentinians who are 
resentful, and when our president 
says, ¨the Argentinian people rejects 
the visit of Prince William bla bla bla¨ 
she means the government and not 
the real people like me and many 
others. We have nothing against 
Falklanders or British people, I myself 
I´m a student of English and will soon 
become a teacher of English and 
I´m very fond of British culture and I 
really wish this whole issue could end 
once and for all and that brotherhood 
between our two nations could be 
encouraged.” Amen to that.

John Fowler

Argentine claim ‘fl ies Argentine claim ‘fl ies 
in the face of evidence’in the face of evidence’

Port Louis 1834
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Remembrance Sunday

We shall remember them
The population gathers at the Cross of Sacrifi ce in Stanley               

Capt. Brownlee leads the parade 
to the Cross

CBFSAI Bill Aldridge places a 
wreath during the service

OBSERVATION of Remembrance Sunday was marked on West Falkland 
as, led by Norma Edwards, the people of Fox Bay paid their respects and 
laid wreaths at the 1982 memorial cross 

DESPITE blustery and cold conditions 
a large crowd gathered at the Cross of 
Sacrifi ce to commemorate Armistice 
Day.

Soldiers, sailors and airmen 
currently serving in the Falklands 
took part in the parade, along with a 
detachment of the Falkland Islands 
Defence Force, local uniformed youth 
groups and standard bearers from the 
Royal British Legion.

During the open air service 
conducted by representatives of the 
Anglican, Catholic and non-conformist 
churches the list of Falkland Islanders 
killed in active service in both World 
Wars was read by Legislative 
Assembly Member Sharon Halford.

Wreath laying was led by His 
Excellency the Governor Nigel 
Haywood and Commander British 
Forces South Atlantic Islands Bill 
Aldridge.  

A pause for thought for a young 
community member

Pictures Penguin News
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Political commentary

PETER Pepper, who is writing a 
book on Falklands history with Dr 
Graham Pascoe recently visited the 
Falklands. Penguin News  Editor 
Lisa Watson invited Mr Pepper 
to comment on an accusatory 
article on the Falkland Islands that 
appeared recently in the Chilean 
press, and by doing so respond 
to many similar arguments being 
made by the Argentine government 
and the Argentine press with regard 
to their ‘claim’ to the sovereignty of 
the Falkland Islands.

LW: Peter, former Chilean Foreign 
Minister Juan Gabriel Valdes used 
a number of historical and other 
arguments in Argentina’s favour 
in an article in the Chilean paper 
El Mercurio earlier this month. Are 
these arguments correct?

PP: No, Sr. Valdes got many of his 
facts wrong.

LW: Is it correct to suggest that 
the proximity of the Falklands 
to present day Argentina is an 
argument in favour of Argentine 
sovereignty over the Falklands?

PP: No; in international law 
proximity is of little importance. It does 
seem important to popular opinion, 
but in law it’s history that counts, not 
proximity.

If proximity were important, the 
Channel Islands, which are within 
sight of France, would be French. 
Instead, they are British because of 
history - and the will of the people. 
These same reasons apply to the 
islands of Michelon and St. Pierre in 
the estuary of the St. Lawrence River. 
They are French, not Canadian. There 
are many other examples.

In any case, the Patagonian coast 
opposite the Falklands could just 
as easily have become Chilean. It 
only became Argentine after the 
Argentines seized what is now Puerto 
de Santa Cruz in 1878 to put a stop 
to Chilean activity there, and this was 
confi rmed by treaty in 1881.

LW: Sr. Valdes points out that the 
Falklands are 12,000 kilometres 
from Britain. Is it important that 
Britain is so far away from the 
Falklands?

PP: No. This is the same issue as 
proximity. Australia and other parts 
of the old British empire are further 
away still. That didn’t make them 
any less British when they were 
colonies. Argentina is also thousands 
of kilometres away from its mother 
country, Spain, and was a colony 

too. The Spanish empire stretched all 
around the world. 

LW: Sr. Valdes makes the point 
that there was no war between 
Britain and Argentina in 1833. Is 
this fair comment?

PP: There was no war, but the 
Falklands were in chaos then, and 
there had been violence. And Britain 
had protested diplomatically in 1829 
about Argentine activities there.

The chaos started when Louis 
Vernet seized three American sealing 
vessels in 1831. As a reprisal, and to 
stop it happening again, the American 
warship Lexington broke up Vernet’s 
tiny settlement at Port Louis. The 
Americans had been catching seals 
in the Falklands for at least 60 years 
before then, and did not recognise 
Vernet’s, ie. Argentina’s, right to 
stop them. When the Lexington left 
in January 1832, it persuaded all 
of Vernet’s European settlers and 
most of his black slaves to go too 
– a total of about 40 people. It also 
took seven more men as prisoners 
for involvement in the seizure of the 
American ships. This left only about 
25 people in the Falklands, most of 
them gauchos.

Britain then became alarmed by what 
the Lexington had done and ordered a 
warship to visit the Falklands once a 
year to maintain Britain’s sovereignty 
rights - and ensure that no foreign 
forces were stationed there. Britain 
was just as worried then about the 
possibility of more American action 
as it was of further Argentine action. 
And Britain’s action did in fact forestall 
another visit by the Lexington to 
stop more Argentine harassment of 
American sealing vessels.

LW: Did Britain expel an Argentine 
population and governor in 1833?

PP: No; Sr. Valdes has been misled 
by Argentine propaganda. Britain only 
expelled a recently arrived Argentine 
garrison, and there was no Argentine 
governor then. Captain Onslow of 
HMS Clio, which was the British 
warship concerned in 1833, had 
orders not to molest any civilians, but 
to expel any foreign forces.

The gauchos were still there, and 
Onslow was also particularly keen for 
them to stay, as they were the only 
ones who could hunt the wild cattle, 
and so provide fresh beef for visiting 
ships. But the gauchos were unhappy 
about the treatment they were getting 
from Vernet and his men. Captain 
Onslow actually mentioned this in his 
report and described the diffi culty he 

had persuading twelve gauchos to 
stay.

However, despite Captain Onslow’s 
pleas for them to stay, two did decide 
to go. They were the Brazilian gaucho 
Joaquin Acuña and his woman Juana 
and the Uruguayan gaucho Mateo 
Gonzalez and his woman Marica. But 
they left of their own free will. The rest 
stayed. The last of them died in the 
Falklands in 1871.

The group that Captain Onslow told 
to go was a tiny Argentine garrison 
that had only been there just less than 
three months. That Argentine garrison 
only went there because of the dispute 
with the Americans over sealing 
rights. The American Government 
had tried to negotiate an agreement 
to allow them to continue sealing – as 
American ships had been doing for at 
least 60 years. But those negotiations 
failed in September 1832 because 
of what the Lexington had done 
earlier that year. So the American 
negotiator left Buenos Aires and, 
possibly as a snub to the Americans, 
the Argentines sent the tiny garrison 
to the Falklands. It was commanded 
by an interim “Comandante” for the 
Falklands, Etienne Mestivier, who was 
a Frenchman in the Argentine army. 
But the British minister in Buenos 
Aires then, Henry Fox, protested 
diplomatically about this on the 28th 
September that year – although the 
ship taking Mestivier and the garrison 
had just sailed.

That garrison arrived in the 
Falklands on the 6th October 1832, 
and Mestivier was murdered by his 
own men a few weeks later on the 30th 
November in a mutiny. The mutineers 
then went on to cause chaos in what 
was left of the settlement and to terrify 
the handful of people there. 

It was this mutinous garrison that 
the Clio found in January 1833 and 
told to go. It consisted of just 26 men 
(with their 11 wives and 8 children). 
It’s absurd to describe them as a 
“population”. And seven of them 
were executed when they got back to 
Buenos Aires.

Mestivier was only an interim 
Comandante Politico y Militar, not a 
full governor, but he had been dead 
for more than a month by the time the 
British ship arrived. The ship that had 
brought Mestivier and the Argentine 
garrison got back to Port Louis four 
days before the Clio arrived, and its 
captain did try to take control there. 
But he couldn’t be described as a 
governor.

Peter Pepper: Valdes misled 
by Argentine propaganda
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Political commentary

The falsehood that Britain expelled 
an Argentine population in 1833 is 
the best known Argentine argument 
against self-determination for the 
present Islanders. Argentina has 
misled the World and the UN with it.

The Argentine argument goes 
that the right to self-determination 
belonged to that original expelled 
“population”, not those that replaced 
them. That is absurd when the few 
civilians there in 1833 were not 
expelled. A garrison there for just three 
months, and whose departure from 
Buenos Aires had been the subject 
of a British protest, cannot become a 
“population”. If the

Argentine troops in 1982 had 
survived three weeks longer, they 
would have been there three months. 
Would that have made them into a 
“population”? Of course not.

There had, of course, been no native 
population in the Falklands. There 
is some absurd Argentine reasoning 
here. In Argentina itself a native 
population was largely exterminated 
to make way for European immigrants, 
who now enjoy self-determination! 
Why shouldn’t Falkland Islanders 
have this too when Britain had not 
exterminated or expelled a native 
population?

LW: Did Britain implant a 
population in the Falklands? And 
if so, should this mean that the 
current Falklands population has 
no right to self-determination?

PP: No. Argentina makes it sound 
as if Britain deliberately sent in 
settlers over the decades in order to 
frustrate Argentina now. That’s just 
Argentine propaganda. In fact the 
single biggest intake of immigrants 
was the 150 gauchos who arrived 
from Montevideo in two ships in 
November 1846 and May 1847 to 
work for Samuel Fisher Lafone. They 
mainly came from Uruguay, but many 
were in fact Argentine.

A few Falklands families are 
descended from soldiers sent at 
times to the Falklands. But most of 
today’s Islanders got here under their 
own steam; just like the millions of 
people who immigrated to Argentina 
and other parts of the New World. 
Argentina itself had many incentives 
for immigrants.

There are now many sixth, seventh 
and eight generation Islanders. It’s 
absurd to say they have no right to 
self-determination. If they don’t, then 
the same should be true in Argentina, 
and the handful of surviving native

Indians should be the only ones to 
decide what is done in Argentina.

Also a couple of dozen settlers 
here had assisted passages in 
the 1860s before the scheme was 
stopped, but most of these left again. 
In any case that scheme only started 
after the Convention of Settlement 

between Britain and Argentina was 
ratifi ed in 1850. That settled all 
outstanding disputes between Britain 
and Argentina. This is something 
that Argentines prefer to forget, and 
clearly didn’t tell Sr. Valdes about. 
Argentina dropped its claim then 
for the next 34 years, and there are 
statements by Argentine politicians 
saying there were no outstanding 
problems with Britain. Argentina only 
revived its claim in 1884 – after it had 
consolidated its hold on the coastline 
opposite, at Chile’s expense.

By contrast with the Falklands 
many Caribbean countries do have 
largely implanted populations, and 
yet no one queries their right to self-
determination. I remember thinking 
about that when I watched Argentines 
complaining about the alleged 
implanted nature of the Falklands 
population to Donatus Keith St. Aimee 
at the University of Belgrano last year. 
He was descended from implanted 
slaves which make up most of the St. 
Lucia population, and yet was Head 
of the UN Decolonisation Committee. 

LW: Sr. Valdes points out that 
Britain has not complied with UN 
calls for sovereignty negotiations. 
Is this fair criticism?

PP: I don’t think so. No country is 
obliged to comply with UN resolutions.

It’s not a question of Britain having 
some privilege not to do so, because 
it is a member of the Security Council, 
as Argentina sometimes pretends. No 
country has to obey UN resolutions.

And the UN isn’t a tribunal of justice 
either; it’s a tribunal of infl uence, 
where countries try to get what they 
want by lobbying. The same goes for 
bodies such as Mercosur and the Rio 
Group. It is Argentine lobbying that has 
got them to say what Argentina wants. 
And that lobbying has often included 
the gross historical falsehoods I am 
mentioning here. 

Also, I was reading Juan Yofre’s new 
book “1982” recently. Interestingly 
he says Argentina spent 200 million 
dollars lobbying to get the UN 
resolution in November 1982, just 
after the war, that called for renewed 
negotiations, some of that being paid 
in wheat! That suggests that Argentina 
was buying votes then! 

But Britain did do its best to 
negotiate a peaceful settlement of 
the dispute, as called for in 1965 by 
UN Resolution 2065. It was Argentina 
that stopped this process by invading 
the Falklands in 1982. This was a 
gross violation, not only of Resolution 
2065, but also of international law 
- and of UN Resolution 31/49 which 
was passed in 1976. That resolution 
calls on both parties to the dispute to 
refrain from unilateral actions.

Since the 1982 invasion, Argentina 
has done other things unilaterally too.

In 1994, it put a claim to 100% of the 

Falklands and South Georgia and the
South Sandwich Islands into its 

constitution. That was clearly a 
breach of Resolution 31/49. UN 
Resolution 2065 hadn’t said what 
a solution should be. It just asked 
the two parties to negotiate one. But 
now any solution would have to be a 
complete British capitulation – even 
of territories such as South Georgia 
and the South Sandwich Islands that 
Argentina has only claimed relatively 
recently. This rules out any arbitration 
or legal case, as Argentina wouldn’t 
be able to accept any result that went 
against its constitution.

Putting the Falklands into the 
Province of Tierra del Fuego in 2009 
was another breach of Resolution 
31/49. It would mean the Islanders 
being outvoted on everything by the 
much larger mainland population of 
that chaotic province. The Islanders’ 
interests wouldn’t count for anything.

LW: Argentina and Sr. Valdes also 
say that exploitation of Falklands 
natural resources is a breach of 
Resolution 31/49. Is this true?

PP: No. The oil exploration going 
on now only began after the 1995 
Oil Agreement with Argentina. What 
is going on now is no different from 
the drilling programme in 1998, which 
the Argentines made no complaint 
about at all. The difference now is that 
Argentina repudiated that agreement 
in 2007. That was a unilateral act 
in breach of UN Resolution 31/49. 
Twelve years after it had begun, it 
was absurd for Argentina to expect oil 
exploration just to stop then, or for the 
ground rules to change dramatically in 
Argentina’s favour.

It’s Argentina that is breaking the 
rules here, not Britain.

LW: What about the complaint 
over missile fi rings?

PP: Argentina said that Britain was 
fi ring missiles “from” the Islands, and 
led the world to believe this was both 
something new, and which threatened

South America. That was absurd. 
The missiles concerned were Rapier 
anti-aircraft missiles which only have 
a range of about seven kilometres.

They had been routinely test-fi red 
every year since the 1982 war, and 
these tests had been announced 
for safety reasons. Argentina just 
decided to make a fuss about them 
last year, and has misled Sr. Valdes 
into mentioning them. 

LW: Last, but not least, do you 
think there is any chance of a 
“solution” of any kind now?

PP: Personally, I don’t think so. 
Any move giving Argentina even a 
foothold here in the Falklands, would 
be ruthlessly exploited for more. 
Argentina is incapable of keeping 
agreements, and no guarantees for 
the Islanders would ever be kept. 
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Falkland Islands Association news

From the 
Secretary’s Desk

By Colin Wright

MEMBER of the Legislative Assembly 
Dick Sawle paid tribute to retiring 
Falkland Islands Association 
Chairman David Tatham at the Annual 
General Meeting held after the Battle 
Day ceremony at the Cenotaph in 
London.

Mr Tatham has handed over the 
FIA chair to another former Falkland 
Islands governor, Alan Huckle.

MLA Sawle expressed gratitude for 
Mr Tatham’s hard work and support 
he has given for the Islands, not only 
during his recent spell as chairman, 
but also when he was governor from 
1992 to 1995 and before that when 
he was head of the department in 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi ce responsible for dealing with the 
Falklands.

He described Mr Tatham as a, 
“huge asset to the Falklands in what 
have been, as always, stormy times 
as Argentina continues to try impose 
its rule on us.”

He added, “The UK government 
is 100 per cent supportive of 
our fundamental right to self 
determination, as have been all 
past and present governors such as 
David.” 

Both Mr Tatham and Mr Huckle 
spoke about the task of the 
Association in support of Falkland 
Islanders and about the current 
situation in the South Atlantic.
Left David Tatham CMG and MLA 
Dick Sawle 

David’s hard work appreciated

IT is subscription time again and you 
will fi nd a renewal form with this issue 
– please check to make sure that it 
does apply to you and you are not 
one of the four exceptions who have 
already paid or will pay by Bankers 
Order.

We have about 850 members of 
the Association at present but we 
could always do with more as the 
subscription is not large, in fact for 
Pensioners and Students it just about 
covers the production and postage 
of the two issues of the Newsletter 
that you receive. We added 30 new 
members in the last twelve months 
but sadly a number of long serving 
members died or moved away in the 
same period.

The mention of books reminds me 
that the FIA are handling the UK sales 
of a recent book published in the 
Islands. “Diddle Dee to Wire Gates” is 
a Dictionary of Falklands Vocabulary 
by Sally Blake, the late Jane Cameron 
and Joan Spruce. An order form is 

enclosed and we hope many of you will 
buy a copy as the proceeds will go to 
Jane and Alastair Cameron Memorial 
Trust, a fund for the promotion and 
recording of Falklands history. For 
the children copies of John Walker’s 
book “The Adventures of Rocky the 
Rockhopper” are still available and 
this is also on the order form. 

Annabelle Spencer has informed us 
that her Falkland Islands Exhibition 
will take place earlier this year at the 
Fairfi eld Hall, Croydon from Monday 
3rd to Saturday 8th September from 
10.30am to 10.00pm daily.

Finally, after the errors in the April 
2011 issue you would have thought I 
would have been more careful but a 
serious error slipped through when 

we were proof reading the October 
2011 issue and I am afraid it was my 
fault. When I wrote my report on the 
reception organised by the Falkland 
Islands Government at Lincoln’s Inn 
last summer I headed it ‘Lincoln’s 
Inn Reception’ which is incorrect. It 
should have read ‘Falkland Islands 
Government Reception at Lincoln’s 
Inn’. Although we assist where we 
can and handle booking from FIA 
members this is a FIG event. I have 
apologised to Sukey Cameron at FIG 
and regret any confusion this may 
have caused.

Andrew Weston was quick to spot 
a mistake when I said it had been 34 
years since the last Protector left the 
Islands. He pointed out that he had 
served on one of three former North 
Sea Oil Rig Support vessels that 
performed patrol duties around the 
Islands after the 1982 Confl ict which 
had been re-named HMS Protector.
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Parades and presentations

MERLE Hunter-Christie presented 
Falkland Islands student Karen 
Minto, winner of the 2011 Bill Hunter-
Christie Prize, with a copy of the 
Dictionary of Falklands Biography, 
edited by David Tatham on Battle 
Day. The prize is open to all 
Falklands students studying in the 
UK and is awarded to the student 
deemed to have brought the most 
credit to the Falkland Islands during 
the year. Karen studies BSc (Hons) 
physical education and sports studies 
at the University of Worcester. 

Karen Minto  
receives 
the 2011 Bill 
Hunter-Christie 
prize 

Battle Day 

Right: Cpt Derek Clarke, HE 
the Governor Nigel Haywood, 
Governor’s Cadet Michaela 
Clifford and Commander British 
Forces South Atlantic Islands Bill 
Aldridge at the December 8, Battle 
for the Falklands parade   

Above: World War II veteran Don 
Bonner leaves the Cathedral 
service.
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News

THE BACTEC land release programme on Stanley 
Common has been blessed with good weather and is 
progressing solidly, company chief executive offi cer 
Guy Lucas, has confi rmed.

Operations commenced on January 9, south of 
Stanley to Darwin road in an area bounded by the 
Stanley Hill water tanks and the Mullet Creek pump 
house track, but differ signifi cantly from the mine 
clearance that was carried out in the 2009/10 austral 
summer.

This time the aim is to confi rm the locations of 
the four known minefi elds in the area, proving the 
area around the minefi elds is free from mines by 
processing the land with an armoured mechanical fl ail 
system and fi nally erecting new fences around each 
of the minefi elds.

The remainder of the land outside of the minefi elds 
will be processed by a combination of detector 
aided visual search, conducted by the Zimbabwean 
deminers and a towed detector system.  

Making land safe

Picture BACTEC

A HASTILY-assembled 
protest rally called by 
local photographer 
Norman Clark on 
February 15 brought 
out 130 vehicles and 
approximately 300 
people.

Flying fl ags Islanders 
proved their wish to 
be British while a 
selection of placards 
demonstrated the 
frustration and 
annoyance felt by many 
Islanders at the bizarre 
statements and opinions 
expressed on global 
media as interest in 
the Falklands situation 
escalates.

Islanders fl y the fl ag with pride in Stanley rally

AN island owned by Terence and 
Carol Phillips of Hope Cottage farm 
has been gifted by the couple to the 
parents of Craig Jones in memory 
of their son who lost his life in the 
Falklands War .

The islands was renamed from 
Rabbit Island to Craig Island in 
a ceremony conducted by the 
Reverend Richard Hines in February.

Pte Craig Jones (The 3rd Battalion 
the Parachute Regiment) was killed 
by a shell on June 13, 1982 on 
Mount Longdon as British troops 
made their fi nal push towards 
Stanley.

The island will be untouched and 
remain as a wildlife haven.

Craig’s father Richard, said the 
island was a really good and lasting 
tribute to Craig and his mates.  

Craig’s family with BBC fi lm crew in the Falklands. Picture Rev T Hines

Island gifted in memory of Craig

Picture: Violet Clarke
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Natural Resources

THE start of the Falkland fi shery 
in 2012 was slow, with the lowest 
recorded monthly catch in January 
since the start of the regulated 
Falkland fi shery in 1987. Only 625 
tonnes (t) were caught despite 
favourable environmental conditions. 
Sea surface temperatures in January 
had a strong positive anomaly 
particularly on the northern shelf of 
the Falkland Islands where water 
temperatures were about 0.5-2°C 
above the norm. The main reason for 
the ‘unwillingness’ to fi sh in Falkland 
waters was the situation in the fi sh 
markets. 

Last years’ modest catch of Illex 
has resulted in better prices and 
more interest in fi shing this squid on 
the high seas. A large international 
fl eet of about 100-150 fi shing vessels 
including six Falkland-registered 
trawlers was fi shing for Illex there in 
January. All vessels had moderate 
catches of squid throughout the month 
(around 15 t per day). Two groups 
of squid were caught. The so called 
summer spawning cohort stays for 
their whole life on the high seas, these 
squid were larger and more mature 
than the winter spawning cohort or so-
called South Patagonian Stock, which 
migrates later to Falkland waters. The 
presence of such a large fl eet taking 
a signifi cant proportion of the stock 
without any management argues 
for the creation of some Regional 
Fisheries Management Organisation 
(RFMO) to regulate the exploitation 
of this vital squid resource in the 
Southwest Atlantic. The likelihood 
of achieving such an arrangement 
is much diminished following 
Argentina’s disengagement from the 
South Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
process in 2005.

The fi shery situation improved 
drastically in February, with the total 
catch of squid and fi sh from Falkland 
waters reaching 17,669 t due to good 
performance in both squid fi sheries. 

The offi cial start of the Illex fi shery 
in Falkland waters was on 15th 
February. This year, an impressive 
number of jiggers applied to fi sh in 
Falkland Zones, and 99 vessels were 
granted licences. Only one jigging 
vessel began on the offi cial start 
date hitting the right spot with 40 t of 
squid per night in the northern part 
of the FICZ. Reasonably abundant 
concentrations of squid attracted 
more vessels to fi sh in our waters, 
and after ten days a large fl eet of 
94 vessels were operating. Average 

daily jigger catch was quite low, about 
8 t per night. Summer spawners 
represented about 15% of the catches 
of jiggers and were caught exclusively 
in the northern part of FOCZ. In the 
western shelf squid belonged to 
the South Patagonian Stock.  The 
monthly catch reached 9,172 t, a total 
not seen since the bumper years of 
1999-2000. However, the abundance 
of Illex is likely to be at an average 
level this year, as evidenced by catch 
rates so far. 

Prior to the start of the fi rst fi shing 
season, the Fisheries Department 
evaluated the abundance of the other 
commercially important squid, Loligo 
by carrying out a pre-season biomass 
survey. This year it was conducted 
between 9 and 23 February onboard 
the F/V Kalatxori. Fifty six scientifi c 
trawls gave a statistical estimate of 
30,706 t of Loligo squid on the fi shing 
grounds. The highest catches were 
obtained during the last days of the 
survey, suggesting that Loligo were 
still in the process of migrating into the 
fi shing grounds while the survey was 
underway.

The fi rst fi shing season started on 
24th February with 16 trawlers. After 
a couple of days of locating squid 
aggregations, the fl eet located in the 
southern part of FICZ to the east 
of Beauchene Island and had high 
catches of Loligo averaging between 
40 and 54 t per day.  A number of 
vessels were fi shing to their maximum 
daily freezing capacity.

About ten fi nfi sh trawlers targeted 
rock cod to the west of the Falkland 
Islands in February, and had average 
daily catches of 23 t,  quite similar 
to those observed in previous years. 
A total of 3.2 thousand t of rock cod 
was caught since the beginning of 
the year, but the main fi shery for this 
species will start later in the year, after 
the end of the squid season. 

Altogether, the main fi sheries show 
good progress since the beginning 
of the year, and there are hopes of 
another successful year of fi shing 
ahead. 

New FIFCA Chair
Cheryl Roberts of Beauchene Fishing 
Company Ltd was elected as Chair 
of the Falkland Islands Fishing 
Companies Association at their annual 
general meeting held on December 6.

At a FIFCA reception at 
Malvina House Hotel Mrs Roberts 
acknowledged the usefulness of 
the Falklands fi shing industry and 
government Fisheries Department 
working together, attending regular 
meetings and presentations.

This was,  she said, very important 
to the industry to enable an improved 
understanding of how the science and 
the scientists work.

Fishing season 2012: slow 
start but optimistic progress

Squid Jigger in Stanley Harbour

STATEMENT from Falkland 
Islands Fishing Association Chair 
Cheryl Roberts with regard to the 
effects of the Argentine shipping 
blockade on the Falkland Islands:

“As the restriction is on Falklands 
fl agged vessels (defaced red 
ensign) this entitles those vessels to 
fl y the British red ensign should they 
choose to do so. Each company/
vessel will obviously make its own 
individual decisions which fl ag to fl y.

FIFCA does not know nor needs 
to know what commercial decisions 
are taken by companies, however, 
to be impeded with regard to the 
choice of South American port for 
entry has an effect on the industry, 
but all concerned will and have, 

found alternatives where necessary 
(althought the cost will impact on 
profi tability).

A wider implication is that 
companies may have to look further 
afi eld for crew (currently  mainly 
Chilean and Peruvian) as picking 
up the crew is made very diffi cult 
by the shipping ban and there are 
limited seats on the weekly fl ight to 
and from South America. 

In this case the impact is on 
families in Chile and Peru who 
currently look to the fl eet for 
employment. 

The Argentine government seems 
unconcerned that this impact of the 
blockade is on South America and 
not the Falkland Islands.”

Argentine blockade impact on South America too
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Director of Mineral Resources 
Stephen Luxton, takes a look at 
the recent exploration activity in 
Falklands waters.

IN the last few months the successful 
North Falkland Basin drilling campaign 
conducted by Rockhopper Exploration 
and Desire Petroleum has completed 
and the Ocean Guardian rig left the 
Falklands in early January 2012, 
arriving in Falmouth UK on March 8, 
2012 en route back to Invergordon 
for refi t ahead of its next contract. All 
involved in this campaign in both the 
oil industry and the Falklands private 
sector are to be congratulated on two 
years of professional, successful and 
safe operations in the Falklands. 

The extended operations proved 
that the Falklands, while having 
some logistical challenges which 
require careful planning, is a relatively 
easy place to work for the industry. 
Technical drilling conditions in the 
North Falkland Basin are relatively 
straightforward and wells can be 
completed in many cases in less than 
30 days.
The Leiv Eiriksson rig arrived after 
its long mobilisation voyage from 
Greenland, and spudded Borders & 
Southern Petroleum’s Darwin East-1 
well on January 31, 2012. This well is 
still underway and results are therefore 
still awaited. Following completion 
of Darwin, the rig will move to the 
nearby Stebbing prospect operated 
by B&S and drill a further well there, 
and then will move to Falkland Oil & 
Gas Ltd’s acreage and drill two wells 
in their license area. It’s expected that 
the campaign will complete in around 
August although this depends on the 
progress of operations, and following 
completion the Leiv Eiriksson will 
demob back to Norway for a contract 
in the North Sea. 

The campaign will provide a good 
and thorough initial investigation of 
several interesting prospects in the 
South Falkland Basin and will provide 
a great deal of geological information 
to the companies and to FIG to aid in 
the geological understanding of this 
area.
 All three North Falkland Basin 
licensees attended the NAPE Winter 
2012 conference in Houston, USA, 
in February 2012, and there was 
considerable interest in current 
Falklands activities at this conference. 

Keynote speakers from FIG and all 
three companies gave presentations 
to the conference on the progress to 
date and opportunities available in 
their licensed areas and individual 
exhibitions for each company allowed 
interested potential partners to discuss 

the possible opportunities in detail 
with the company representatives.
 Rockhopper Exploration continue to 
carry out preparatory work associated 
with the Sea Lion fi eld development 
and work on this is proceeding quickly. 

Following a number of successful 

appraisal wells being drilled during 
2010/2011, Rockhopper now has a 
substantial team established at its 
base in Salisbury UK, and is working 
closely with FIG on taking this project 
forwards and closer to development 
and production.

Leiv Eiriksson rig drills
The Leiv Eiriksson rig

Oil and minerals
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THE Falkland Islands  has, “enor-
mous potential” in terms of the output 
of agricultural products said Dr Nico-
las Negrin, Head of Mission for the 
Uruguayan agri-business delegation 
that visited in early February.

An enthusiastic Dr Negrin, who de-
scribed himself, “amazed” at how well 
the group had been treated, said the 
Falklands had two, “very important 
points of development... fi rstly the 
meat-processing facility at Sand Bay 
which allows farmers to diversify be-
tween wool and meat,” and also Sala-
dero which he said produced high 
quality sheep and cattle. 

Dr Negrin also emphasised the val-
ue of the services of the Department 
of Agriculture, saying the organisation 
was key in terms of consultation and 
helping the farming community to ob-
tain access to “high-quality genetics 
and technical services.”

Asked what thoughts he had on im-
provements to Islands agriculture, he 
said, “speaking from a very humble 
point of view,” he saw the benefi ts of 
increased fi eld divisions through fenc-
ing. 

He noted that fencing would improve 
grass quality, leading to higher stock-
ing rates and best use of grass. 

He also commented on the impor-
tance of utilisation of artesian water 
(needed if fi elds were smaller and 
without natural water sources) and 
planting of trees for shelter. 

He anticipated trade in terms of ani-

mal genetics giving as an example 
Polwarth sheep genetics, and further 
improvements to the already, “excel-
lent Angus herd.”

Dr Negrin said the visit had been far 
beyond his expectations in a positive 
way, he noted that land in Uruguay 
was now in short supply as a result of 
the soya bean boom but, “here there 
are no land limitations.”

With the world population increas-
ing and food needs rising he believed 
the Falkland Islands Meat Company 
would fi nd it easy to be, “very busy, 
because there are not enough com-

panies to produce what is needed.
“We are lucky to visit at this phase 

in the Falklands’ agricultural develop-
ment when the Islands are starting to 
seriously  take-off.”

Dr Negrin, on behalf the delegates 
expressed his gratitude to the people 
of the Falklands for the warm wel-
come and to the Department of Ag-
riculture for the excellent programme 
and planning. He described the whole 
trip as “worthwhile.”

The Department of Agriculture or-
ganised a busy schedule for group 
over the week long visit.

Falklands agriculture ‘enormous 
potential’ says Uruguayan group

With farmer Hew Grierson third from right

The group talk crops and legumes at Hope Cottage Farm

Agriculture



26

Tourism

WORKBOAT Services’ ferry 
Concordia Bay had a very busy 
2011, carrying a total of 3,525 
passengers, reports Skipper John 
Thain.

The 45.5 metre vessel provides 
a vital commercial and social link 
between the East and West Islands’ 
road networks as well as a shipping 
service to the outer islands. 

The amount of humans transported 
however was far surpassed by 
cloven hoofed passengers with 
some 11,000 sheep as well as many  
cattle and horses fi nding their sea 
legs courtesy of Concordia Bay.

Mr Thain said in addition some 

1,617 four wheel drive vehicles had 
made the East to West or island trips 

THE Stanley Waterfront Masterplan 
Project has produced three options for 
public consultation and consideration 
by government offi cials.

Each of the three option schemes 
has been brought forward within 
the context of the Falkland Islands 
Economic, Tourism and Planning 
strategies with the aim of delivering a 
waterfront master plan that provides 
benefi t for all and in particular it is 
the intention that the master plan 
delivers real amenity and public realm 
benefi ts for residents and improves 
the waterfront experience for visitors 
arriving from both land and sea.

Promotion of Stanley and the 
Falkland Islands as a ‘gateway to 
the Antarctic’ is also a theme and 
each option provides a measure of 
improved facilities to support that 
initiative and in particular to encourage 
a greater level of engagement with 
smaller expedition ships. 

The three options provide slightly 
different solutions for the master 
plan but all are considered to be of 
an appropriate scale for the Stanley 
setting, respectful of the history and 
character of Stanley and all with the 
potential to be delivered in phases. 
In each case it is anticipated that 
the improvements to the public jetty 
and relocation of the Museum to the 
Historic Dockyard site will be brought 
forward as the priority packages of 
work. 

Option 1: Under this scheme the 
existing public jetty is improved and 
extended and together with a scope 
of landside measures improves 
the facilities for visiting cruise ship 
passengers and will also assist in 
the management and marshalling of 
visitors and tour vehicles. A sheltered 
harbour is created opposite Christ 
Church Cathedral with pedestrian links 
along the waterfront. The harbour will 
function as an active waterfront with 
berthing for expedition yachts, marine 
leisure and tourism support craft 
and transient vessels. The harbour 
scheme will also incorporate an outer 
jetty for the berthing of small expedition 
ships. The Historic Dockyard will be 
converted to a museum and cultural 
centre and viewpoint promontory, 
suitably landscaped and with a 
continuation of the waterside footpath 
links to the War Memorials beyond 
and to Government House 

Option 2: In this option the existing 
public jetty is reconfi gured to form 
an arm of a sheltered harbour 
accessed from the east. The cruise 
passenger facilities are relocated to 
a new embarkation/disembarkation 
position at the head of a mixed 
waterfront development located 
over the existing FIC pier. It is 
anticipated that the land development 
will incorporate a waterfront hotel 
and form the fi rst phase of a more 

extensive development on the wider 
FIC land holding. The marshalling car 
parks for the cruise passengers will 
remain in their current location with 
enhancement measures provided 
along the Ross Road frontage in 
line with the Option 1 proposals. The 
historic dockyard will be converted 
to the museum and cultural centre 
uses as described for Option 1 with 
improved pedestrian links and access 
along the waterfront.

Option 3: In this scheme the 
improvement plans for the public 
jetty are consistent with the Option 1 
scheme. Apart from a modest scope 
of landscape and traffi c calming in 
the vicinity of Christ Church Cathedral 
the open views out from Ross Road 
are maintained. Improved waterfront 
footpaths and access will feed 
between the public jetty and the 
historic dockyard site that becomes 
the focus of the new sheltered 
harbour and urban centre that also 
incorporates the museum and cultural 
centre. 

As in the other options the harbour 
will provide berthing for a range 
of expedition vessels and marine 
support craft with particular attention 
to the marine leisure and tourism 
sector. 

The consultation period for the project 
closed on February 3, 2012.

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3

Stanley seafront masterplan

along with 340 heavy goods vehicles 
and 45 heavy plant machines.

In addition 118 containers and 
618,895 litres of deisel were 
delivered. 

Adam Cockwell, Manager of 
Workboat Services Ltd  which has 
been operating the ferry service for 
some three and a half years now, 
said the company was encouraged 
by the enhanced level it had been 
possible to provide following the 
construction of the new terminal at 
Port Howard on West Falkland.

2012 looks set to be an equally 
busy year, he added. 

            Picture Cambell Kirkham 

The Port Howard terminal used by 
the Concordia Bay

Ferry moves 3,525 passengers
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Conservation

IN 1939 J.E Hamilton published his 
second report on Falklands’ southern 
sea lions. His reports are part of the 
Discovery Reports – the culmination 
of seminal multi-disciplinary research 
that involved a series of Antarctic 
cruises and land-based surveys 
between 1925 and 1951. 

Hamilton’s report contained a 
short note on the winter migration 
of southern sea lions. The note was 
based on his observations of the 
Cape Dolphin colony 1935 – 1937. 

In summary, Hamilton suggested 
part of the Falkland Islands population 
may migrate away from the Islands 
during winter. His idea stuck. A 
quick internet search on southern 
sea lions reveals statements such 
as, ‘the Falkland Islands are largely 
abandoned during the winter’, 
undoubtedly in reference to Hamilton’s 
salient work. 

However, while some females move 
to different haul out sites with their 
pups over winter and males disperse 
from breeding beaches, do sea lions 
really leave the Falklands entirely? 
A glance at Sealing on the Falkland 
Islands by local author J.R. Allen 
suggests that at least some sub-adult 
and adult males actually remain at the 
Falklands year round. A fact that I am 
sure many land owners would also 
attest to.

In light of this confl icting evidence, 
what are the at-sea movements of sea 
lions during winter? Do they migrate 
to mainland South America, do they 
spend the winter months at-sea and 
only intermittently return to land, or do 
they remain in coastal waters perhaps 
moving between sites around the 
Falklands?  Phrased more succinctly, 
the question is:  How ‘connected’ 
are the Falklands’ population of sea 
lions to mainland South American 
populations? 

To shed light on the ecology of this 
iconic marine predator, Falklands 
Conservation in partnership with the 
British Antarctic Survey deployed 
satellite tags on six juvenile male 
and female sea lions over winter. 
We would like to think we are picking 
up where Hamilton left off 72 years 
earlier. Fortunately, we have the 
added benefi t of readily available hi-
tech wildlife tracking solutions that 
can help us answer some of these 
long standing questions.

Data from the tags revealed that 
all six juvenile sea lions tracked 
from Cape Dolphin remained at the 
Falkland Islands. While juveniles 
repeatedly returned to the same 
areas to forage, they also travelled 
widely. All sea lions hauled out at 
numerous islands for varying periods. 
A good example is the winter travels 
of one juvenile male. We followed 
his movements for 160 days, during 
which time he travelled over 8,000 
km, including stops at the most 

Sea lions 72 years 
on - what would 
Hamilton think?

northern and most southern Islands of 
the Falklands archipelago. His winter 
movements are the somewhat messy 
yellow lines in the picture presented 
above. 

The connectivity of the Falkland 
Islands sea lion population has 
potentially far reaching implications 
for the management of sea lions, both 
locally and internationally. Visit www.
falklandsconservation.com for more 
information.

We thank land owners for their 
unrivalled hospitality and access 
to sea lion colonies throughout the 
2010/2011 season, local volunteers 
for assistance with fi eld work, and FIG 
archives for access to the Discovery 
Reports. 

The Darwin Southern Sea Lion 
project was funded through the 
Darwin Initiative Overseas Territories 
Challenge Fund, a UK Government 
initiative.
Dr Alastair Baylis, 
Falklands Conservation

Above: The tracked winter 
movements of a juvenile Southern 
sea lion. Right: resting in the 
tussac grass
Pictures A Baylis
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News

STANLEY’S historic link as the 
gateway for British Antarctic 
exploration is to be acknowledged 
with a waterfront memorial to the 
28 men and one woman who have 
perished in the Antarctic since 
the establishment by the British 
Government of the fi rst permanent 
research base there in 1944.

The unique quality of the 
monument is the fact it is one of two 
parts separated by 8,000 miles. 

The northern part of the sculpture 
by Oliver Barrett, has already 
been erected in the grounds of the 
Scott Polar Research Institute in 
Cambridge with the southern yet to 
be completed.

In addition to the separated 
sculpture, the British Antarctic 
Monument Trust have also placed 
a memorial plaque in the crypt of St 
Paul’s Cathedral in London 

Two part 
Antarctic 
memorial 
spans over 
8,000 miles

When artist Ben Cockwell decided his hobby had to start paying for it self 
he gathered 47 of his paintings together and held an exhibition in Stanley 
in October.
His mission was accomplished with the sale of several paintings as well as 
16 limited edition prints and on top of that he offered one of his paintings 
to be raffl ed to raise funds for the fi rst aid equipment for the West Falkland 
emergency response team.

Artist Ben Cockwell with his favourite piece of work

Ben’s mission accomplished

A Camp house near Goose Green 
with a colourful history burned to the 
ground on January 4, as a result of 
what Falkland Landholdings General 
Manager Owen Summers described 
as “a freak accident,” during some 
renovation work.

Burnside house was owned by FLH 
as part of Goose Green farm, but 
was rented to Wayne McCormick and 
his partner Alison Baker.

Despite a quick reaction from the 
local Fire and Rescue Department, 
by the time the team arrived the 
house was a total loss, however as a 
result of quick thinking and fast work 
from Goose Green manager Keith 
Alazia, six farm hands and passers 
by, including Marty Smith and two 
Paratroopers out on a battle fi eld 
tour, using the Goose Green fi re 
pump, the outbuildings were saved 
from igniting.

Built in 1928 Burnside House had 
an interesting farming and social 
history. 

In 1982 when Gerald and Kay 
Morrison were in residence, the 
house was attacked by A Company 
of the 2nd Battalion the Parachute 
Regiment who believed they received 
fi re from the house. 130 bullet holes 
were counted after the attack and 
thankfully the only casualty was one 
of Gerald’s sheep dogs.   

Burnside

MOD Defence Images©

Crown Copyright 2006
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Sport

Champion Jockey at both the 
Stanley and Darwin Harbour race 
meetings Tim Bonner with wife 
Hayley  

Kieran Nye jumps to victory  

Cape Pembroke Half Marathon runners under starters orders 

Arthur Turner swaps jockey saddle 
for rodeo as the aptly named 
Dude with an Attitude tries out a 
few moves before the Christmas 
gymkhana events get underway 

The Darts Club ‘Big Four’ take top prizes in the fi nal tournament of the 
season. L-R Toot Ford, Gary Hewitt, Colin Smith and James Lang  

Pictures Sharon Jaffray 

Up and coming young golfer 
Declan Bonner receives one of 
many golf prizes he has secured 
throughout the season.
            Picture Stanley Golf Club
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Obituaries, births, marriages and deaths

Births marriages and deaths

NINE former governors and their wives: 
Cosmo and Phillada Haskard, Rex and 
Mavis Hunt, Gordon Jewkes, William 
and Arlene Fullerton, David and Valerie 
Tatham, Richard and Gemma Ralph, 
Donald and Linda Lamont, Howard and 
Caroline Pearce and Alan and Helen 
Huckle combined in a tribute which was 
read out at the funeral on Friday of one of 
Stanley’s oldest residents, Mary “Nanny” 
Fullerton, who died on February 13 after 
a short spell in hospital:

“On behalf of the previous Governors 
of the Falkland Islands and their families 
from the 1960s onwards we should like 
to express our sadness at the death of 
Nanny Fullerton and to send our sincere 
condolences to all her family and friends. 
We also wish to express our great 
appreciation of all that she did for us and 
all that she meant to us.

“Nanny joined Government House in 1966 when she 
came to look after Julian Haskard, the three-year-old son 
of Sir Cosmo and Lady Haskard. She was an invaluable 
help to them and from that time and for many years 
she was a permanent and much loved presence in GH, 
becoming affectionately known as Nanny. To all of us who 
lived in Government House and to everyone who worked 
there and stayed there as guests she was a constant 
source of friendship, help and support - in good times and 
in days of diffi culty. Her commitment to GH was steadfast.

“Nanny saw many of us come and go and we shall 

all have our different and treasured 
memories of her. But what we all share is 
a great affection for her and a deep sense 
of gratitude for her kindness and loyalty. 
Among her many endearing qualities 
were her warm heart, her generosity 
and her courage. And when we left the 
Falklands she became a wonderful 
correspondent and an enduring link for 
us with the Islands.

“Today we’d like to say a heartfelt thank 
you to you Nanny. You will be greatly 
missed and you have been much loved.”

The Reverend Dr Richard Hines closed 
the funeral service at the Tabernacle with 
his own tribute, whose sentiments will be 
echoed by all who knew this remarkable 
lady:

“Nanny’s death marks the close of an 
extra-ordinary life of just over 93 years. 
That life, lived with courage, kindness, 

loyalty and grace, represents much of the best the Falkland 
Islands can offer. Nanny touched countless lives for good. 
In a sense she belonged, and will forever belong, to us all 
– a real Falklands treasure.” 

These words are all the more poignant for those few who 
might have been aware that the kindness and warmth of 
nature Nanny Fullerton unfailingly displayed concealed the 
deeply-felt grief she had carried with her since the loss at 
sea of her only son, Terence, in mysterious circumstances.

One of 13 children, Nanny was born, Mary Browning, on 
January 31, 1919, in Stanley.

Mary ‘Nanny’ Fullerton 1919 - 2012

Births

October 9 - Kayla Louise Goodwin to Catherine & Simon Goodwin
October 3 - Sean Derek Smith to Anya and John Smith
October 17 - Jayden Kyle MacDonald to Amy Jonson & Alexander MacDonald
December 2 - James Simon Bonner to Stevie & Carolina Bonner

Marriages

September 23 - Steve Charles Poole & Nelrose Gabradilla, 8 Anderson Drive, Stanley
October 29 - Clarence William Youde & Selena Annabel Williams, St Cuthbert’s Church, 
November 5 - John Morrison & Elane Maria Hawksworth,  Liberty Lodge,
November 11 - Nicholas Davis & Doreen Susan Davis, 11 Callaghan Road, Stanley 
November 22 - Robert Harrer & Silvia Schmiedtberger, Surf Bay, Stanley 
December 10 - Graham Stewart Minto & Sally Ann Bone, The Trough, Stanley

Deaths

August 26 - Rufi no Costa Villar, 54 yrs
September 22 - Candido Lemat Perez, 58 yrs
October 8 - Hilary Maud Pauloni, 84 yrs
October 29 - Eric Smith, 71 yrs 
December 7 - Patrick William Peck, 82 yrs 
December 21 - Thora Virginia Perry, 90yrs
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Advertising

The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,500 
copies. It is distributed to Members of the Association, 
all Members of the House of Commons, the Scottish 
Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, members of the 
House of Lords, all British Members of the European 
Parliament, and to the press, radio and television. 
Many copies circulate in the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada and other Commonwealth 
and foreign countries. Seven hundred copies are 
distributed in the Falkland Islands.

Advertising rates as follows:

Full page..................................................... £250
Half page......................................................£125
Quarter page................................................£65
Eighth page..................................................£35
Short insertions............................................£3 per line

Discounts for four insertions by negotiation. A special 
concession is offered to Association members living 
in the Falkland Islands, who own small shops and 
businesses, to advertise in the Newsletter at half the 
above rates.

Membership Application

I/We would like to support the right of the people of 
the Falkland Islands to decide their own future for 
themselves and to help them develop their Islands in 
accordance with their wishes.

I/We wish to join the Falkland Islands Association 
(Individual members annual subscription £15, 
pensioners and students £5, corporate members 
minimum £50, corporate sponsorship £500).

Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
Connection with Falklands, if any...................................
............................................................................................
Signature.............................................................................
Date................. Telephone .................................................

Please return to : Falkland Islands Association, 
Falkland House, 14 Broadway, London SW1H OBH. 
Applicants who do not wish to cut this form from 
a Newsletter are invited to use a photocopy of it. 
Members are requested not to use this form for 
membership renewals.

Bankers Order
To........................................................................................
Bank Branch.......................................................................
At........................................................................................
Please pay to National Westminster Bank Plc, 
Piccadilly Circus Branch, 19 Shaftsbury Avenue, 
London WIV 7RL, Bank Code 56 00 29 for credit to : 
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS ASSOCIATION, Account 
No. 24223999, the sum of .........pounds on receipt of 
this order and thereafter annually on the anniversary 
thereof.
Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
............................................................................................
Account....................Date...................................................
Signature............................................................................

The Falkland Islands Association

Patron: The Rt. Hon. the Baroness Thatcher, LG, OM, 
FRS.
President: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Hurd, CH, CBE.
Vice Presidents: General Sir Peter de la Billiere, KCB, 
KBE, DSO, MC, MSC, DL. David Tatham CMG The 
Hon. L Buxton, Mrs Merle Christie, Mr ECJ Clapp 
MBE, Dr. R Elgood, Sir Cosmo Haskard, KCMG, MBE, 
Sir Jack Hayward, OBE, Sir Rex Hunt, CMG, Mr C E 
Needham CBE, Major R N Spafford, Councillor R E 
Walker.
Chairman: Mr Alan Huckle
Vice Chairman: Mr Saul Pitaluga
Hon Secretary: Mr Colin Wright
Hon Treasurer: Mr James Wallace
The Falkland Islands Association brings together those 
who support the continuing freedom of the people of 
the Falkland Islands. Its Constitution states that its 
objectives are:

“To assist the people of the Falkland Islands to 
decide their own future for themselves without being 
subjected to pressure direct or indirect from any 
quarter.”

The Association is independent, but maintains close 
links with many other Falklands organisations. It is a 
major source of information about the Falklands. It 
publishes a newsletter, which all members receive, 
covering political and social events in the Islands, 
wildlife, tourism, philately, and many other subjects. 
it welcomes interest in the Falklands and invites all 
those who share its aims to become members.

2012 dates for your diary

April 26-28th: ‘The Falklands Confl ict: Thirty Years On’ 
at University of Kent -more at www.kent.ac.uk/history/
news

May 12th: ‘Falklands War Celebrity Speaker Day’ at 
The National Army Museum, Chelsea, London.

May 19-20th: ‘The Falklands War 30 Years On’ at 
National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth.

June 14th: Falkland Islands Government Reception at 
Lincoln’s Inn.

Sept 3rd – 8th: Falkland Islands Exhibition with 
Annabelle Spencer at The Fairfi eld Hall, Croydon 
(note earlier dates this year)

December 8th: Battle Day and A G M in London

FIA information

Internet Links

For more information on subjects mentioned in the 
Newsletter links to websites are listed below:

http://www.antarctic-monument.org  The Antarctic 
Memorial Page 28. 

http://falklandsconservation.com Southern Sea Lion 
research Page 27 click on the Sea Lion picture.

http://www.sama82.org.uk SAMA82 pages 14-15  

http://penguin-news.com  John Fowler page 16 read 
the articles on the PN website - click on ‘Columns’ in 
the top row of subjects.



Falklands focus

Discover the islands by sea

RENOWNED Antarctic sailor Dion Poncet has 
recently extended his charters to the Falkland Is-
lands making it possible for residents and visitors 
alike to explore the wildlife rich outer islands from 
the sea.

His parents Jerome and Sally Poncet have 
explored and sailed Antarctic and Falklands 
waters for the last 40 years  and settled at Beaver 
Island on West Falkland in 1987 with their three 
sons of which Dion is 
the eldest. Since 
then they have 
become house-
hold names as 
the seagoing 
family virtu-
ally commute 
between the 
Islands and 
Antarctica carrying 
out charters, scientii c surveys 
and conservation works as well as 
enabling others to embrace and appreciate 
the sheer beauty  of the pristine but vulner-
able environment.

Having spent much of his life at sea, Dion who 
was born at South Georgia has for more than a 
decade skippered and crewed the Damien II and 

Golden Fleece on a wide range of voyages including 
support for acclaimed television productions such 
as the Frozen Planet and Life in the Freezer. 

The most recent addition to the Poncet l eet is the 
Hans Hansson, a sturdy, 26 metre long ship  

built in Norway in 1960 for the Norwegian Life-
boat Association. For 38 years she operated in the 

North, Barents and Baltic seas assisting almost a 
thousand vessels and saving hundreds of  lives.

A major rei t in 2005 saw her superstructure 
extended, systems upgraded and inte-

rior renewed to provide comforta-
ble accommodation for twelve 

passengers and four crew. 
Her original rescue vessels 
seakeeping qualities have 
not been compromised 

and she is ideally suited for 
extended voyages in comfort 

and safety anywhere in the world.
Having completed a season in 

Antarctica the Hans Hansson is now ready to 
take passengers around the Falklands reaching 

the less accessible as well as the most beautiful 
of  destinations including the Poncet’s own Beaver 
Island group.

Above: Dion in his sea-going element
Below: Reindeer in South Georgia

www.goldenfleecexp.co.fkwww.goldenfleecexp.co.fk


